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Advertisement. 


Y  firft  Difiertation,  The  Strength  of 
Imagination  in  pregnant  Women 
examin'd^  was  publilhed  about  three 
Years  ago,  upon  the  Occalion  of 
the  Cheat  of  Godaiming. f  haflily,  and 
without  Name,  as  coming  from 
one,  who  neither  defigned  to  be 
known,  nor  to  meddle  any  more  in  this  Contro* 
verfy. 

And  indeed  this  Refolution  was  fo  fixt  in  my 
Mind,  that  nothing  could  make  me  recede  from 
it,  but  the  abfolute  Obligation,  I  find  myfelf  un¬ 
der  in  good  Manners,  to  pay  my  Relpedh  to 
Dr.  Daniel  Turner^  and  to  anfwer  his  Letter. 

I  have  taken  Care  in  this  Treatife  to  enlarge,, 
and  ftrengthen  my  Arguments,  and  to  put  them 
in  a  true  and  clear  Light ;  and  alfo  to  anfwer  al! 
the  Objections  that  are  made  upon  this  Subjedr, 

In  particular  the  feveral  Cafes  mentioned  in 
Dr,  Turners  Xllth  Chapter,  as  his  Vouchers,  are 
examined,  and  fhewn  fome  to  be  fi&itious,  and  all 
of  them  infufficient  and  frivolous. 

If  I  do  now  publickly  declare  myfelf  to  be  the 
Author,  I  defire  the  Reader  to  believe  that  I  don't 
do  it  out  of  Oftentation,  when  I  run  the  Risk  to 
be  mobbed  for  the  Singularity  of  my  Sentiment, 
but  to  fhew*,  that  I  fcorn  to  take  the  mean  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  Concealment,  and  that  I  dare  face  the 
Enemy, 


/ 


The 


The  Name  Dr.  Turner  gives  to  his  Book,  is 
very  remarkable,  A  Defence  of  the  Xllth  Chapter 
of  the  firjl  Tart  of  a  Treatife  de  Morbis  Cutaneis, 
by  bVay  of  Anfwer  to  a  Difcourfe  lately  printed  and 
entitled ,  The  Strength  of  Imagination  in  pregnant 
Women  examined,  &c. 

Who'  mould  not  think  that  I  have  attacked  the 
Gentleman,  and  that  he  is  obliged  to  write  in  his 
own  Vindication  F  Whereas  neither  his  Name, 
nor  his  Works  were  in  the  leait  mentioned,  nor 
hinted  at  in  my  Treatife. 

I  owiij  I  had  read  that  famous  Xllth  Chapter, 
but  finding  nothing  more  in  it,  than  a  bare  Repeti¬ 
tion  of  feveral  Stories  taken  with  an  implicit  Faith , 
and  without  any  Choice ,  from  other  Authors,  I 
thought  it  unreafonable,  unjult,  and  contrary  to 
the  Laws  of  War,  to  fingle  Dr.  Turner  in  a  Croud 
of  Tale-mongers ,  and  to  fire  upon  him  feparately 
-  feom  others. 

If  my  Moderation  has  been  taken  as  a  Slight,  I 
beg  the  Gentleman's  Pardon,  upon  Promife  to  make 
him  Amends,  and  to  take  more  Notice  of  him 
•  for  the  Time  to  come. 

I  am  ferry  to  be  unexpectedly,  and  contrary  to 
my  natural  Inclination,  engaged  with  a  Member 
of  the  College ,  and  a  Publi flier  of  feveral  Volume^. 
If  ever  I  meet  him,  I'll  pay  him  the  fame  He¬ 
lped:  as  I  did  before,  and  beg  the  Continuance  of 
nis  Friendfhip.  Our  Books  may  quarrel,  but  let 
the  Authors  be  Friends:  Let  us  abt  as  the  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  Law,  who,  now  and  then,  handle  one  ano-? 
thef  very  roughly  at  Wejhninjler^  but  are  reconciled, 
and  good  Friends,  as  foon  as  they  are  out  of 
*'  Court 

Dr.  Turner  is  the  Aggrefibr,  and  he  can’t  take 

le  Way  I  think 
drops  from  my 
Pcn? 


it  ill,  if  I  make  my  Defence  m 
NT  If  hereafter  any  Expreffion 


(  iii  ) 

Pen,  which  may  appear  tco  harih,  I  declare  fin* 
cerely, .  that 'tis  not  for  Want  of  Refpeft,  but  I 
am  at  the  Bar  pleading  my  Caufe,  and  'tis  but 
juftice,  I  ftiould  have  full  Liberty  of  Speech. 

I  read,  with  Indifference  and  Calmnefs,  theie 
feveral  Expreffions  difperfed  in  Dr.  burner’s  Book, 
wretchedly  weak,  and  (hallow, - filly  - —  ridi¬ 

culous  —  infpid  Bejl  anfwered  with  Contempt , 
&c.  Thefe  Words  don't  affedt  me  ;  for,  in  the 
Main,  they  are  no  more  than  a  folemn  Affirmation, 
that  he  is  not  of  my  Mind  :  He  is  very  welcome 
to  diffent  from  me,  as  I  diflent  from  him. 

But,  what  I  complain  of,  is  an  intolerable  Li¬ 
berty,  the  Gentleman  takes  to  drefs  his  Adverfaries 
in  Bear -Skins,  in  Hope  to  bait  them  ealily,  and 
to  appear  Great,  Victorious,  and  Triumphant. 

I  defire  him  (if  he  values  his  Reputation)  to 
declare  the  Page,  and  the  Lines,  wrhere  I  have  af- 
ferted,  that  the  Mother  and  Child  [in  Utero")  are 
770  more  related,  than  when  it  is  feeding  on  the  ~Nur- 
t  fe’s  Knee,  or  playing  in  the  Cradle,  as  he  charges 
me,  pag.  148.  Is  this  the  whole  Truth ,  and  nothing 
hut  the  Truth  ? 

The  fecond  Favour,  I  beg  of  Dr.  Turner,  is 
to  declare  the  Line,  and  the  Page,  where  I  have 
called  the  Animalcula,  which  Leewenhoeck  has  diD 
covered  in  Semine  Mafculino ,  by  the  Name  of 
Pediculi,  as  he  does  pretend,  pag .  78.  Why, 
not  fatisfied  to  make  Ufe,  for  once,  of  this 
Wilful  Invention  of  his  own  Brain,  does  he  re- 

I  peat  it  over  and  over  again  in  Englifh,  for  the 
better  Diverfion  of  a  certain  Set  of  Readers  ? 

Dr.  Turner  does  very  feldom  quote  me  right,’ 

!  he  alters  my  Words,  or  intermixes  fome  of  his 
own,  and  yet  he  has  the  Confidence  to  print  the 
Whole  in  Italick.  This  is  an  Injuflice  to  me,  and 
g  grpfs  Impolitic*!  upon  the  Piibiick. 
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(  iv  ) 

The  Paraphrafe  Dr.  Turner  makes,  pag.  159 
on  that  Part  of  the  Sketch  which  relates  to  the 
Antiquity  of  the  Caufe  of  Deformities,  is  very 
fingular ;  he  does  not  pretend  to  difpute  my  Prin¬ 
ciples,  nor  to  deny  the  Confequence,  but  he  goes 
a  fhorter  Way  to  Work.  Firft,  he  divides  the 
Sentences  in  fmall  Pieces,  without  any  Regard -  to 
the  Connexion,  Nature,  and  Strength  of  the  Ar¬ 
guments  ;  and  then,  he  fluffs  them  with  thefe  Balls, 
1  find  you  are  not  dreaming ,  only  fuppofing  ■■  '■»*'  ■ 

a  Thousand  Tears  will  break  no  Squares - has, 

or  had  had  been  furely  enough  — —  d’ye  fee  * - 

Suddenly ,  but  a  long  Time  firfi  . . -  poor  Thing  l 

- -  GueCs  at  their  Size ,  by  the  Bignefs  of  the  Lice 

— *  alas  !  alas  !  - Enough ,  you  kmwy 

is  as  good  as  a  Feafi  —  . -  if  one  Link  is  broke , 

we  are  all  untwified - -  Considered  by  fuch 

as  have  Caps  made  for  that  Lurpofe ,  &c.  This 
ludicrous  *  W ay  of  Anfwering  is  fuch  an  Origi¬ 
nal,  that  it  deferves  a  Latent  for  the  foie  Ufe  and 
Benefit  of  the  Inventer. 

I  don't  think  fit  to  take  Notice  of  the  Conclu- 
fion  of  Dr.  Turner’s  Book,  and  here  met h inks ^  in- 
fiead  of  Finis,  would  have  come  in  well  the  Quacks 

Advice  in  Qapitalst 

% 

READ,  TRY,  JUDGE, 

AND  SPEAK  AS  YOU  FIND. 

For  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  thofe  Words  were 
originally  deiigned  to  grace  the  End  of  the  Dif- 
courfe  upon  Gleet s^  but  have  been  accidentally 
mifplac'd  by  the  Negligence  of  the  Printer. 

Oh! 


*  l  am  told,  the  like  Play  is  a£Fd  to  a  great  Perfe&ion® 
and  with  Drums  and  Trumpets  in  thc«S^fcy/h,_ab.Q.ut  p.  54°° 


(  V  ) 

Oh!  what  Pity,  that  a  Gentleman,  who  has  a 
good  Share  of  Reputation,  fhould,  out  of  Com- 
plaifance  to  his  Friends,  engage  himfelf  in  a  Caufe 
which  can  never  be  fairly  defended  by  found  and 
clofe  Arguments,  but  only  by  Quibbles  and  Puns, 
Suppofitions  and  Canterbury -Stones. 

ft  grieves  me,  to  fee  Dr.  Turner  taking  Abun- 
I  dance  of  Pains  to  eredt  his  Idol  into  a  very  deep 
Myjlery ,  and  to  be  as  warm  and  zealous  in  the  De- 

I  fence  of  it  as  if  the  Church  and  State  were  in 
Dangers 

The  great  Misfortune  is,  that  by  repeating  fc 
j  often,  that  the  Effedts  of  Imagination  are  in- 
j  comprehenlible,  Perfons  are  apt  to  make  a  Merit 
i:  of  Ignorance,  and  for  Truth  to  worfhip  Falfehood, 

II  becaufe  Tis  intricate  and  contrary  to  Reafon. 

I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  this,  that  in  wri- 
i|  ting  in  my  own  vindication,  I  don't  forget  to  do 
i  Juftice  to  Dr.  Turner ,  in  repeating  faithfully  his 
I  Words,  without  any  Alteration,  except  the  Titles 
I  have  added  to  the  Stories  of  the  Xllth  Chapter* 
|  to  eafe  the*  Memory,  and  for  Diftindtion. 

I  am  afraid  my  anfwer  to  his  Objections  may 
t  prove,  now  and  then,  an  Interruption  to  the  Se¬ 
ll  ries  of  the  Difcourfe ;  but  I  defire  the  Reader  to 
it excufe  the  Digreffions,  and  to  look  upon  them  as 
I  an  Interlude ,  defigned  for  his  Diveriion. 

I  hope  Dr.  Turner  won't  fcruple  to  contribute 
his  Share  towards  the  Entertainment. 
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^  iW  ^ry  fenfible  under  what  dOifada 
vantage  this  TreatiFe  appears  in  the 
World ^  when  I  cmfider  the  SifijeS 
of  it ,  the  Strength  .  of  cPrejudi;cesy 
and  how  few  Perfons  can  bear  po\  be, 
^cddiCi  ed9 

My  Defigu  is  to  attack  a  vulgar  .  Error 7  wbkh 
has  been  prevailing  for  many  Years,  in  Opposition: 
to  Experience,  found  Reafon y"and  AxhxxxnyJlfi 
mean  the  common  Opinion ,  that  Marks  and  j)efcr~ 
mities,  which  Children  are  horn  with,  are  the  fad  i 
Ejfeft  of  the  Mother's  irregular  Fancy  and  Imagi¬ 
nation.  :Ei...  nia  I 

My  Affrtion  is  grounded  uponzKeafons  fo  firmig, 
that  no  Body  can -ever  pretend  .to  anfwer  them  dt~ 
teClly  ,  yet  I  expetf  to  be  oppofed  with  Vehemence y-« 
and  as  much  Zeal,  as  if  I:  was  going  to  overthrow:, 
the  ufual  Courfe  oj  Nature .  It  will  be  faidy  ( and 
thafs  all  that  can  be  faid)  that  to  deter  mine  y-how ’ 
Imagination  is  able  to  mark  the  Foetus,  is  very  dif¬ 
ficulty  or  impojfibky  but  that  a  long  Experience  of 
many  Ages  is  a  fujficient  Proofs  that  it  is  actually 
done  *  and  that,  in  jhort,  9 tis  Rajhnefs  and  Impu¬ 
dence  to  deny  a  Matter  of  Fad,  attejled  by  fo  many 
creditable  Witnefes . 

In  Anfwer  to  thi$y  I  defire  the  Reader  to  taki 
Notice*  1 6  T hat  the  DoClrwe  of  Imagination,  rela- 
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fmg  to  ^Foetus,  has  gone  through  fever  at  Revo¬ 
lutions  ^  and  that  the  Opinion ,  which  is  now  current y 
is  but  of  a  modern  Invention ,  and  cannot  lay  Claim 
to  Antiquity  in  all  its  (parts ,  as  I  will  pew  after¬ 
wards .  2.  That  the  general  Reception  of  an  Hype - 
thefts  is  not  always  a  fare  (Proof  of  the  Truth  of  ity 
nothing  in  the  World  having  been  fo  much  abufed 
as  the  venerable  Name  of  Experience,  efpecially  in 
natural  Caufes . 

I  pafs  by  certain  Super fiitions ,  which  are  fill  in 
Vogue ,  relating  to  Dreams ,  the  Trial  of  Witches , 
Wizards  by  Water ,  or  Weighty  & c.  becaufi 
|  they  prevail  more  amongjl  the  vulgar  and  ignorant 

!  (People  than  Perfons  oj  the  better  Sort . 

But  I  will  mention  a  few  Opinions ,  which  have 
had ,  under  the  fpecious  Pretext  of  Experience,  the 
I  univerfal  .Approbation  of  whole  Nations ,  *0  ;#0- 

1  Ages^  and  yet  are  owned  at  this  prefent  Time  to 
j  be  erroneous . 

i.  Hiflory  is  full  of  the  lamentable  Accidents* 

I  which  Comets  have  drawn  at  their  Tails . 

2.  What  made  Eclipfes  of  the  Moon  appear  fo 
\  dreadful  to  Antiquity ,  fe  pretended  Experience 
j  of  their  bad  Confequences  ?  The  Indians,  to  this 
!  Day ,  the  fame  Fear ,  I  wip  none  amongjf 

\  us  be  fo  credulous . 

'-7/5  to  be  obferved ,  of  thofe  Philofophers  who 

jj  firfi  dip  over ed  the  true  Caufe  of  Lunary  Eclipfes  f 
:i  yo/^o  were  baniped  their  Country ,  others  con - 
.  j  j&od  to  Prifons ,  #//  ridiculed  by  the  People^  who  gave 
j  the  Name  of  Babblers,-  Becaufe,  fays  Plutarch 

#  Doflrine  had  not  the  Credit  of  Antiquity. 

A  3  -  The 


via  7t>e  Preface. 

3.  The  federal  Divinations  of  the  He  at  hen ,  and 
their  Oracles  were  nothing  elfe  hut  Cheats  and  lmpoft- 
ures ,  and  yet  admired  by  whole  Nations .  If  Chance 
did,  now  and  then ,  Countenance  to  the  Frauds 

and  Roguery  of  the  Friefs,  it  had  immediately  the 
noble  Title  of  fare  and  certain  Experience,  which 
it  was  dangerous  to  controtil. 

Tully  finds  no  better  Argument  than  Experience, 
to  defend  the  Oracle  of  Delphes,  which  was  refort - 
td  to  by  all  People,  in  Matters  of  any  great  Impor¬ 
tance.  *  This  alone  I  maintain,  fays  he,  that  the 
Oracle  of  Delphes  had  never  been  fo  famous,  nor 
prefented  with  fo  many  Gifts  from  all  Countries, 
and  Princes,  had  not  the  Truth  of  its  Predictions 
been  Experienced  in  all  Ages. 

He  fays  the  fame  of  the  Art  of  Divination  fo 
much  ufed  in  his  lime ,  that  nothing  was  undertaken , 
both  in  tPublick  and  (Private ,  without  the  Advice 
of  the  Southfayers ,  f  My  Opinion  is,  fays  Cicero, 
that  we  ought  not  to  enquire  fo  much  into  the 
Caufe,  than  into  the  Confequences  of  thofe  Things. 
They  have  been  obferved,  Time  out  of  Mind, 
well  weighed,  and  made  good  by  the  Event.  I 
am  fatisfied,  to  know,  what  is  done,  though  I 
cannot  tell  by  what  Means  'tis  performed. 

4,  Judicial 

Sa—WtMPWi.ii  Minw.  11  u  . .  ■  ■  .  mu  1  1 .  . ■  ■■■  —  ..  ■ 

*  Defendo  unum  hoc,  nunquam  illud  Oraculum  Del - 
plis  tarn  Celebre,  et  tarn  Clarum  fuiflet,  neque  tantis  do- 
nis  refertum  omnium  Populorum,  atque  Regum,  nifi  om- 
siis  astas  Oraculorum  illorum  veritatem  eflet  Experta. 

Cicero  de  Divin.  Itb .  r. 

4  Quarum  quidem  rerum  Eventa  magis  arbitror,  quam 
caufas  quaeri  oportere :  Obfervata  fuut  h^c  Tempore 
immen(o  et  Significatione  Eventus  animadverfa  et  notata. 
Hoc  fum  contentus,  quod  etiamfi  quo  modo  quidque  fiat* 
nor  em,  quid  fiat  intelligo.  Ibid. 
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4.  judicial  Aftrology,  the  Shame  and  Dlfgrace 
of  human  Underfunding,  an  Aft  calculated  for  no 
Body  elfe  but  Fools  and  Knaves,  has  notwitbfianding 
been  in  great  Vogue  in  the  World  for  fever al  Fhoufand 
Tears .  It  has  indeed  loft  much  of  its  Reputation  in 
Europe,  though  we  are  not  altogether  clear  of  that 
Plague  ;  but  it  keeps  its  Ground  fall  amongjl  the 
Mahometans,  in  the  Country  of  the  Great  Mogul,  in 
China,  and  J  apan.  And  pray,  what  do  the  Profef 

\  fors  of  that  empty  Learning  fay  in  their  Favour  ? 

Nothing  elfe  but  Experience,  and  Matter  of  Faft* 
i  which  they  relate  very  gravely,  and  which  you  muf  not 
j  pretend  to  difpute ,  under  the  Penalty  of their  Indignation* 

5.  But,  what  is  more  remarkable  and  furprifng,  i$ 
tj  the  Cufom,  which  has  been  fo  long  practiced,  even  a  - 
I  mongfl  Chriitians,  to  try  the  Guilt  or  Innecency  of  Per- 

fons,  by  putting  them  under  the  Obligation  to  vindicate 
1  fhemfelves  by  marching  upon  red-hot  Iron ,  or  by  Do- 
:!  filing,  &c. 

Duelling  is  fo  far  from  being  tolerated  at 
{  this  prefent  Time,  that,  in  fome  Countries ,  ’ tis 
\  lookt  upon  as  a  Capital  Crime,  and  punifhed  with 
Death  :  Now,  can  it  be  thought ,  that  fudges 
would  have  been  fo  barbarous,  as  to  make  fuch  De~ 
v  crees ,  had  not  a  mifaken  Experience  lead  them  into 
j  the  Belief  of  the  Infallibility  of  thofe  dangerous  £#• 

?  penments  ? 

So  difficult  it  is  to  convince  People ,  that,  Poll  hoCj> 
j  Ergo  Propter  hoc,  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  mere  Sophifm* 

Phis  is  the  Cafe  of  the  Imagination's,  who  build 
1  their  Hypothefs  upon  bare  Contingencies « 

I  am  fo  far  from  oppofng  Experience,  that  I  do 
j  folemnly  appeal  to  it,  and  endeavour  to  draw  from 
thence  my  chief  Arguments,  with  this  great  Advan - 
1  tags,  that  the  Experience  I  claim  can  never  be  com- 
!  tradified,  and  is  confirmed  by  the  fefiimony  of  a 

Croud 
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Croud  of  Witneffes ;  whereas  the  Experience  on  the 
ether  Side  is  uncertain ,  and  precarious,  made  up  of 
Suppofitions  and  Conjectures. 

Upon  thefe  Confederations,  I  don’t  defpair  of  Succefs : 
Sound  Arguments  may  perfuade  a  great  many  of  the 
Truth  I  defend.  If  the  Imaginationifts  are  fo  ingenuous 
as  to  confefs ,  that  they  have  nothing  elfe  to  fay  for  their 
Opinion ,  hut ,  'tis  fo,  becaufe  'tis  fo.  I  hope ,  they’ll 
he  fo  kind  as  to  permit  me  to  deliver  my  Objections  j. 
9iis  hut  Juftice  and  Equity. 

I  own,  the  y Proofs ,  I  make  life  of  are  not  every  one 
fingly  confidered,  Conchy  five,  and  of  the  fame  Strength , 
hut  they  depend  upon  one  another ,  and  being  all  put 
together,  amount ,  I  believe,  to  a  Kind  of  Dernonftra - 
4 ion,  which  I  muft  leave  to  the  judgment  cf  the 
Readers  to  determine  :  Only  I  beg  of  them  to  take 
Time  to  weigh  the  Reafons  calmly  and  without  Par¬ 
tiality,  and  not  to  pronunce  haftily,  and  in  an  arbi¬ 
trary  Way,  before  a  fufficient  Hearing  and  Exami¬ 
nation. 

After  all,  were  the  Imaginationifts  in  the  Right, 
and  I  in  the  Wrong ,  I  dare  fay ,  without  pretending 
to  Infallibility,  my  Mijiake  would  be  the  mofl  Jirange 
and  unaccountable  Error  in  the  World,  when  I  cou- 
fider,  that  my  Hypothecs  has  all  the  charming  Cha¬ 
racters  cf  Truth,  and  t’other  has  the  di final  Look 
and  Countenance  of  Falsehood. 

My  Opinion  implies  no  Abfurdity .  ’Tis  clear  and 
intelligible,  and  eajily  deduced  from  the  Laws  of  Mo¬ 
tion,  which  God  has  eftablijhed  amongjl  Bodies :  ’Tis 
harmlefs,  good  natur’d,  and  ufeful  in  making  eafy 
the  Minds  of  fever al  Perfons  :  ’Tis  refpeCljul  to  cur 
Maker,  and  honourable  to  human  Nature. 

The  other  Opinion  is  precarious,  and  depending 
upon  Hear  fays,  and  falfe  Stories:  ’ Tis  unphilofo- 
fhical,  and  grounded  upon  occult  Qualities. 

’Tis 
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The  Preface.  xi, 

’Tts  filly  and  abfurd  \  for  what  can  be  more  ridicu¬ 
lous,  than  to  make  of  Imagination  a  Knife ,  a  Ham¬ 
mer. ,  a  TPafiry-Cook,  a  fhief,  a  c Painter,  a  jack  of 
all  Trades y  a  Juggler,  DoBor  Fauftus,  the  Devil,  and 
:  all  ? 

*Tis  fawcy  and  fcandalous,  in  fuppofng  that  thofe, 
whom  God  Almighty  has  endowed,  not  only  with  fo 
j  many  Charms,  but  alfo,  with  an  extraordinary  Love 
I  and  Tendernefs  for  their  Children,  injlead  of  an - 
:i  fweritig  the  End  they  are  made  for,  do  breed  Mon- 
i  iters  by  the  Wantonnefs  of  their  Imagination. 

fTis  mifchievous  and  cruel  *  it  dijlurbs  whole  Fa¬ 
milies,  diJlraBs  the  Brains  of  credulous  ^People,  and 
puts  them  in  continual  Fears,  and  in  Danger  of  their 
,  Lives  :  In  fhort ,  Bis  fuch  a  publick  Nutfance ,  that 
i  ’tis  the  Inter efl  of  every  Body  to  join  together  againfl 
i  fuch  a  Monger,  and  to  root  it  entirely  out  of  the 
!  World.  i 

Now,  if  thefe  fever al  Char abler s  of  Truth  and 
Falfehood  on  both  Sides  are  carefully  weighed,  and 
|  confdered,  I  hope,  it  will  be  eafy  for  the  Headers  to 
determine,  who  is  in  the  Wrong,  and  who  is  in  the 
Right. 

;  .  '  * . 

I 
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Propo- 


Pro  positions  fet  down  in 

this  Treat ife. 

I.  By  Imagination  ists,  I  mean  thofe ,  who  be¬ 
lieve  the  Power  of  the  Mother’s  Imagination  over  the 
Foetus. 

II.  There’s  no  *  Solutio  Continui  without  fame 
Force  or  Violence: 

III.  Imaginations//?  aft  by  fome  Means. 

IV.  (PaJJlon j  in  Refpeft  of  the  Mind ,  is  a  Modifi¬ 
cation  of  Thoughts ,  but  Motion  in  Refpeft  of  the  Body . 

V.  (paffions  aft  upon  the  Body  by  Accelerating. f  ct 
Diminijbtng  the  Velocity  oj  the  Blood  and  Spirits . 

VI.  Imagination  cannot  aft  beyond  the  Sphere  of 
the  Soul  and  of  the  Body. 

VII.  There’s  no  Senfation  without  Nerves . 

VIII.  Nerves ?  being  once  divided, ,  can  never  re¬ 
unite y  and  do  their  former  Funftions. 

IX.  A  Ligature ,  era  (Prejfion  upon  a  Nerve  ?  or  a 
Blood-Vejfely  makes  them  ufelefs  fo  long  as  it  lajls. 

X.  The  longer  is  an  Artery ,  the  Jlower  is  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Blood  at  the  Extremity  of  the  Veffel . 

XI.  The 


*  ViJTolmio  Continui  was  a  Fault  of  the  Print  in  my 
fir  ft  Treatife. 


XI.  The  Rudiments  of  all  (Plants,  and  Animals f 
ire  from  the  Beginning  of  the  World. 

XII.  Conception  is  independant  on  the  Mother's 

Will. 

*  , 

I  $ v  ^ .  te 

XIII.  The  Ovum  is  for  a  long  Time  in  the  Fallo¬ 
pian  Tube,  and  in  the  Uterus  without  Adhefion. 

I 

XIV.  The  Foetus  has  a  Senfation  and  a  Circuit 
Sion  of  the  Blood  independant  on  the  Mother . 

XV.  Deformities  ought  to  he  lefs  amazing  than 
the  vajl  Number  of  regular  Bodies . 

Thefe  Propoftions ,  which  were  placed  at  the 
Head  of  the  Book,  as  an  Index,  have  not  efcaped 
Dr.  Turner's  Genfure.  I'll  take  Notice  only  of  one 
Angle  Reflexion.  What  Force,  I  pray,  or  Violence 
is  wanting  to  divide  a  Thread,  or  a  Piece  ^Pudding 
upon  your  Trencher  with  a  lharp  Knife?  Defence, 
5  pag.  82.  There's  no  Neceffity  of  an  Anfwer,  when 
any  Book  upon  Mechanical  Powers  may  decide 
the  Controverly.  Not  one  Word  of  the  Pudding. 
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The  Power  of  the 


!  Mother’s  Imagination 

|  OVER  THE 

I  F  OE  T  U  S  - 


EXAMINED, 


f 


Ch  a  p.  I. 

The  State  of  the  Question. 

* 

Eformities,  which  ibrne  Children 
bring  into  the  World,  being  always 
frightful,  and  the  Occanon  df  great 
Surprife,  and  Concern  in  tender  Pa¬ 
rents  }  my  Deiign  in  this  Treadle 
is  to  enquire  into  their  true  Gauft^ 
and  to  examine  how  far  the  common  Opinion^  which 
lays  the  Fault  Upon  the  Mothers  Itnaganiiml^  fttay 


t 


(  2  ) 

be  allowed  to  be  true,  and  how  far  it  feems  to  be 
falfo. 

If,  in  the  Management  of  this  Controverfy,  I  do 
differ  from  the  Judgment  of  others,  I  hope  the 
Reader  will  be  10  kind  as  to  excufe  me )  lince  I 
declare  iincerely,  I  don’t  do  it  to  be  lingular,  and 
by  a  Spirit  of  Contradiction,  but  in  Charity,  Juftice, 
and  Equity  5  and  with  no  other  View,  than  to  eafe 
the  Minds  of  thofe,  who  do  wrongfully  fancy 
themfelves  guilty  of  what,  I  believe,  they  are  en¬ 
tirely  innocent. 

Imagination  in  pregnant  Women,  fo  far 'as  it 
relates  to  the  Feet  us ,  and  is  the  SubjeCt  of  this  Dis¬ 
pute,  is  a  Modification  of  the  Mother’s  Thoughts 
upon  certain  outward  ObjeCts,  which  are  common¬ 
ly  referred  to  thefe  few  Heads. 


1*  A  ftrong  Longing  for  fomething  in  particular, 
in  which  Delire  the  Mother  is  either  gratified,  or 
difappointed.  2.  A  ludden  Surpriie.  3.  The 
Sight  and  Abhorrence  of  an  ugly  and  frightful  Ob- 
4.  The  Pleafure  of  Looking  on,  and  Con¬ 
templating,  even  for  a  long  Time,  a  PiCfure,  or 
whatfoever  is  delightful  to  the  Fancy.  5.  Fear, 
and  Conflcrnation,  and  great  Apprehenfion  of 
Dangers.  6.  And  laid}/,  An  Excels  of  Anger,  of 
Grief]  or  of  Joy. 

I.  This  being  premifed,  feveral  Queftions  do  na¬ 
turally  prefent  themfelves  to  be  examined.  The 
firft  is.  In  what  Senie  can  the  Mother  do  an  Injury 
to  the  Foetus  in  Uter 0  ? 

I  anfwer,  that  the  Child  may  receive  fomeFIurt 
by  Means  of  its  Mother,  this  being  laid  down  as 
a  general  Rule,  that  the  Profperity  or  the  foetus 
does  depend  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Mother  ;  and 
that,  whatever  is  detrimental  to  her  is  dire&ly,  or 

indirectly, 
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indireftiy,  prejudicial  to  the  other* 

It  fuffcrs  not  only  by  the  Diftempers  of  the  Pa* 
rents,  but  alfo  by  feveral  Accidents,  as  great  Falls, 
Bruifes,  and  Blows  the  Mother  receives,  by  her 
laborious  Work,  by  odd  and  conftrained  Pq- 
fitions  of  her  Body ;  by  the  Irregularity  of  her 
|  Diet,  and  of  her  Actions  j  by  immoderate  Danc¬ 
ing,  Running,  Jumping,  Riding,  Exccfs  of  Laugh¬ 
ing,  frequent  and  violent  Sneezing,  and  all  other 
i  Agitations  of  the  Body. 

The  Child  may  alfo  fuffer  by  the  Affections  of 
:  the  Mother's  Mind.  For  the  Difappointment  of 
I  what  ihe  defires  is  fufficient  to  make  her  uneafy, 
and  pine  away ;  deprive  her  of  Sleep  and  Quiet, 
and  even  of  Food,  and  confequently  the  Child  runs 
|  the  Risk,  for  Want  of  due  and  wholefome  Nou- 
:  riihment,  to  grow  feeble  and  weak,  and  at  laffc  to 
lofe  its  Life.  Upon  that  Account,  Ms  very  necef- 
fary  to  gratify  the  Longing  oi  pregnant  Women,. 

|  if  it  be  poffible  and  fafe. 

Frightful  and  Ugly  Ohjecis,  which  are  Ihocking 
,!  even  to  Men  of  Courage,  are  to  be  carefully  re- 
:  moved  from  the  Sight  of  pregnant  Women,  as  be¬ 
ing  apt  to  diiturb  their  Minds,  and  to  fill  them 
with  Horror,  Fear,  and  Apprehenlian. 

Anger  is  a  Paiiion  that  puts  the  whole  Fabrick 
of  the  Body  out  of  Frame.  Cholerick  Perfons  in 
their  Furor  have  been  feifed  with  Fits  of  Apo- 
I  plexy:  In  thofe  People,  the  Agitations  of  the 
Mind,  and  of  the  Body,  leem,  now  and  then,  to 
|  threaten  an  entire  Ruin,  as  it  appears  by  their  Cla¬ 
mours  and  Foaming  at  the  Mouth,  the  Colour  and 
Swelling  of  their  Eyes,  the  violent  Palpitation  of 
the  Heart,  and  a  Sort  of  an  univerfa!  Gonvulhon. 
In  that  Cafe,  Ms  much  to  be  feared,  that  the  Blood, 
flowing  with  great  Vehemence  towards  the  Uterus 
i  may  feparate  the  placenta,  and  caufe  an  Abortion. 

A  2  Surprife 
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Surprife  is  very  dangerous  :  I  appeal  to  Per* 
fons  who  have  been  frighted,  if  they  did  not  feel 
their  Heart  fluttering,  a  general  Tremor ,  and  the 
BpweU,  as  it  were,  drawn  inwards,  and  their  Back 
Opened  in  twc\  The  Caufe  is  the  violent  and, 
convulflye  Motion  of  the.  Diaphragm ,  and  of  the 
Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen,  which,  like  a  ftrong  Bar, 
ftrike  upon  the  Vifcera .  Now,  where's  the  W on- 
der5  that,  fuch  a  Force  prefling  upon  the  Uterus , 
which  is  alfo  in  Convullion,  mould  knead  the 
tender  Child,  and  caufe  Diflocations,  Fractures, 
Mutilations,  Hernias,  Ecchymofes,  &c  ? 

IL  The  next  Queftions  are,  Whether  the  ftrong 
Attention  of  the  Mother's  Mind  to  a  determi¬ 
nate  Object  can  caufe  a  determinate ,  or  a  fpeci - 
fiek  Impfdlion  upon  the  Body  of  the  Child,  with¬ 
out  any  i  Tree,  or  Violence  from  abroad  ? 

And  Jaftly,  Whether  in  the  Fit  of  Imagination , 
Chirapst,  or  the  Application  of  the  Mother's 
Hand  to  any  particular  Place  of  her  Body,  though 
accidental,  and  not  premeditated,  can  work  fympa-, 
thetically  upon  the  like  Part  of  the  Body  o  £  Foetus, 
and  be  of  any  dangerous  Confequence  ? 

Moft  People  are  for  the  Affirmative  of  thefe 
two  Queftions.  They  believe,  that  the  Imagination 
of  a  pregnant  Woman  is  able  td  imprint  upon  the 
Chile!  the  Pveprefentation  of  the  Object,  which 
the  Mother  has  in  View;  as  for  Inffance,  that 
the  ftrong  Delire  of  Reaches,  or  Cherries  not  being 
fatisfted  does  caufe  the  Colour  and  Shape  of  a 
Teach,  or  of  a  Cherry  upon  the  Foetus ;  that  the 
mere  Longing  for  Mufcles  is  fufficient  to  tranfub- 
Jiantiate  thc  true  and  original  Head  of  the  Child 
into  a  SheJl-Fifh :  That  the  frightful  Sight  of  a  lame 
Man,  without  any  concomitant  Injury  from  abroad, 
tyijl  mutilate  the  Hand  of  the  Embryo }  &c. 
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The  Motion  of  the  Hand  is  alfo  a  Circumftance, 
which  is  very  feldom,  or  never  omitted  in  giving 
an  Account  of  monfir  ous  Births,  that  G ejaculation , 
being  thought  to  be  effential,  and  of  great  Virtue 
and  Efficacy ;  as  if  Imagination  made  Ufe  of  it,  for 
a  Signal  to  her  Dragoons  to  take  free  Quarters  no 
where  elfe  but  in  the  Place  which  lhe  points  at. 

Father  Mahbranche ,  a  high  Imaginationifi ,  has 
made  a  notable  Difcovery  in  that  Terra  incognita , 
which  is  not  to  be  flighted  ;  for  he's  very  positive, 

?  that  the  Exercife  of  the  Hand,  being  managed  in 
a  prudent  Way,  may,  in  Part,  be  a  Sort  of  Wre- 
j erroat he  againft  the  Word:  of  thefe  Accidents,  or, 
like  a  Damm ,  to  turn  afide  and  divert  the  violent 
Streams  of  the  turbulent  Spirits  to  a  fafer  Part  in 
the  Child's  Body,  where  they'll  have  full  Liberty 
of  c Trancing  without  any  great  Inconvenience.  I'll 
give  the  Receipt  in  another  Place  for  the  Benefit 
‘  of  the  Publick. 

I  own,  Mercurialis ,  lib.  a.  de  morb.  Mulier.  fays, 

I  that  this  is  an  idle  Notion  \Nuga\  and  that,  if  any 
Part  is  marked  rather  than  another,  'tis  from  its 
Difpofltion,  or  by  Chance  :  But  in  that  Particular 
he  does  entirely  differ  from  all  others.  And  indeed 
the  Power  of  Imagination ,  and  the  Virtue  of  Chi- 
rapfy ,  feem,  in  that  Syftem,  to  be  infeparable,  both 
of  them  being  equally  fupported  by  the  fame  Tra¬ 
dition,  the  fame  Witnenes,  and  the  fame  Aflurancc 
in  their  Depositions  :  So  that  there's  no  Medium, 
they  muft  ftand  or  fall  both  together. 

But  thefe  Opinions,  in  my  judgment,  are  fo  full 
of  Abfurdities,  that  I'm  inclin'd  to  take  them  for 
vulgar  Errors,  which  have  infenflbly  crept  into  the 
World,  and  are  now  generally  received,  without 
any  Examination,  though  they  be  contrary  to  Ex¬ 
perience,  Reason,  and  Anatomy,  all  which  I'll 
(endeavour  to  Ihew  in  the  following  Chapters. 

Chap,  IL 


C  H  A  p.  II- 

That  Experience  is  againfi  the 
Current  Opinion . 

THE  Truth  of  this  AfTertion  will  appear  ea« 
fil y,  if  we  confider  well  the  Character  of 
certain  and  undoubted  Experience,  in  RefpeCi  of 
natural  Caufes. 

,  Experience  is  the  Knowledge  of  a  Matter  of  FaCt 
by  a  fafficient  Number  of  Obfervations. 

I.  The  Obfervations  ought  to  relate  to  the  feve- 
ral  Branches  of  the  FaCt  in  Qudtion. 

a.  To  be  clear,  and  intelligible,  and  grounded 
upon  the  Tdtimony  of  our  Senfes,  and  not  depend¬ 
ing  upon  occult  Qualities,  Suppositions,  Conject¬ 
ures,  HearTays,  and  Cafualties. 

3.  To  be  uniform,  and  not  contradictory  to  one 
another. 

:  / 

4.  They  muft  be  in  fuch  a  Number,  as  to  over- 
Iba! lance  all  Objections,  or  Count  er-Obfervat  ions,  by 
a  vaft  Disproportion  :  The  Cortex  is  a  Specific k  in 
intermitting  Fevers,  but  Ihould  it  deferve  that  Name 
if  it  cured  only  one  Single  Patient  in  a  Thoufand  ? 

5.  Tdtimony  by  Hear-fay,  and  taken  at  Second 
or  third  Hand,  is  to  be  received  with  a  great 
Deal  of  Caution. 


6.  The 


6.  The  Credit  of  unknown  Witneffes  does  di¬ 
mini  fh,  in  Proportion  of  the  Diftance  of  Places 
and  Times. 

t  «  •  r  s 

; "  j  L  .  j.  -  ' ;  :  :  l  !.0 

7.  Witneffes  ought  to  be  true,  honeft,  and  with¬ 
out  an y  Intereil  to  cheat. 

v  *  ■  L  *  ■  %. '  ■  ■ 

8.  They  are  to  be  judicious,  neither  credulous, 
nor  prepoffeft,  nor  too  hafty. 

p.  And  laflly,  W7itneffes  are  not  to  be  traced, 
if  it  be  difcovered,  that,  at  any  Time,  they  have 
been  pofitive  in  affirming  a  Fact  to  be  true,  which 
afterwards  has  been  found  to  be  falfe; 

Now  let  us  examine  by  thefe  Rules  the  Current 
Opinion  of  the  Power  of  the  Mother’s  Imagination 
over  the  Foetus . 


THE  SEVERAL 

ems  and  Variations 

O  F  X  H  E 

;  Imaginationists, 

T  1 H at  Syflem  has,  from  Time  to  Time,  fuffered  lb  ‘ 
JL  many  conliderable  Variations  upon  very  dlential , 
Points,  tnat  ’tis  impoffible  the  fame  Experience  can' 

erl?,^avo.ur c°ntrary  and  different  Aflertions. 

.  -ihe  chief  Variations  are  thefe.  i.  The  ,Imam 
watmijfs  are  hot  agreed  upon  the  tyer/wy  whofe 

Imagination 


Imagination  does  the  Work,  i.  They  can't  tdi 
the  Time  when  Imagination  is  in  Force  or  Seafdn. 

3.  They  quarrel  about  the  Extent  of  its  Power* 
In  fhort,  their  Opinion  feems  to  be  a  Hydra  with 
one  fingle  Tail  and  feveral  Heads* 

I.  I  own,  that,  at  this  prefent  Time,  the  foie  and 
abfolute  Power  of  Imagination  is  fettled  upon  the 
Mother }  and  the  Women,  to  my  great  Surprife, 
are  fo  weak,  as  to  plead  guilty  to  luch  an  Accufa- 
tion,  groundlefs  and  contrary  to  their  Interefts. 

Yet  feveral  good  Authors  have  formerly  pretend¬ 
ed,  that  the  Imagination  of  the  Male,  as  well  as  of 
the  Female ,  in  any  Kind  of  living  Creatures,  does 
contribute  to  the  Colouring  of  the  Foetus ,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  (Pliny  7,  12.  Co  git  at io  utriufque,  Amman 
Jiibito  tranfvolans ,  ef  ingere  Jimilitudinem  aut  mifiere 
exiflimatur.  c  The  Thought  or  Imagination  of 
c  [Male  and  Female^)  paffing  fuddenly  through  the 
4  Mind,  is  reputed  to  imprint,  or  confound  the  Si- 
4  militude. 

Some  have  brought  the  Child  into  the  Plot,  and 
put  it  at  the  Head  of  the  Confpirators,  pretend¬ 
ing  that  the  Circum dances,  the  Foetus  is  in,  are  an 
occafional  Caufe  of  the  Mother's  Longings,  as  a 
Direftion  of  what  is  good  and  ufeful  to  the 
Embryo .  'Tis  upon  that  Suppofition,  that  when 
a  Babe  does  net  thrive,  Huries  judging  that  the 
Infant  has  been  in  Want,  make  it  luck  a  Piece  of 
roafted  Pig,  as  a  Fanactea  which  does  immediate-* 
ly  fupply  all  former  Diiappointments, 

Others  do  carry  their  Credulity  fo  far,  as  to 
believe,  that  by  ^  Strength  of  Imagination ,  Men 
are  able  to  work  upon  Perfons  at  a  v  aft  Diftance,, 
afflid  them  with  Diftempers  or  cure  them  ;  change 
their  Conftitutioii  and  Shape,  and  even  command 
the  Cock  dial  Bodies* 

v—  J  '  They. 


They  comparV  Imagination  to .  a  very  ftrong 
Magnet ,  which  has  th c  Sphere  of  its  Activity  ex- 
j  tended  to  a  prodigious  Length,  and  which  can, 
|  within  that  Compais,  attract,  remove,  and  turn  up, 
and  down  all  Things,  Animate  and  Inanimate. 


If  that  be  true,  How  are  poor  Women  deceived? 
A  Child  has  upon  its  Body  a  Decolouration,  or  a 
Deformity  ;  the  Mother  takes  the  Fault  upon  her- 
folf  when  all  this  while,  Ms  fome  Body  elfe,  who 
1  fixing  his  Imagination  upon  the  Mother,  and  the 
3  Child,  has  been  the  Caufe  of  the  Misfortune. 

I 

As  ftrange  and  ridiculous  this  Opinion  appears  to 
i  be,  yet  it  has  been  maintain'd  by  <■ Paracel/us ,  CroU 
i  lius y  Pomponatius ,  and  feveral  others.  What  Name 
:l  to  give  to  it,  I  can't  tell,  but  it  looks  like  Magick 
J  and  Conjuration. 

And  now  I  humbly  beg  Dr,  burners  Pardon,  if 
I  prefume  to  fay,  that  he  feems  to  favour  thofo 
Notions,  at  leaft  if  he  affixes  any  Meaning  to  his 
Words  ;  and  pray,  is  it  not  by  them,  that  I  muft 
judge  of  his  Thoughts  ?  For  pag.  107.  de  tnorbis 
cut  an .  fpeaking  of  the  prodigious  Feats  he  a  1« 
cribes  unto  Imagination ,  he  thinks  fit  to  name 
thefe  mighty  Performances,  Transanimation, 

— -  Transformation  of  Body,  * - and 

calling  down  even  the  Planets,  if pofjible ,  and  the 
Stars  out  of  the  Firmament. 


1.  The  Variations,  in  refpeil:  of the  Time,  that 
Imagination  is  at  Work,  are  very  remarkable.  The 
Ancients  did  fix  it  to  the  very  Moment  of  Con¬ 
cept  ion^  by  which  they  underftood  the  very  Inffont 
ot  Copulation ,  or  Receptio  Semin  is.  I  have  Pliny 
lor  my  Author.  ’It's  believed ,  fays  he,  that  whatever 

C  »  1$ 
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is  feen,  heard,  remembred,  or  thought  of,  at  the  Time 
of  Conception,  is  very  ufeful  to  a  Refemblance*. 

The  lame  Opinion  Seems  to  have  been  current  in 
Sir  "Thomas  Moore's  Time  }  for,  in  an  Epigram  upon 
one  Sabims ,  he  writes  as  follows, 

Atqui  Graves  tradmit  Sophi, 

Quodcunque  Mat  res  interim 

Imaginantur  f on  iter, 

Dam  liberis  datur  Opera, 

Ejus  latenter  et  Notas 

Certas  et  indelebiles 

Modoque  inexplicabili 

In  femen  ipfum  congeri. 

% 

The  modern  Itnaghiationijls,  to  give  a  better 
Countenance  to  their  'Tales,  have  prudently  thought 
ft  to  inlarge  the  Time ;  well  considering  that,  in  the 
other  Supposition,  Fancy  had  no  Leiiure  to  medi¬ 
tate  earneitly  on  Monffers,  or  frightful  Objehls 
in  that  very  Moment,  and  that  the  Latin  Admo¬ 
nition,  Age,  quod  Agis,  is  never  obferved  more 
llridtly,  than  upon  that  Occaiion. 

Dr.  Turner  is  of  Opinion,  that  Imagination  be¬ 
gins  to  be  in  Force  for  the  moft  Tart  after  Quick¬ 
ening,  when  by  the  Motion  of  the  Foetus,  the  Mother's 
Anxiety  about  its  Welfare  is  gr eat ejl,  her  Concern fir  on g- 
e/f?  and  her  Thoughts  now  more  intenfe  about  it,  (as 
af  ter  through  all  the fdcceeding  Time  of  Geilation )  than 
we  can  fuppofsthem  to  have  been  before ,  when  Jbe  was 
not  certainly  ajfured,  whether  or  no  fhe  had  conceived. 
Defen.  pag.  142.  But 

*  Cogitatio  UtPvIusc^ue,  am  mum  fubito  tranfvolans ,  ef- 
firigere  Simlitudinem  aut  mifeere  exijhmatut.  Similitudinem 
quidem  in  merits  reputatio  effy  et  in  qua  crcduntur  multa  jortutta 
Poller e ,  vifttsy  Judit:;st  Msmoria,  tJauftieque  Imagines  {ub  ipfo 
Conceviv.  Plin,  lib 12. 
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But,  in  fhort,  now  moft  Authors  allow  to  Ima - 
gination  the  full  Compafs  of  the  Nine  Months  to 
the  very  Hour  of  Delivery ,  without  taking  the  lead 
Trouble  to  give  an  Account  of  thofe  large  Limbs 
Imagination  is  fuppofed  to  fnatch  away  from  the 
Foetus ,  when  it  is  once  come  to  a  confiderable  Bignefs. 


3.  The  laft  Variation ,  in  Refpeft  of  the  Effects 
of  Imagination ,  is  very  conliderable,  and  delerves 
to  be  examined. 

I  do  not  find,  in  all  the  Works  of  Hippocrates ,  one 
fingle  Word  relating  to  this  Subject  $  of  which 
more  hereafter,  when  I  come  to  dijjetf  Dr.  Turner's 
12 tb  Chapter,  where  he  afierts  the  contrary. 

Thofe  who  came  fever  al  Centuries  alter  him, 
don't  feem  to  lay  any  great  Strefs  on  the  Power 
of  the  Parents  Imagination  upon  the  Children.  They 
were  fatisfied  to  attribute  to  it  no  greater  Virtue 
than  to  favour  a  Similitude  of  Faces,  and  of  Com¬ 
plexions^  and,  it  may  be,  fome  flight  Di [colourations 
of  the  Skin. 

Monjlers  were  alwrays  accounted  for  byth z  Ancients 
in  another  Way,  and  from  more  rational  Caufes,  as 
r.  From  a  Redundancy  or  Deficiency  of  Semen . 
%  From  its  vicious  Quality.  3.  From  a  Mixture  and 
Confiifion  of  feveral  lorts  of  Seeds .  4.  From  fome 
Deformities  in  the  Parents.  5.  From  an  ill  Con-forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Uterus .  6.  From  an  unnatural  Copula¬ 
tion.  7.  From  fome  violent  Accidents.  8.  And 
laftly,  from  c. ■Providence ,  and  the  Vengeance  of  God  . 

C  2  f 

*  Ex  Imaginations  folummodo,  Concept  am  fruftrari  forma 
Homin'ts  fienque  jenfltivum,  five  Animal  ejus  Spec  id  cujus  eras 
■Animal  Imaginations  concept  am,  ayt  ad  cujus  occur fum  focmina 
cantnrbata  fuerat^  vix  ant  ne  vix  qmdem  adduci  pojfum  ut  exijli- 
mem.  Si  qufpiam  fimile  aliquqndo  contmgat>  Hand  libera  omni- 
no  erit  mtihtr  trit  de  Sufpidone  Bruti  qhcujys  acceffus,  ]\oa 
L’ricas  a  Callro  a  M  mortis  mulierum . 
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I  can  never  believe ,  (fays  Rodericus  a  Castro,) 
Imagination  is  to  deprive  the  Foetus  of  its 
human  Shape ,  to  make  an  Animal ,  which  the 

Mother  has  had  in  her  Fancy ,  or  which  Jhe  has 
been  frighted  :  If  fuch  Thing  does  happen , 

Reafon  to  fufpeSl  an  unnatural  Copulation . 

This  has  been  the  conftant  Doctrine  without  any 
conliderable  Interruption,  till  within  thefe  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty  Years  :  But  the  Cafe  is  now  much 
altered.  Imagination  fcorns  to  be  a  petty  dPedlar , 
and  to  deal  only  in  foolifh  Pictures,  which  were  fo  ill 
made,  that  *twas  difficult  to  diftinguifh  between  a 
Codling. ,  a  Trotter ,  or  a  CPotatoea  She  has  ingroffed 
the  whole  Trade  of  Deformities ,  and  fhe  is  come 
to  fuch  a  Perfection  in  that  Manufadture,  that  you 
find  in  her  Shop  nothing  but  exaB  Draughts,  and 
Similitudes  of  Animals,  or  their  Parts,  of  Vegetables 
pr  Things  inanimate,  if  we  believe  Dr.  Turner  :  She 
can  alfo  furnifh  you  with  Monflers  of  all  Sorts,  at 
all  Times,  at  a  Minutes  Warning,  without  any  De¬ 
lay,  or  Lofs  of  Buhnefe. 

If  the  Queftion  is  asked,  What  Reafon  could  in¬ 
duce  modern  Authors,  to  receed  fo  widely  from 
the  Opinion  of  the  Ancients ,  who  kept  within  feme 
Bounds  ofModefty  ?  I  anfwer,  that  in  all  Proba¬ 
bility,  Philofophers  being  continually  harraffed 
by  troublefome  Inquirers,  did  not  think  fit  to 
enter  into  a  Difcuffion  of  natural  Caules,  but  to 
make  Ufe  of  a  common  Plea,  calculated  to  the 
Underftandi'ng  of  ignorant  People,  who  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  receive  it  as  Satisfactory.  a.  The  Ancients , 
amongft  the  Caufes  of  Monjlers ,  having  named  the 
Anger  of  GW,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  this  made  fo 
great  Impreflion  on  the  Minds  of  Parents  that, 
out  of  Charity,  it  was  thought  fit,  for  their  Comfort, 
to  throw  all  the  Misfortune  at  once,  upon  I- 
magi nation ,  as  an  eafy  Way  to  remove  all 

Scruples 
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Scruples  upon  that  Account*  roid*  Barthol \  cent* 
3-  75- 

Now,  ifthefe  feveral  Variations  are  well  weighed 
and  confidered,  the  Reader  will  judge  eafily,  that 
the  Imaginationifis  have  no  Reafon  to  brag,  as 
they  do,  of  Antiquity  and  Experience,  in  Fa« 
vour  of  their  Opinion. 


Chap.  Ill 


More  Proofs ,  that  Experi¬ 

ence  is  againft  the  Current 
Opinion. 

BU  T  to  put  this  Controverly  in  a  true  Light, 
'tis  very  neceffary  to  examine  all  poffible  Ca¬ 
fes  relating  to  the  Mother's  Imagination . 

i.  There  is  fometimes  Imagination ,  and  yet  af¬ 
terwards  neither  Marks  nor  Deformities  follow. 

2.  There  are  Marks ,  &c.  without  any  prece¬ 
dent  Imagination . 

3.  There  are  Marks ,  &c.  pretended  to  be  Sub- 
fequent  to,  and  the  Etfedt  of  the  Mother's  Imagi¬ 
nation. 

Now,  in  all  thefe  three  different  Cafes  Experi¬ 
ence  is  againft  the  Imaginationifis. 

Ima  ox- 
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Imagination,  and  no  Specifics:  Marks. 

Imagination  is  not  fo  malignant  to  the  Foetus ,  as 
*tis  commonly  reported,  or  elfe  the  Race  of  Men 
ihould  infenfibly  degenerate  into  a  Generation  of 
Monjiers.  How  many  Women  are  difturbed,  du¬ 
ring  their  Pregnancy,  by  ftrange  Dellres,  odd 
Palfions,  and  Frights,  and  yet  Experience  ihews 
that  the  Children  come  into  the  World  well  fha- 
ped,  and  without  the  lead:  Token  of  the  Mother's 
Fancy ;  except  when  there  has  been  fome  outward 
Force  or  Violence  on  the  Uterus ,  and  the  Body  of 
the  Foetus . 

A  Gentlewoman,  of  very  good  Credit,  who  had 
an  Aversion  againft  Cats,  has  affured  me,  that  one 
Evening,  being  ready  to  go  to  Bed,  a  large  Cat 
rufhed  unexpecdly  into  her  Chamber  through  the 
Cafement,  and  flew  dire&ly  to  her  Body,  from 
which,  with  fome  Difficulty,  it  was  removed  by  the 
Servants :  And  yet,  notwith  Handing  this  great 
Fright,  flie  was,  in  two  or  three  Months  lime, 
fafcly  delivered  of  a  beautiful  Son,  who  had  not 
the  lead:  Shew  of  Smellers  or  Claws ,  nor  of  any 
Thing  refembting  that  Animal  But  His  very  re¬ 
markable,  that  afterwards,  inftead  of  being  afraid 
of  Cats,  the  Child  loved  to  handle,  and  even  to 
torment  them,  as  if  he  took  Pleafure  to  revenge 
the  Intuit  his  Mother  had  fullered. 

I  could  give  a  long  Catalogue  of  pregnant  W o- 
men,  who  have  been  frighted  by  difmal  Objects,  or 
other  dreadful  Accidents,  or  difappointed  in  their 
Defires ;  and  yet  thofe  Misfortunes  did  not  appear, 
upon  the  Birtft  of  the  Children,  to  have  been  vifi- 
bly  of  fiich  an  ill  Ccnfequence  to  them,  as  to  mark 
their  Bodies. 

I  am  only  fatisfyM  to  take  Notice  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots.  Every  Body  knows,  that  her 

Ma** 
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j  Majefty  being  at  Supper  in  her  Clofet,  fome  Per* 
fons  entered  her  Apartment  Sword  in  Hand,  and 
in  a  very  rude  and  diff  efpedtful  Manner,  and  ftabbed 
David  Rixio  her  Secretary  $  who,  thinking  to  fave 

I  his  Life,  did  immediately  feize  the  Queen  about 
the  Waite,  crying  for  Mercy,  at  the  lame  Time 
that  the  Executioners  were  repeating  the  Blows, 
It  is  inrpofiibie  to  exprefs  the  Heighth  of  Fright 

I  and  Conit dilation  that  Princefs  was  put  to,  during 
that  bloody  Tragedy,  the  Table,  Candles,  Meat 
and  Di flies  being  overthrown,  and  the  Place  filled 
with  the  Shrieks  and  Groans  of  the  unhappy  Suffer¬ 
er,  and  the  Queen' s  loud  Exclamations  j  and  yet. 
When  the  Royal  tyrime ,  King  ]  a  m  b  s  the  Fir  ft 
was  born,  not  one  fingle  Scratch  was  found  about 

I  his  Body,  nor  any  Similitude  of  Wounds ;  tho*  I 
am  apt  to  believe,  that  Imagination  is  no  Refpedter 
ofperfons,  and  was  not  afraid,  if  flie  meddled  with 
that  Royal  Babe,  to  be  indidfed  for  High  Trea- 
fon. 

I  own,  that  it  is  reported  of  that  King,  that 
he  could  not  bear  the  Sight  of  a  Flaked  Sword  5  but 
was  he  not  as  much  dilordered  at  the  Report  of 
a  Gun,  as  if  David  Rixio  had  been  fliot  ?  Can't 
we  find  about  us  many  People  who  have  the  fame 
Weaknefs,  and  yet  their  Mothers  were  never  af¬ 
frighted  in  their  Pregnancy.  I  have  been  allured 
that  Perfons  of  very  great  Courage,  have  in  the 
Beginning  of  an  Engagement  betrayed  fome  Con¬ 
cern  in  their  Looks,  and  that  even  they  have  been 
fubjeef  to  certain  Accidents,  wrhich  are  in  reality 
more  owing  to  the  Debility  and  Relaxation  of 
certain  Sphmffers ,  than  to  Want  of  Valour  and  Re- 
iolution. 

To  account  for  the  Averfion  King  James  had  to 
a  naked  Sword,  there's  no  Necdlity  to  have  Re* 
courfe  to  Imagination . 

,  *  Ti 
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If  Babes  jire  accidentally  frighted,  and  fall  into 
Convulfion  Fits,  which  afHi<5t  them  afterwards  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  Courie  of  their  Lives,  'tis  often  a 
Secret  which  is  carefully  confined  within  the  Nur- 
fery. 

His  Majefty  King  James  the  Firffc  had  the 
Misfortune  to  be  train'd  up  to  Fear  from  his  In¬ 
fancy.  His  Attendants  were  his  Mother's  bitter 
Enemies,  who,  no  doubt,  in  their  Converfations, 
repeated  continually  the  dreadful  Stories  of  David 
Rtxio’s  miferable  Death,  and  of  the  barbarous  Mur¬ 
der  of  the  Lord  Darkly, ,  the  King's  Father,  and 
that  in  the  Flearing  of  the  Infant y  and  probably 
with  Threatnings  and  Aggravations,  and  with 
heavy  Reflections  upon  the  Queen  his  Mother. 
Don't  we  know,  that  Children,  even,  when  they 
can  hardly  fpeak,  give  great  Attention  to  the  Dii- 
courfe  Nurles  are  too  apt  to  make  upon  Spirits, 
Apparitions,  and  Witches,  and  that  they  retain  an 
odd  Impreffion  of  Fear  fo  long  as  they  live.  The 
King's  Governefs,  and  his  T utor  a  learned  Fedant , 
ufed  him  very  roughly  and  with  Haughtineis,  My 
Lady  Marry  fays  Sir  James  Melvil  in  his  Memoirs, 
held  the  King  in  great  Awe,  and  fo  did  Mr.  George 
Buchanan — he  was  a  Stoician ,  and  did  not  look 
before  him .  Money  was  coined  in  his  Name,  with 
a  Sword  or  Dagger  ereCt,  in  the  Middle  of  thofe 
frightful  Words,  Fro  me  Si  Mereoy  Si  non  in  rney 
which  was  as  much  as  to  hang  continually  the  Point 
of  a  Sword  over  his  Head.  His  Minority  was  at¬ 
tended  with  great  Troubles  and  eminent  Dangers, 
from  the  ill  Deligns  of  the  Earl  of  Bothwelly  anti  at 
laft  his  Majefty  had  the  AfRiftion,  to  hear  of  the 
barbarous  Execution  of  his  Mother.  All  which 
unhappy  Circumftances  were  enough  to  make  him 
hate  the  very  Name  of  Fighting.  After  all  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  that  his  pacihck  Temper  has 
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;  given  Occafion  to  fay  more  of  him  than  was  literally 

;  true. 

Let  it  be  how  it  will,  to  attribute  the  King’s 
:  fearful  Inclination,  to  his  Mother’s  Imagination ,  is 
but  a  Conjecture,  and  a  Supposition  j  but  what  is 
certain  is,  that  he  was  bom  without  any  Bruife  or 
Wounds,  which  is  fufficient  to  demon  (Irate  the  Im* 
potency  of  Imagination ,  even  when  it  is  in  its  full 
Strength. 

M  arks  and  Defo  r  m  iti  es  without '  any 
/  receeding  I  u  A  gina  t  ion* 

A  long  Experience ,  which  can  never  be  brought 
into  Queltion,  fhews,  that  fome  Children  are  born 
with  Marks  and  Deformities,  and  yet  the  Mothers* 
never  had  any  Surprize,  nor  Longing,  nor  any  o- 
ther  Accident,  to  be  the  Qecaiion  or  thole  Marks , 
&c. 

!I  have  feen  a  young  Man,  who  had.  the  Thtegu -» 
menu ,  immediately  above  the  Sternum ,  fo  th-%  that 
the  Blood- Veffels  were,  in  a  Manner,  perfectly  care, 
and,  by  their  feveral  Turnings  and  Complications, 
did  reprefent  a  Bunch  of  Grapes *  His  Mother  be¬ 
ing  then  alive,  I  deiired  him  to  inquire,  if  fhe  had 
longed  for  that  Fruit,  or  whether  lhe  could  give  a 
Reafon  for  fuch  an  extraordinary  Conformation ; 
but  I  was  aniwered  in  the  Negative. 

I  remember  to  have  been  lent  for  to  a  Female 
Infant,  who  had,  in  Fifteen  or  Twenty  different 
.Places,  of  her  Body,  large  Spots,  which  by  their 
Shape  and  Colour  appeared  like  painted  Black - 
s Cherries .  If  they  were  preft  downwards  with  the 
Finger  they  would  give  Way,  but  return  im¬ 
mediately  to  their  former  State  ^  which  made  me 
judge,  that  they  were  nothing  cite,  but  a  Dila¬ 
tation  of  the  Blood  .Veffels*  I  was  not  miftaken; 

I)  for  • 
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for  in  a  due  Time  the  Skin  being  grown  thicker,  and 
the  Veflels  having  acquired  a  greater  Strength,  the 
Marks  are  now  more  folid,  and  feem  to  be  like 
Straw-berries,  having  a  Mixture  of  Red  and  White 
Strokes,  fomewhat  railed  above  the  Skin.  The 
Mother  allured  me,  that  live  never  had  any  Difor- 
der  during  her  Pregnancy,  nor  any  Delire  of  Black 
or  Red  Cherries . 

^  I  fay,  the  fame  of  a  Child,  who  had  upon  his 
Thigh  a  Dilcolouration,  which  the  Nurfes  were 
pleaied  to  call  a  CP  each ,  and  yet  the  Mother  could 
give  no  Manner  of  Account  how  that  came  upon 
the  Body  of  her  Son. 

But  for  fear  Dr.  Turner  fhould  fay,  that  thefe 
Stories  are  of  my  own  Invention,  1  refer  him  to 
Dr.  Jaccbus  Bircherodius’s  Letter  to  Thomas  Bar - 
tholin  *,  the  Subltance  of  whichTspthat  in  1662, 
a  Child  was  born  in  a  Village  of  b'ionia ,  entirely 
perfect  in  all  the  Parts  of  her  Body,  except  the 
Head,  on  the  back  Part  of  which  grew  a  large 
Excrcfcence  hanging  upon  the  Neck,  in  Imitation 
of  the  Head-cicatbs  the  Gentlewomen  of  Denmark, 
ufed  to  wear  at  that  Time  ;  upon  the  Queltion  put 
to  the  Mother,  whether  Ihe  had  any  fuch  Thing 
In  her  Mind  during  her  Pregnancy,  Ihe  did  folemn- 
iy  declare,  that  Jke  had  never  feen  in  her  whole  Life 
any  fuch  Drefs ,  nor  had  the  Reprefentation  of  it  m 
her  Thoughts ,  when  jhe  was  with  Child .  There  are 
leveral  fuch  Gales  in  the  laid  Letter,  upon  the  fame 
Subject. 

I  wilh 


*  Ctntur.  3.  Epifl.  75.  tot  a,  quod  jelret ,  atatey  vix  ejus 
g wtris  vidife  MulUbrem  Mmdum,  quern  iufelicis  filiolce  caput 
rfrebaty  nec  utero  infauflo  gravidam  ejus  Imagittem  animo  fs 
CMCepiJfpr 
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I  wifh  Authors  were  fo  equitable,  as  to  imitate 
Dr.  Bircherodius’s  Sincerity,  and  not  to  keep  us  in 
the'Dark,  as  they  aifeCt  to  do;  for  they  make  a  great 
Noile,  if  they  can  fay  never  fo  little  in  Favour  of 
Imagination  ;  but  let  the  contrary  Cafes  be  never  fo 
many,  they  hold  their  Tongues,  and  are  not  wil¬ 
ling  to  own,  that  Deformities  are  the  only  Work  of 
1  Nature,  and  the  Confequences  of  the  Laws  of  Mo- 
I  tion,  which  God  Almighty  has  eftablifhed  in  this 
j  World. 

I  take  this  Opportunity  to  return  Thanks  to 
Dr.  Turner,  who,  in  the  moll  generous  Manner, 
makes  a  folemn  Renunciation  to  certain  Spots,  which 
are  commonly  referred  to  a  lufus  Nature,  referving 
only  to  Imagination ,  as  her  Royal  Prerogative,  a  few 
a  regular  Draughts,  which  he  may  keep,  with  my 
j  full  Confent,  in  his  Collection,  when  ever  he  can 
i  catch  them.  You  will  eajily ,  I  hope ,  infer ,  fays  he, 

I  that  I  fpeak  not  here  of  Moles,  or  the  like  Sportings 
1  of  Nature,  when  through  forne  exuberant  Juice  inter - 
i  cepted  in  its  Excretory  DuCtus,  and  lodged  on  the 

I  Surface,  certain  Excrejcences,  and  irregular  Shapes 
are  formed ;  but  others,  the  exa6t  Draughts  and 
Similitudes  of  Animals ,  or  their  Parts,  of  Vegetables, 
or  Things  inanimate,  which  have  either  terrified.  Or 
have  been  earnelily  honed  afterfffV^  f>' 

Dr.  Turner,  in  thefe  few  Lines,  has  partly  ruined 
his  Caufe,  if  we  conlidcr  well  the  Number,  the 
i  Places,  the  Colour,  the  Shape,  and  Subftance  of 

Ithofe  Moles,  which  he  does  fo  much  flight. 

The  Caufe  of  them  is  not  only  fome  exuberant 
Juice  intercepted  in  the  Excretory  Duffs,  and  lodged 
on  the  Surface,  kis  alfo  in  the  Make  ot  the  Skin 
and  of  the  Glands,  and  Blood- Veffels. 

Dr.  Turner  calls  thefe  MolecuD,  the  Sporting  of 
Nature  ;  now  if  Nature  begins  to  fport,  does  the 
Gentleman  know  where  it  muft  end  ?  If  Nature  once 

D  2  begins 
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begins  to  paint,  and  to  patch,  why  fhould  fhe  not 
as  well  put  on  a  Mask,  and  be  in  Difguife  ? 

Theft  Molecule  are  difperfed  in  all  Parts  of  the 
Body  5  they  are  commonly  raifed  above  the  Surface 
of  the  Skin,  and  rooted  in  the  Teguments ;  they 
vary  in  Colour,  fome  being  as  red  as  a  Cherry ,  fome 
black,  others  blue,  brown,  or  tawny,  in  fhort  of  all 
Sorts  of  Colours.  Their  Shapes  are  very  different, 
fome  round,  fome  long,  others  hanging,  irregular, 
and  fcattered.  Hair  of  different  Colours  and  Length 
do  very  often  grow  upon  them. 

N  ow  I  defire  Dr.  "Turner  to  anfwer  this  Queflion 
calmly,  and  without  quarrelling  or  Equivocation  $ 
if  Nature  can  make  a  Mole' of  half  an  Inch  or  an 
Inch  broad  without  Imagination ,  why  not  of  three 
or  four  Inches  as  eaiiiy  ?  Why  mult  Imagination 
have  all  the  regular  and  exahl  Refemblances,  and 
Nature  the  irregular  ones  ?  where  is  the  Abfurdity 
that  feme  of  theft  Spots  be  of  fuch  a  Colour  as  to 
imitate  a  Tlimib-Cake,  or  the  Tebble-Jiones  of  St.  U- 
nij red’s  Well,  or  counterfeit  a  Cherry ,  or  another 
bruit,  a  Rind  of  Bacon ,  &e. 

An  Estimate  of  the  Proportion  Marks 
and  D  e  f  ormities  do  bear  to  the 
Number  of  Children . 

So  far  as  this,  Experience  is  certainly  again#  the 
current  Opinion  ;  but  before  I  proceed  any  farther, 
'tis  neceflary  to  examine  the  Proportion,  Marks 
and  Deformities  do  bear  to  the  Number  of  Chil¬ 
dren. 

<  t  > 

T  here  are  born  every  Year,  within  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  no  lefs  than  five  and  twenty  Thoufand 
Children,  fo  that  in  twenty  Years,  their  Number 
amounts  to  five  hundred  thousands. 


) 
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Pray,  how  many  Monflers  have  we  feen  during 
that  Time  ?  Are  not  Authors,  who  write  upon 
that  Subject,  obliged  to  fearch  for  them  in  old  An¬ 
tiquity,  or  in  remote  Places,  where  they  are  Stran¬ 
gers,  and  to  take  the  Stories  upon  Truft  ? 

Monjiers  being  fo  fcarce,  is  it  not  a  Piece  of 
great  Prefumption,  to  charge  Imagination  as  the 
Caufe  of  them,  and  even  to  plead  Experience  in 
Facts,  which  are  heard  of  but  once  or  twice  in  an 
Age,  and  of  which  we  have  no  near  Witnefies  ? 

Deformities ,  as  a  Hair-Lip,  a  Deficiency  in  a 
Limb,  &c.  are  not  quite  fo  fcarce  *  but  yet  they 
are  not  very  common,  and  hardly  one  in  two  Thou¬ 
fand  s, 

Marks  are  in  a  va ft  Number  ;  but  Moles  not  be¬ 
ing  taken  Notice  of,  we  fpeak  here  only  of  fuch 
Spots  as  are  reputed  to  be  worthy  of  a  Name  of 
Diitindtion,  fuch  as  Dr.  Turner  thinks  fit  to  call  an 
exadt  Similitude  or  Refemblance. 

To  Ihew  my  Moderation,  I  am  very  willing  to 
fuppole,  that  there  may  be  of  thefe  Dilcolourations 
One  in  five  hundred  Children  ;  fo  the  Account  in 
a  hundred  thoufand  Children  comes  to  this, 

Deformities- — jo 

Spots — - 2  JO 

In  all— — — — 300 

i  I  believe  that,  of  a  hundred  thoufand  preg¬ 
nant  "Women,  there  are  at  leaft  five  and  twenty 
thoufand  of  them,  who  have  been  expofed  to  the 
Danger  and  P"ury  of  Imagination ,  and  yet  there 
are  but  three  hundred  Children  fiampt  with  any 
Tokens  upon  their  Bodies ;  fo  that  in  general,  there 
Is  24700  to  300  againft  Imagination , 

3.  But 
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3.  But  as  I  have  proved  before,  that  there  are 
Marks  and  Deformities  without  an 7  preceeding  Ima¬ 
gination^  I  may  very  lawfully  fay,  that  a  great  many 
of  thefe  300  Children,  at  leaft  one  half  of  them,  are 
in  that  Cafe;  fo  that  now  upon  this  fecond  Sup- 
polition,  there  is  24830  to  130  againft  Imagination, 


C  H  a  p,  IV. 

Marks  and  Deformities 
pretended  to  be  Jubfequent  to 
Imagination. 


I  Now  come  to  the  third  Cafe,  where  a  hundred 
and  fifty  Children  of  the  laft  Calculation,  are 
fuppofed  to  have  fome  Marks  or  Deformities  fub- 
fequent  to  Imagination . 

But  upon  that  Number,  I  demand  a  very  large 
Difcount  or  Abatement.  1.  For  the  Credulity  of 
Witneffes.  2.  For  Cheats.  3.  Mifreprefentations. 
4.  Falfe  and  ridiculous  Stories.  3.  Accidents 
before,  and  at  the  Birth.  6.  For  Cafualties  and 
Contingencies.  7.  And  laftly,  For  Dr.  Turners 
Twefth  Chapter,  upon  which  I  expect  a  great 
Allowance. 

I  hope,  when  thefe  feveral  Deductions  are  made, 
the  Imaginationifs  being  reduced  very  low,  and  in 
a  Strait,  will  not  think  fit  to  defend  their  Caufc 
any  longer. 


1.  Thefe 


t.  Thefe  Reports  go  through  the  Hands  of  cre¬ 
dulous  People,  which  take  Things  eafily  upon 
Trufl,  and  never  examine,  nor  confront  the  Wit® 
nefles ;  whereas,  Tis  nccefiary  to  enter  into  fever  a! 
Particulars  relating  to  the  Integrity  and  Veracity  of 
the  Mother,  to  the  Truth  of  preceeding  Imagina¬ 
tion  well  attefled  and  proved ;  and  lallly,  to  the 
Reality  of  the  Marks  or  Deformities . 

a.  Some  of  them  are  often  the  Effects  of  Impu¬ 
dence,  and  of  the  moft  villainous  Barbarity.  Cruel 
Parents  have  no  Pity  nor  Mercy  on  the  innocent 
jj  Babes  j  cutting,  and  Hieing,  and  disfiguring  of 
t  them  with  the  greatefl  Inhumanity,  to  move  there¬ 
by  the  Charity  and  Benevolence  of  others,  and  live 
a  lazy  and  indolent  Life. 

To  be  plentifully  provided  for,  without  the 
Trouble  of  Working,  is  a  great  Temptation  ;  be- 
lides,  every  Body  knows  how  ingenious  Neceflitv 
is,  and  how  far  it  will  carry  Mendicants  to  the 
“greatefl  Excels. 

To  be  perfuaded  how  much  we  ought  to  be 
jealous  of  thefe  People,  Ms  enough  to  read  the 
Treatife  Ambrofe  SParey  has  left  us,  of  the  Frauds 
of  Beggars  in  his  Time ;  and  to  confider  the  Cafe 
related  by  Hildanus ,  Cent .  3.  18. 

A  Child,  about  18  Months  old  (fays  he,)  was  fhewn 
at  d^aris  in  LS9>  for  Money  y  his  Head  appeared 
to  be  of  a  prodigious  Bigneis  *  j  but  at  lafl  it  was 
difeovered  that  the  Swelling  was  artificial,  and  that 
r  his  Parents  had  made  a  fmaii  Hole  in  the  Skin,  thro* 
which,  by  the  help  of  a  Pipe,  they  filled  the  Part 
with  Wind  to  a  great  Extenfion  ;  they  were  hang¬ 
ed  for  it.  If  the  Woman  of  GodUman  in  Surry  had 

not 
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not  been  dete6ted  in  her  Roguery,  what  a  noble 
Figure  had  fee  made  in  Hifrory  ? 

3.  A  great  many  of  thefe  Stories  are  filly  and 
ridiculous,  and  carry  their  Condemnation  along 
with  them,  fuch  is  that  of  Aldrovandus ,  who  re¬ 
lates,  that  a  Woman  in  Sicily  obferving  a  Lobfter 
taken  up  by  a  Fijherman ,  and  being  moved  by  an 
earnefi  Longing ,  for  it\  brought  forth  together  with 
the  Birth ,  a  L  obiter  altogether  [like  what  jhe  had 
feen  and  longed  for . 

Such  alfo  is  the  Cafe  mentioned  by  John  Swam - 
merdam ,  in  his  Book  Uteri  multebris  Fabrica .  A 
certain  Woman  at  Utrecht ,  being  with  Child,  was 
frighted  with  the  Sight  of  a  Negroe ,  and  appre¬ 
hended  to  be  delivered  of  a  perfeCf  Black  ;  but 
at  lafh  recollecting  her  felf,  fhe  made  Ufe  of  a 
fecond  Imagination  to  prevent  the  Danger  from  the 
firft  j  for  fhe  wafhed  her  felf  from  Head  to  Foot 
with  hot  Water,  to  clear  the  Child  from  Blacknefs . 
The  Time  of  her  Delivery  being  come,  the  Child 
was  born  with  all  his  Teeth ,  and  appeared  per¬ 
fectly  white,  except  thole  Places,  the  hot  Water 
did  not  reach  in  the  Body  of  the  Mother,  as  the 
Interlaces  of  the  Fingers  and  Etey  which  frill  re¬ 
tained  fome  Sign  of  Blacknefs . 

We  have  in  Blegny*  that  a  Child  was  born  in 
Normandy ,  with  Horns  upon  his  Head,  and  cloven 
Feet ,  and  that  he  proved  afterwards  to  be  a  Man 
of  extraordinary  Senfe  and  Judgement  ;  the  Ocea- 
lion  of  that  Misfortune  was,  that  his  Father  having 
reprefented  a  Satyr  upon  the  Stage,  had  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  his  Wife  in  that  ridiculous  Drefs.  But 
the  Author  does  not  think  fit  to  tell  the  Name  of 
the  Family,  nor  the  Place,  nor  the  Time. 

One 
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One  would  think,  that  .  thole  Story-mongers 
have  nothing  in  View,  but  to  try  the  Credulity 
of  good  People,  or  to  ridicule,  and  di {grace 
humane  Nature,  and  affront  the  Wifdom  oi  our 
Maker. 

4.  When  there  is  accidentally  any  Difcol ora¬ 
tion,  or  any  Irregularity  on  the  Body  of  the  Child, 

I  Imagination  is  generally  pleaded  alter  the  Birth, 
though  no  mention  was  made  of  it,  at  any  d  ime 
before  ;  then  the  Mother's  Memory  is  put  to  the 
Rack  to  make  her  confefs,  that  fhe  longed  for  this, 
or  for  that,  or  fhe  had  the  Sight  of  fome  dreadful 
Objects.  She  is  ealily  led  to  refer  it  to  the  Strength 
oi  Imagination ,  fearing  to  appear  Singular  in  her 
Productions,  and  not  be  on  the  lame  Level  with 
I  the  reft  of  her  Sex. 

1  i  -r’-  -fa1 


Some  Children  are  born  with  large  and  con« 
fiderable  Wounds,  which,  according  to  Cuftom, 
are  reported  to  have  been  made  without  any  im¬ 
mediate  Application  of  an  Inftrument  to  bruile, 
divide,  and  dilacerate  ;  but  only  by  the  Fancy  and 
Imagination  of  the  Mother,  at  the  light  of  fome 
dreadful  Object.  But  'tis  eafy  to  perceive,  that 
thefe  Reports  are  often  railed  to  palliate  and  exeufe 
the  Faults  and  Accidents  that  happen  in  the  De¬ 
livery.  We  have  two  luch  Cafes  in  babricius  Hilda - 
nus  upon  the  Faith  of  Ludovkus  Hornier  as  a  Phyii- 
cian  of  Frankfort  yl  Woman  having  been  frighted 

E  with 


*  Nteper  matron  a  queedam^  explofa  bombard  a  per  ter  refaff  a, 
cum  preegnans  ff  t,  hac  in  urbe  Infantulttm  peperit,  plagam  in 
dorjo  babentemy  non  aliter  formatam ,  ac  f  a  gfande  tormcn- 
taria  infiiffa  quid  de  tempore  imprejj#  bujuS 
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with  the  firing  of  a  Gun ,  w  delivered  of  a  Child 
with  a  Wound  in  the  Buck ,  of  the  fume  Shape,  as 

if  it  had  been  done  with  a  Mufquet  Shot. - - 

A  Cooper’s  Wife  having  been  prefent  at  the  killing  of 
a  Hog,  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a  Child ,  whofe  En¬ 
trails  hanged  out  of  the  Abdomen. 

But  two.  greateft  Difficulties  prefent  themfelves, 
which  make  good  Dr.  Horniceeus ,  who  is  for  Ima¬ 
gination,  Sweat,  and  which  indeed  are  unanfwerable. 

i*  How  are  thefe  Wounds  made?  Let  Imagi¬ 
nation  be  never  fo  much  arbitrary  and  tyrannical, 
vet  it  muft  make  Ufe  of  fome  Means  to  execute  its 
Will  and  Pleafure,  and  of  fome  bodily  Force  upon 
the  Fleffi  of  the  Child.  Let  the  Blood  and  Spi¬ 
rits  be  in  never  fo  great  a  Hurry,  they  can't  do 
the  Office  of  a  Musket  Ball,  of  a  Hammer,  or  of  a 
Knife  :  And  what  Neceffity  is  there  to  alledge 
chimerical  Caufes,  when  there  are  Fingers,  and 
Nails,  or  other  Tools  near  at  Hand  ? 

2.  The  fecond  Difficulty  is,  when  were  thefe 
Wounds  made  ?  If  you  fay,  in  the  Birth,  in  CP  art  a , 
Ms  what  I  grant,  and  it  was  the  Opinion  of 
many  in  Hildanus9 s  Time.  If  you  fay  in  Articulo 
Terroris ,  in  the  very  Infant  of  the  Fright ,  how 
can  you  fuppofe  that  the  Child  can  live  long  after 
fo  great  an  Effuiion  of  Blood  ;  or,  Why  is  it 
juft  to  charge  the  Mother  with  the  Mifdemeanors 
of  other  People  ?  S  t  o- 


plages  num  imuginatio  matris  earn  in  terroris  articulo  (id  quod 
ego  fentio')  an  vero  tempore  exclufionis  demum  er  partus  quod 
alij  malunty  cum  alias  propter  in evitabilem  Sanguinis  affluxionem 
foetus  vims  lucem  afpicere  non  potmfJet9  fxtut  impreJTtrit  ? 

Ibid.  Non  ita  pridem  uxor  vietoris,  paulo  poftquam  porcum 
waBare  videfpt9  Infantulum  ewxa  eft,  cujus  injhni  ventris  partes 
extra  abdonftn  propendebmt,  Hildan.  Cent.  6 .  Obf  6 5. 
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3.  S tortes  of  Imagination  are  very  feldom  im* 
partially  reprefented.  Some  People's  Fancy  often 
i  ft  rives  to  go  beyond  the  Mother's  Imagination , 
and  to  fupply,  with  great  Prodigality,  what's 
wanting  to  com  pleat  and  finifh  the  Wonder,  CPlus 
vident ,  quam  quod  vident. 

Father  Malebranchc  feems  to  have  fallen  into, 
this  Miftake.  He  has  publifhed  two  Stories  rela-' 
ting  to  the  Strength  of  Imagination ,  with  fuch  an 
Air  of  Aflurance,  that  he  has  impofed  upon  the 
Credulity  of  his  Readers  \  but  if  they  are  well 
I  examined,  'tis  eafy  to  judge,  that  he  has  not  made 
a  true  and  fair  Report. 

The  firft  Story  is  about  a  Woman  looking  upon 
I  the  Pibfure  of  a  Topijh  Saint,  Recherche  de  la  write . 

I  Lib.  2,  c.  7. 

Not  above  a  Tear  ago ,  fays  he,  a  Woman  having 
confident! ,  with  too  great  Application^  the  cPiBure 
of  St .  Pius,  had  a  Child  perfectly  refembling  the  Re~ 
prefentation  of  that  Saint .  The  Child  had  the  Look 
of  an  old  Man,  as  much  as  Tis  pojfible ,  without  a 
Beard  ;  his  Arms  were  croffed  upon  the  Breaft ,  his 
Eyes  turned  towards  Heaven ,  his  Forehead  finally 
bee  a  life  the  Image  of  St.  Pius  being  raifed  towards  the 
Ceiling  of  the  Churchy  and  looking  to  Heaven ,  he  had 
ahnofi  no  Forehead .  He  had  a  fort  of  inverted  Mitre 
upon  the  Shoulders ,  with  fever al  round  Marks ,  where 
Mitres  are  covered  with  Stones .  In  fkort ,  this  Child 
was  like  the  dPitdure,  by  which  the  Mother  had 
formed  him ,  through  the  Strength  of  her  Imagination . 

' Tis  what  all  Paris  may  have  feen  as  well  as  i,  fince 
it  has  been  for  a  long  Time  preferved  in  Spirits  of 
Wine.  There's  nothing  in  all  this,  but  meer  Enthu* 
ftafm  and  Bigotry. 
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Pray  confider  how  Father  Malebranche ,  even  in 
a  Book,  where  he  gives  Ernies  to  enquire  after  Truth , 
does  readily  give  Credit  to  the  Woman's  Account, 
about  the  Contemplation  of  the  Image,  upon  her 
bare  Word,  when  it  washer  Intereilto  deceive. 

Take  Notice  how  boldly  he  gives  the  Narxie  of 
an  Inverted  Mitre  to  fome  few  Decolorations, 
without  entring  into  Particulars,  to  make  us  judge 
better  of  the  Faff. 

I  believe,  had  not  the  Woman  been  fo  cunning, 
as  to  wheedle  the  Bigots  into  her  Intereff,  for  the 
Honour  of  St.  Tius^  the  Child  had  never  been  ta¬ 
ken  Notice  of  For,  i.  Every  Body  knows,  that 
in  the  Agony  and  Struggle  of  Death,  the  Limbs 
take  feveral  odd  Pofitions  ;  and  the  Eyes  being  in . 
Convulsions,  are  very  often  turned  upwards. 
2.  That  fmall  Bodies  kept  in  Spirits  ol  Wine  will 
appear  lank  and  wrinkled.  3.  The  Decay  of  the 
Cerebrum  will  caufe  a  Deprefiion  of  the  Bones,  and 
make  the  Forehead  appear  ihorter.  4.  When  the 
Limbs  of  a  dead  Body  are  itiff,  Tis  ealy  to  mollify 
them  with  warm  Water,  and  to  put  them  after¬ 
wards  into  any  remaining  Pcfeure,  by  the  Help  of 
a  ftrong  Ligature.  5.  And  who  knows  but  the 
very  Difcoiorations  upon  the  Shoulders,  which 
Father  Malebranche  does  not  delcribe,  were  arti¬ 
ficial,  the  Fraud  not  being  difeovered  by  ignorant 
or  credulus  Spedfators,  who  came  with  an  implicit. 
Faith.  How  many  People  who  travel  into  the 
Holy  Land,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Levant ,  have 
the  Arms  of  J 'era, falem  wrought  into  their  Fielh  ; 
and  how  eafy  is  it  to  do  the  fame  upon  a  dead 
Corps  ? 

We  cannot  be  too  much  upon  our  guard  again# 
Cheats  and  Impolters.  I  remember  that  about 
30  Yea  s  ago,  I  law,  at  a  MufickHoufe,  in  Upper- 
Mocrfalds ,  a  young  Lad,  who  had  in  one  Eye, 

round 
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round  the  Breadth  of  the  Iris,  the  Word  Elohim 
in  Hebrew  Chradters,  and  on  the  other  Eye,  and 
on  the  like  Place,  Deus .  I  was  at  firft  fomewhat 
furprized  ;  but  there  being  a  vail  Croud  of  People, 
I  had  no  Time  to  make  a  thorough  Enquiry  j 
nor  did  I  think  fit  to  do  it  then,  for  tear  of  a  Mob, 
in  favour  of  the  Cheat,  of  which  I  had  a  great 
.  Sufpicion  ;  for  though  all  the  Letters  were  legible 
and  tolerably  well  framed,  yet  the  Aleph  and  the 
Mem  in  Elohim ,  and  the  S  in  Deus  were  not  com- 
•  pleat*  I  was  then  told,  that  there  had  been  a  fo¬ 
il  lemn  Deputation  from  the  Synagogue  to  enquire 
into  the  Pedigree  of  this  young  Lad,  in  hopes  he 
might  prove  the  MeJJias  :  But  afterwards  I  was 
informed,  that  the  Deceit  was  managed  by  two 
thin  Pieces  of  painted  Glais,  commonly  known  by 
the  Name  of  Artificial  Eyes. 

I  come  now  to  F.  Malebranche’s  fecond  Story, 
f!  which  has  made  a  great  Noife  in  the  World, 
chiefly  upon  his  Recommendation.  Pll  tranflate  it 
into  Engiijb  from  his  own  Words  with  the  greateii 
Fidelity. 

Seven  or  eight  Tears  ago ,  was  feen  in  the  Hofpital 
of  the  Incurables,  a  young  Man ,  who  was  born  an 
Idiot,  and  whefe  Body  was  broken ,  in  the  fame  Pla¬ 
ces  where  Malifatfors  are  broke  •  he  has  lived  near 
20  Tears  in  that  Condition ,  and  has  been  feen  by  fever  al 
;  CPerfons.  The  late  Queen  Mother ,  in  vijitmg  that 
Ho  ufe,  bad  the  Cun  oft y  to  fee  him,  and  even  to  touch 
1  the  Arms  and  Legs  of  that  young  Man,  where  they 
were  broke - -  The  Cavfe  of  that  fad  Misfortune 

■  was,  that  his  Mother  hearing  a  Criminal  was  to  be 

■  broke,  went  to  fee  the  Execution . 

Father  Malcbranche  proceeds  in  good  Earneft,  to 
explain  this  ftrange  and  unaccountable  Accident. 
Children  fays  he,  fee  what  their  Mothers  fee,  they 

.  hear 
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hear  the  fame  Cries ,  they  receive  the  fame  ImpreJJtons 
of  the  Objects,  and  are  moved  by  the  fame  TaJJtons 
—  All  the  Blows  given  to  the  Male  faff  or  did 
violently  firike  the  Mother  s  Imagination ,  and,  by  a 
Counter-blow,  the  tender  and  fojt  Brain  of  the  Child 

- -The  Fibres  of  the  Child's  Brain,  not  being  able  to 

refifl  the  dor  rent  of  the  Spirits,  were  broken  :  That's 
the  Reafon  why  he  came  into  the  World  without 

Underfunding - -  The  violent  Courfe  of  the  Mother's 

animal  Spirits,  went,  with  Force  from  her  Brains , 
to  the  feveral  Tarts  of  her  Body  which  anfwered  to 
the  Tarts  of  the  Malefactor.  ’Twds  the  fame  in  the 
Child,  - — but  becaufe  the  Bones  of  the  Mother  were 
capable  to  reff  the  Violence  of  the  Spirits,  they 

were  not  wounded — - Ter  haps  jl  e  did  not  feel  the 

leaf  Tain — — but  this  rapid  Stream  of  the  Spirits 
was  capable  to  carry  away  the  foft  and  tender  Tarts 
of  the  Bones  of  the  Child  - —  and*  ’tis  to  be  obferved , 
that,  if  the  Mother  had  determined  the  Motion  of  her 
Spirits  towards  any  other  Tart  of  her  Body,  by  a 
^ftrongTitillatiori,  her  Child  had  not  had  his  Bones 
broke,  but  that  Tart,  which  anfwered  to  the  Tart  to¬ 
wards  which  the  Mother  determined  her  Spirits,  had 
been  forely  wounded,  as  1  have  faid  already . 

I  think  it  had  been  better  for  Father  Malebranche 
to  have  been  certain  of  the  matter  of  FaCt,  be- 
fore  he  had  fpent  himielf  in  luch  Romantick  Ilea- 
fens,  fo  contrary  to  Anatomy,  as  I'll  lhew  after¬ 
wards. 

i.  Father 


*  Father  Male  branched  Receipt  to  avoid  the  Danger  of  Ima¬ 
gination- 

y  ‘Si  cette  mere  eut  determine  le  mouvement  de  fes  efprits  vers 
cjudcf  autre  par  tie  de  fan  carps  en  fe  chatouillant  auce  force* 
fnjnrant  nauroit  point  eu  les  pos  romfits . 


I.  Father  Malebranche  feems  to  give  us  this  Re¬ 
lation  upon  TrulL  He  does  not  fay,  that  he 
himfelf  had  examined  the  young  Man. 

a.  ’Tis  true,  he  makes  ufe  of  the  Queen’s  Name, 
but  what  is  that  to  the  Purpofe  ?  Was  the  a 
competent  Judge  ?  The  Teftimony  of  an 
honeft  and  skilful  Bom-fetter  had  been  of  great* 
er  Weight. 

J.  Who  has  ever  feen  FraBures ,  and  efpecially 
fo  many,  as  thefe  were,  continue  without,  any 
Callus ,  for  twenty  Years  ?  for  this  is  what 
Father  Malebranche  aflerts.  He  lived  mar 
twenty  Years  in  that  Condition.  The  Queen 
had  the  Curiojity  to  touch  the  Hr  ms  and  the  Legs 5 
where  they  were  broke .  Certainly  this  is  too 
great  an  Imposition  upon  our  Faith. 

.  \ 

4*  In  that  dreadful  Execution,  the  Criminals 
receive  a  flrong  Blow  upon  the  Breajl ,  to 
Shorten,  ifpoffible,  their  Mifery.  If  the  Ima¬ 
gination  of'  the  Mother  had  been  able  to  break 
the  Arms  and  Legs  of  the  Child,  why  did  it 
not  go  further  and  JraBure  the  Sternum ,  which 
alone  would  have  prevented  the  Child's  living 
twenty  Years  in  Pain  and  Mifery  ?  Was  the 
Mother’s  Imagination  lefs  merciful  to  the  Child 
than  the  Executioner  to  the  Criminal  ? 


That  there  was,  in  the  Hofpital  of  the  Incu¬ 
rables,  a  young  Man,  of  whom  fuch  a  Report 
was  made,  or  that  he  might  have  in  his 
Limbs  fome  Singularity  to  countenance  the 
Story,  I  don’t  pretend  to  deny  *  but,  as  it  is 
abfolutely  imp.ollible,  that  Fractures  fiiould 
remain  io  long,  as  twenty  Years,  without  any 

Re- 
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Re-union  or  Death,  fo  'tis  very  probable,  that 
the  Lad  brought  into  the  World,  a  Luxation  of 
the  Bones  of  the  Carpus  and  Tarfus ,  which 
might  eaflly  pals,  with  ignorant  People,  For 
fuch  FraChjres  as  are  ufually  made  in  Crimi- 
,  nals  near  thofe  Parts,  and  had  given  an  Op- 
portunity  to  the  Mother  to  frame  that  idle 
Story,  to  move  People's  Charity  and  Com¬ 
panion.  And  afterwards,  when  the  Child  was 
put  into  the  Hofpital,  which  is  maintained 
but  by  accidental  and  voluntary  Contribu¬ 
tions,  was  it  to  be  expected  that  the  Monks  y 
who  have  the  Care  of  the  Houfe,  would  con¬ 
tradict  a  Report  fo  fuitable  to  their  own  In- 
tereft  ?  as  for  the  Qhyjicians  and  Surgeons ,  they 
never  attend  the  Hofpital,  but  when  the  Pen- 
lioners,  who  are  there  for  Life,  and  whofe 
Cafe  is  reputed  Defperate,  have  an  Additional 
Diftemper. 

Befldes,  it  has  been  obferved  by  feveral  Authors, 
of  good  Reputation,  that  now  and  then,  Bones 
either  never  had  any  Solidity,  or  they  do  lole 
it. 

Hippocrates ,  lib.  2.  popular.  Speaks  of  a  Child, 
which  was  perieCt  in  all  the  Parts  of  his  Body,  and 
yet  without  Bones. 

A  Male  Child  was  feen  in  England ,  about  1670,- 
wrho  had  the  Articulations  fo  loofe,  that  his  Legs, 
Thighs,  Hands  and  Arms  could  be  moved,  and 
turned  at  Pleafure  like  a  Glove*. 

Holleriusy  does  affirm  to  have  feen  at  cParisy  a 
Woman,  who  had  no  Bones,  and  whofe  Body  was 
foft  and  flexible.  But 


*  Barthol.  aB>\4ed;cx  To!.  V  Ob,  t  c,» 
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But  the  following  Cafe  is  very  remarkable,  cPeter 
aged  3a  Years,  died  at  Sedan ,  January  25, 
1061,  after  a  long  Indifpofition.  His  Didemper  be¬ 
gan  by  an  acute  Pain  in  one  of  his  Heels,  which 
by  Degrees,  and  in  Time,  did  reach  to  the  Knees, 
the  Thighs,  and  the  Hips.  At  firft  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  make  Ufe  of  Crutches  3  but  at  lad  he  was 
confined  to  his  Bed,  being  entirely  deprived  of  the 
Motion  of  all  his  Limbs.  His  femes  became  foil, 
and  yielding  to  the  TaSl  :  Infomucfe  that  his  Legs, 

I.  Thighs,  and  Arms,  would  take  divers  Figures,  to 
be  either  draight,  crooked,  or  angular,  as  they  were 
placed,  and  yet  without  any  Pain  :  Laftiy,  the 
Bones  being  foft,  and  not  able  to  make  any  Refinance, 
the  Mufcles  were  eafily  contracted  towards  their 
Oripne .  And  though  the  Patient  had  been  of*  a 
high  Stature,  yet  His  Thighs  were  fo  fliortened, 
that  from  the  Groin  to  the  Knee,  they  were  not 
above  half  a  Foot  long,  as  it  has  been  meafured 
feveral  Times. 

The  other  Parts  did  fhorten  in  Proportion  5  and 
a  little  Time  before  his  Death,  he  was  no  taller 
than  a  Child  of  about  three  Years  old.  His  Ster¬ 
num  was  fharp  pointed,  as  the  Bread:  of  a  lean 
Fowl  }  his  Head  was  round  like  a  Ball,  and  during 
the  whole  Time  he  kept  his  Bed,  his  Body  was 
fo  tender,  that  he  could  bear  upon  it,  nothing  more 
than  a  Napkin.  In  the  Beginning  of  his  l)i (tem¬ 
per,  his  Pains  were  very  fharp,  but  very  tolerable 
m  the  two  lad  Years :  And  he  lod  his  Stomach  but 
.two  Days  before  he  died,  and  remained  all  along 
very  found  in  his  Underdanding. 

1  his  Cafe  is  atteded  by  very  creditable  Witnedes, 
being  not  only  taAken  Notice  of  by  Daniel  fProtte - 
vim,  ad.  Med.  Barthol.  Vol.  3.  1674.  Ofafi  24. 
but  alfo  by  Dr.  Jacob  Spon ,  in  his  1  ravels,  with  , 
Sir  George  Wheeler,  tom .  2.  p.  5S1. 

F  .  Tfcw 
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This  fhews,  that  the  foftnefs  of  the  Bones,  or  the 
Loofenefs,  and  Relaxation  of  the  Ligaments,  may 
impofe  upon  the  Credulity  of  People,  as  if  the 
Bones  were  actually  broken. 


Chap.  V. 


The  Twelfth  Chapter  of  the  Firfl 
Tart  of  Dr,  Turner’/  Tre  a- 
t  i  s  e,  De  Morhis  Cuianeis , 
Dissected. 

Prodigiofa  lifquor  vetenm  Mendacia. 


TO  convince  the  Reader  of  the  Ahfurdity  of  the 
feveral  Reports  made  concerning  the  strength 
of  the  Mother’s  Imagination  upon  the  Foetus ,  Tis  e- 
nough  to  examine  Dr.  Turners  Tweltth  Chapter, 
Part  I.  De  Morhis  cutan .  of  which,  inftead  of  a  De¬ 
fence,  I  with,  he  had  been  fo  kind  as  to  print  an 
Errata ,  and  fpare  me  the  Trouble  to  make  it  for 
him. 

I  pafs  by  unregarded  the  Definition  he  gives 
of  PaJJions ,  which  the  more  1  read,  the  lets  I 
underhand.  What  does  he  mean  by  the  Spirits 
being  tickled ,  by  their  Exultation ,  L vation,  Irra¬ 
diation^  and  their  fad  Look  and  Countenance  *  and 
by  the  Purple  fream  ? 


I  don’t 
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I  don*t  take  Notice  of  his  Contradidions ;  fome- 
times  Imagination  is  lb  wonderful ,  that  Dr.  Turner 
thinks  fit  to  fpeak  of  it  with  the  fame  Refpetf  and 
Reverence ,  as  of  the  moll  profound  Myjierys  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  which  *tis  impoffible  to  compafs  ;  but,  at  a« 
nother  Time,  he  pretends,  that  Imagination  does 
her  Work  by  the  Blood  and  Spirits  ;  afterwards 
he  owns  that  Imagination  or  Fancy  has  no  direft 
Property  in  it  felf,  to  produce  any  Effed;  Ms 
the  Jlppetite  firil  excited,  which  occalions,  or 
|  brings  about  the  fame.  Imagination ,  which  is  in¬ 
herent  in  the  Soul,  knows  nothing  of  it.  For  the 
|  Spirits  having  often  travelled  the  fame  Trads  or 
|  Vefigia ,  more  efpecially  of  the  Nerves  of  the  Far 
Vagumy  are  under  no  Diredion  from  the  Soul ,  and 
t  their  Motions  are  luppofed  to  be  involuntary. 

I  take  no  great  Notice  of  all  this,  I  fay,  I  come 
I  diredly  to  the  Examination  of  feveral  Cafes,  Dr.  Tur - 
I  ^ner  has  thought  fit  to  mention  in  his  Twelfth  Chap * 
ter ,  as  Proofs  of  his  Hypothelis. 

Hippocrates’s  Opinion. 

I  Dr.  T.  The  Defire,  faith  Hippocrates,  of  pregnant 
p.  1 13.  Women ,  is  able  to  mark  the  tender  Infant  with 
the  Thing  deiired. 

Anf  I  have  a  great  Veneration  for  Hippocrates , 

iwho,  in  fuch  are  mote  Antiquity,  has  been  able  to 
improve  Phylick,  and  has  tranfmitted  to  us  very 
ulefui  Obfervations  :  But  as  he  was  more  mo- 
dell,  than  to  pretend  to  Infallibility ,  we  ought  not 
to  receive  all  his  Notions  blindly,  but  with  Choice 
and  Difcretion*  witnefs  the  Receipt  he  gives  to 

F  2  Fathers 


(  l6  ) 

Fathers,  to  get  either  a  Boy  or  Girl,  at 
their  Will  and  Piealure  *  ;  which  Method  is 
fuch,  that  no  Man  in  this  World,  I  believe, 
though  never  fo  delirous  of  male  Children, 
would  venture  upon  fuch  a  dangerous  Experi¬ 
ment* 

However,  in  the  Controverfy  in  Queftion,  Dr 
burner  does  certainly  mifreprefent  Hippocrates.  That 
great  Man  has  writ  feveral  Books  relating  to  preg¬ 
nant  Women,  and  Children  in  Utero  *  but  there  is 
not  one  fingle  Word  concerning  the  Strength  of 
the  Mother's  Imagination  upon  the  Foetus  :  He 
accounts  for  Deformities  from  other  natural  Caufes. 

I  own,  there  are  in  his  Book,  de  fupcrfoctione , 
fome  few  Words,  which  are  wrongfully  applied 
to  this  Subjed:.  If  a  pregnant  Woman  does  long 
for  Coals,  or  for  Earth,  and  does  eat  them,  the  Sign 
of  them  will  appear  upon  the  Head  of  the  Child . 

No  doubt,  Hippocrates  in  this  Advice,  had  a 
Mind  to  deter  Women  from  fuch  unwholfome, 
and  unprofitable  Food ;  or  he  means,  that  the  Mo<- 
ther’s  Blood,  being  tinged  by  the  Blacknefs  of  the 
Coals,  might  communicate  that  Colour  to  the 
Child. 

Why  does  he  retrain  his  Obfervation  to  the 
Danger  frohn  Coals  or  from  Earth  ?  And  what  is 
^11  this  to  Imagination ,  which  is  iuppofed  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  fatisfied,  and  is  reported  never  to  play  her 
Tricks  but  whenihe  is  diiappointed  ? 


*  Lib.  As  Superfxtatione.  Ubi  fcemellatn  generare  volet, 
coeat  «c  A  ext  rum  Tefiem  obliget,  quantum  id  tolerare 
poterit  led  fi  Marem  aeneraye  appetat.  (inifttr  tefi is  ob¬ 
ligati  Aui  era. 


(  37  ) 

If  Dr.  burner  was  hereafter  willing  to  oblige  the 
Publick  with  a  new  Edition  of  Hippocrates,  I  ad- 
vife  him  to  review  carefully  all  the  old  Greek  Ma- 
nuferipts  of  that  Author,  and  to  find  Ways  and 
Means  to  put  here  a  plain  Negative,  If  the  Woman 
longs ,  and  does  Not  eat ,  which  will  make  the 
Senfe  of  the  Words  dire&ly  to  his  Purpofe. 


i  H  e  s  i  o  d’j  Advice  to  his  Brother. 

I  •  ; 

Dr.  T.  Hefiod  exhorts  his  Friends ,  that  they  by 
no  Means  fet  about  the  Work  of  Generation 
after  their  Return  from  a  Funeral,  \yr  think¬ 
ing  of  any  Calamity  befallen  them ;  leji  the 
forrowful  Idea ,  they  have  jujl  thought  on,  be 
tyanfmitted  to  the  Conception,  and  the  tender 
Foetus  marked  with  fome  frightful  Charatlerh] 


jinf.  I  perceive  Dr.  Turner  does  not  fcruple  to 
produce  falfe  Authorities,  when  he  wants  true 
ones  ;  for  all  the  Words,  which  I  have  inclofed 
between  the  Crotchets ,  are  a  mere  Fitfion,  and 
not  to  be  found  in  Hefiod .  Fiction,  not  of  the 
Gentleman's  Contrivance,  but  of  fome  Autfeors, 
whom  he  has  blindly ,  and  without  any  Exami«> 
nation,  thought  fit  to  copy,  in  open  Defiance 
and  Contempt,  of*  Null  ms  in  verba. 

The  Words  of  the  ^Poet ,  which  I  tranflate  as 
literally  as  Decency  can  permit,  are  thefe, 

Wajh  your  Hands ,  before  you  make  a  Libation 
to  Jupiter. 

Don't 

'  *  •  ■  # 


*  Words  under  a  certain  Picture, 
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Don’t  make  Water ,  facing  the  Sun,  nor  in  an  e- 
rc6t  CPoflure ,  nor  being  naked,  nor  in  a  publick 
Qlace.  [The  fame  Superftition  is  #ill  among#  the 
Durksi] 

Don’t  come  to  pay  your  RefpeB  to  the  Focus, 
\  Houfehold-Gods~\  when  you  are  polluted  by  the 
familiarity  you  have  had  with  your  Wife. 

Don’t  bed  your  Wife  at  your  Return  from  a  Fu¬ 
neral  ,  but  when  you  come  home  jrom  the  Feaft  of 
the  immortal  Gods . 

Wafh  your  Hands ,  and fay  your  Prayer  with  Hu¬ 
mility,  before  you  crofs  a  River  a  foot. 

What  is  all  this  to  the  Mother's  Imagination  ?  Is 
it  not  plain,  that  thefe  Counfels  relate  dire&ly  to 
the  fuperfdtious  Rites  of  the  Heathen,  which 
Hefody  who  appears  very  ftricfh  in  his  Way,  advifes 
his  Brother  to  obferve  religioufly,  as  he  valued  the 
Bleffing  of  his  Gods. 

Venus  was  a  Celeilial  Goddefs ,  which  had  no 
Communication  with  dPluto ,  and  the  infernal  Dei¬ 
ties.  Belides  Hefod  fpeaks  only  to  his  Brother  ; 
and  Women,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  were  never  ad¬ 
mitted  to  any  Funeral,  as  his  the  Cuftom  in  feveral 
Places  beyond  Sea  at  this  l  ime. 

And  is  it  not,  in  England. ,  cuftomary,  for  preg¬ 
nant  Women,  to  be  Fall-bearers  of  their  Friends 
dead  in  Child-bed  ?  I  own,  this  Ceremony  not  well 
contrived,  becaufe  that  melancholy  Sight  may  hr  ike 
a  Demur  in  their  Minds:  But  did  you  ever  hear  of 
any  Child  marked  with  a  Coffin ,  or  Scarps ,  or  White 
Feathers  upon  iuch  a  difmal  Account. 


Dr.  D.  u  St.  Jerome,  and  feveral  others,  take 
p.  iis.  u  Notice,  that  Women  having  Children  of 

“  a  Co- 
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u  a  Colour  different  from  the  Parents,  have 
u  been  acquitted  of  the  Crime  of  Adultery, 
a  becaufe  the  Sages  imputed  readily  thole 
u  tPhcenomena  to  Wiflures,  which  the  Mo- 
a  thers  had  been  often  very  intentively 
a  viewing. 

u  Heliodorus  writes,  that  Caricka  was 
a  born  white  from  Ethiopian  Parents,  the 
u  Queen  her  Mother  looking  often  upon  the 
a  Picture  of  Andromeda  ” 

\Anf.  Thofe  Judges  were  charitable  ^Peace¬ 
maker’ s,  yet  I  hope,  when  they  had  a  fit  Op- 
!  portunity  they  faid  to  the  Women,  Go,  and 
ffn  no  more . 

■ 

As  for  Heliodorus ,  he  was  a  Bifhop,  who 
made  it  more  his  Buiinefs  to  write  Romances ^ 
than  to  preach  the  Gofpel.  He  thought, 
this  Fable  a  proper  Epifod  to  beautify  his 
Work.  The  Story  of  Andromeda  was  not 
known  in  AEthiopia . 

Is* 

Diony Jim's  Stratagem, 

.  Dr.  T.  Soranus,  as  St.  Auftin  takes  Notice ,  has 
delivered, ,  that  the  Tyrant  Dionylius,  ( how¬ 
ever  deformed ,  and  hard  favoured  himfelf ) 
that  he  might  have  comely  Jjjfue ,  would  always 
have  a  beautiful  SPiBure  fet  before  his  Wife 
in  the  Bed  Chamber ,  that  by  Strength  of 
Fancy ,  fee  might  conceive  that  Li  ken  e/s . 
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Anfi  I  can  hardly  believe,  that  fo  great  a  Man 
as  St.  Nuflin ,  has  ever  tranfmitted  to  Pofterity, 
fuch  an  tnfignificant  Story.  If  the  Fad  is  true, 
Dionyfius  was  a  bufy  Fool ,  and  went  the 
Ihortelt  Way  to  be  made  a  Cuckold ,  in  infiiding 
upon  his  innocent  Wife  the  Punifoment  of 
Tantalus ,  and  putting  her  in  the  molt  eminent 
Temptation,  to  natehis  monfir  ous  Carcafs .  Nymphs 
and  Graces  appear  never  in  a  better  Luitre, 
than  when  they  are  intermixed  with  the  Re- 
prefentation  of  rough  bearded  Satyrs  with 
Horns  and  cloven  Feet.  At  this  Time,  the  Turks 
are  lb  wife,  as  to  place  about  the  Women  of  the 
Seraglio ,  ugly  and  black  Eunuchs,  that,  by  a  Con- 
trafi ,  the  Sultan  may  appear  more  charming  and 
beautiful  to  his  Concubines .  Yet  there  is  no 
manner  of  Doubt,  but  their  Children  are  born 
with  a  due  Colour,  fo  long  as  no  Body  is 
admitted  into  the  Palace,  but  thefe  harmlefs  Fel¬ 
lows. 

John  Bap  t  i  s  t. 

Dr.  T  Peter  Meffias  reports  from  M.  Damafc. 
pag.  That  upon  the  Confines  of  Pifa,  at  a  (place 
1 14.  called  the  Holy  Rock,  a  Girl  was  horn  all 
Over  hairy,  from  the  Mother's  unhappy  rumi¬ 
nating,  and  often  beholding  the  cPiBure  of 
St.  John  Baptift,  hanging  by  her  Bed  fdey 
drawn  in  his  hairy  Vejlure  5  which  Child  as 
Montague  relates ,  was  prefented  to  Ch.  K.  of 
Bohemia.  The  like  Cafe  is  taken  Notice  of  by 
Schenkius  and  Amb.  Parey. 

jJnfi  That  a  Girl  was  born  all  ozrr  hairy ,  is 
poffible,  and  that  foe  was  prefented  to  a 

King 
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Ming  of  Bohemia  may  be  true,  though  there 
is  a  great  Jump  from  Pi  fa  to  Bohemia ;  But 
the  grand  Queifion  is,  whether  the  Hair  was 
produced  by  the  Mother's  Contemplation  of  the 
Picture  of  John  Baptiji ,  or  no.  I  fufpedf 
the  Truth  of  a  Story,  that  pafles  through  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Hands;  Montague  has  it  from  Peter  Mefjtasy 
who  received  it  from  M.  Damafcy  who  heard  it 
1  from  whom,  I  don't  know* 

John  Baptifl  is  a  Saint  of  no  great  Oracle  a® 
mongft  the  Romanifls ,  who  never  court  him 
as  an  Intercejfor ;  however , .  I  am  furprifed , 
that,  fo  many  ingenious  Authors  had  not  Stock 
enough  of  Invention,  to  furnifh  the  Child  with  a 
Leathern-Girdle ,  and  a  few  Spots,  in  exaff  Re~ 
iemblance  of  Wild-Honey  and  Loafs . 


Bartholin  s  C  a  t* 

Hr.  T.  Bartholin  fays,  that  at  Leyden,  in  the  Tear 
ibid.  1638,  a  Woman  of  the  meaner  Sort,  who  lived 
near  the  Church  of  St.  Peter,  was  delivered  of 
.  a  Child  well  Jhaped  in  every  Refpeff,  but  had 
the  Head  of  a  Cat :  Imagination  was  that , 
which  had  given  Occajion  for  this  Monfter  ; 
for  being  big  with  Child ,  Jhe  was  frightened 
exceedingly  by  a  Cat  gotten  into  her  Bede 

Anf.  A  flat  Nofe,  a  fhort  Chin,  and  a  few  hairy 
Moles ,  near  the  Sides  of  the  Child's  Mouth, 
Were  fufficient  to  give  Countenance  to  that  Re- 
port. 

G  h  I 
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2.  I  am  very  forry  Dr.  Turner  puts  me  un¬ 
der  the  Neceffity  or  difturbing  the  Ajhes  of  the 
Dead  ,  and  efpecially  of  Thomas  Bartholin ,  a 
learned  and  indefatigable  Man,  who  took  great 
Pains,  to  improve  all  Parts  of  hyjick ,  and,  in* 
particular,  Anatomy .  But ,  as,  from  Time  to 
Time,  he  pubiifhed  a  Sort  of  Journal,  he  would 
catch  in  his  Net,  any  Thing  communicated 
to  him,  good  and  bad,  without  any  Diftinbtion  : 
In  all  which,  he  was  often  impofed  upon,  and 
conlequently  did,  though  contrary  to  his  In¬ 
clination,  impofe  upon  his  Readers.  So,  that,  if 
we  can  rely  upon  his  Skill,  Honour,  and  Pro¬ 
bity,  in  Cafes  that  were  of  his  own  Know¬ 
ledge;  we  muff,  on  t'other  Hand,  be  very  cau¬ 
tious,  how  we  give  Credit  to  certain  Fadfs  he 
related,  upon  the  Word  of  his  Correfpon- 
dents. 

We  have  an  Xnftance  of  his  Credulity,  in  his 
Obfervations,  where  he  writes*,  that  a  certain 
monftrous  Conception ,  Mola  volattUs ,  is  fometimes 
in  uter o  jointly  with  the  Foetus ;  that  it  bites  the 
Child,  and  fucks  its  Blood  ;  that  after  the  Birth, 
the  Mola  flies  about  the  Room  ;  that  great  Endea¬ 
vours  are  commonly  made  to  deftroy  it,  for  the 
Prelervation  of  the  good  Woman  in  Child-Bed; 
and  iaftly,  that  a  fine  Skeleton  of  that  ftrange 
Animal,  of  which  the  Author  gives  the  Draught, 
is  to  be  feen  in  the  Cabinet  of  Georgius  Ro - 
fecranzius .  The  Reader,  by  this,  may  judge, 
how  far  this  Gentleman  is  to*  be  depended  up¬ 
on,  in  any  Thing  he  has  not  feen  with  his  own 
Eyes. 

3.  How* 

. .  . .  1 .  1  "  l.  ■■ 
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3.  However,,  left  the  Cat  be  altogether  nfelefs 
to  Dr.  Turner ,  I  advife  him  to  fend  it  in  Purfuit 
of  the  Rat.*  A  Gentlewoman  of  Helfenor, 
fays  Bartholin,  was  delivered  of  a  great  Rat, 
which  to  the  great  Afionifhment  of  the  AJffants , 
ran  away  with  great  Celerity,  and  was  never  feen 
afterwards .  Let  the  Cafe  he  how  it  will,  the 
Proverb  was  made  good  j 

Tarturiunt  Montes ,  Nafcetur  rUiculus  Mus, 

If  you  dare  difpute  the  Truth  of  this,  Bartholin 
feems  to  take  it  very  ill. 

I  will  not  have ,  fays  he,  the  undoubted  Veracity 
of  Women  called  in  Quejlion.  Then  to  make  you 
fwallow  this  unaccountable  Story,  he  wraps  it  up 
with  another  of  the  fame  Kind.  I  have  it  from 
John  Naboronsky,  a  Gentleman  of  Poland,  and  my 
good  Friend ,  that  a  Woman  of  that  Country ,  was 
brought  to  bed  of  two  final l  Fifties  without  Scales , 
which  were  no  fooner  born ,  but  they  fwam  in  the 
neighbouring  Waters ,  as  naturally  as  others  do . 


The  Bear.- 

Dr.  T  Gulielm.  Paradin.  In  his  Hiftory  of  Savoy, 
ibid,  declares  that  a  Niece  of  Tope  Nich.  3,  of 
the  Family  of  the  Urlini,  had  a  monfrous 
Birth  all  over  hairy  ;  armed, \  as  it  werey 
with  Bears  Claws ,  infiead  of  Toes  and  Fin - 

~  e  afcribed  to  her  looking  on  the 
Creature ,  every  where  hung  up- 
G  2  in* 
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iff  the  Dwellings  of  the  fetid  Family  $  upon 
which  his  Holwefs  gave  Orders  for  defraying 
all  the  PiBures  of  Bears  throughout  the  City  of 
Rome.  Lycoftenes  in  his  Book  of  Prodigies, 
faysi  it  happened  in  the  fir f  Year  of  the  Pon-^ 
tificate  of  Pope  Martin  the  Fourth. 
fV>\  > '  v  i  2  ]  :  ••  ;  t  ' 

Anf  When  fliali  Dr,  Turner  have  done  with 
Pi  Bures  ?  This  Story  is  of  the  fame  Stamp 
with  the  laffc  but  one  ;  and  Authors,  (as  the  Rea¬ 
der  may  obferve,)  not  agreeing  about  the  Time, 
Ms  not  worth  the  While  to  inquire,  if,  five  Hun¬ 
dred  Years  ago,  a  Child  was  bom  at  Rome,  with 
that  pretended  Deformity . 

Why  Ihould  the  Pope's  Niece  be  frighted  ?  Was 
fhc  not  ufed  to  the  Sight  of  Bears ,  being  of  the 
Family  of  the  Urfini ,  who  had  the  fame  Animal 
for  their  Coat  of  Arms  ? 

I  >  ■  ;  1-.)  ,  .  ....  •  *  \  -  »  '•»  -t  ■- 

Pope  Nicholas  was  a  voracious  Beafi ,  who  plun¬ 
dered  the  Nobility  and  Gentry ,  to  enrich  his  Fami¬ 
ly  :  Suos  it  a  amaffe  dicitur ,  ut  aliunde  raperet, 
quod  eis  condonaret ,  nam  quibufdam  Nobilibus  Ro¬ 
manis  cafe  l la  vi  abfulit ,  ac  finis  do  no  dedit.  He 
had  fiich  Love  for  his  Relations >  fays  Platina, 
that  he  would  rob  feme  People  of  their  Efiates ,  to 
grant  them  to  his  Kindred  ,  for  he  gave  them  the 
Cadies  he  had  taken  by  Force  from  the  Roman  No - 
blemen .  So  in  fhort,  I  take  this  Story  to  be  a 
Pafquinade  upon  the  Ur/ini ,  intimating  that  the 
Pope's  Niece  had  a  Son  new  born,  who,  in  Time, 
would  prove  to  be  as  great  a  Thief  as  his  Uncle. 

Before  I  make  an  End  of  this  Paragraph,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  two  Remarks. 


i.  Obferve  the  different  Names  Fancy  does 
give  to  the  lame  Subjedt,  A  hairy  Child  fhall  be 

J  Job* 
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\John  Baptiff,  or  a  Bear ,  or  any  sther  Thing  elfe 
ithe  Imagination  of  the  Spectators  is  pleated  to 
declare, 

i  0a.  If  the  Sight  of  a  Bi&ure  has  fuch  an  Efficacy 
and  Power,  as  to  mark  the  Child  in  Uteroy  I  fubmit 
to  the  Imaginationifis  to  conlider,  whether  they  be 
not  bound  in  Honour  and  Charity ,  to  prefent  a  Peti¬ 
tion  to  a  proper  Court,  humbly  reprefenting,  that 
whereas  Abundance  of  pregnant  W  omen  walk  con¬ 
tinually  the  Streets  of  London  and  Wejlminfer ,  anew 
sRegulation  of  Signs  might  be  ufeful,  to  prevent  great 
>.and  eminent  Dangers  from  fuch  monjtrous  Repre- 
dentations,  as  the  Spread-Eagle^  the  Hog  in  Armour , 
»:&c. 

'  ■  >  .'-.U  •  :  ‘!i"  *  V.  ‘  ; 

|  vA.-  >  --  -  ..... 

■  Jacobus  Horfiius’s  Straw¬ 
berries- 

I 

tDr.  T.  Jacobus  Horftius  recites  fever  A  Cafes  y 
:p,iao.  wherein  he  found  the  Infant  not  only  variouJJy 
difcoloured ,  hut  marked  with  the  Refemblance 
of  Strawberries,  Cherries,  and  other  Fruits  on 
fever al  'Barts  of  their  Bodies ,  by  Force  of 
the  Mother's  Imagination. 

Anf  I  have  nothing  to  objeCt  again#  the  Learn¬ 
ing  and  Probity  of  fames  Horjrius ,  who  was 
iProfeflor  in  Bhyfick  in  the  Uni  verb  ty  of  Heimjiad; 
j  But  his  Book  de  Dente  Aureo ,  does  not  much  re-* 
(commend  him,  as  a  judicious  and  prudent  Man, 

In  1 593,  a  Child  was  carried  from  Place  to  Place, 
r  and  fhewn  for  Money,  having  among  the  Mol  ares 
: one  Gold  Tooth:  The  Matter  of Fadt  appeared  fo 

certain 

« 
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certain,  that  no  Body  offered  to  difpute  it  :  Learn¬ 
ed  Men  were  only  divided  about  the  Caufe  of 
fuch  an  extraordinary  Accident,  and  what  it  prog- 
wojiicatcd.  Jacobus  tiorfiius ,  immediatey  publifhedi 
his  Book  de  Dente  Aureo  ;  in  which  he  pretended* 
that  it  was  partly  natural  and  partly  miraculous , 
being  defigned  to  keep  up  the  Courage  of  Chrijl - 
ians ,  who  then  had  War  with  the  Turks .  What: 
Relation  a  Golden  Tooth  can  have  to  Chrijtians  and 
Mahometans ,  I  cannot  underfland  ;  yet,  we  have,  , 
upon  the  fame  Subject,  the  Works  of  Rulandus% 
Ingoljleterus ,  Libavius  and  others  :  in  fhort,  Books 
upon  Books  were  publifhed,  and  the  Controverfy, 
for  ought  I  know,  had  been  tranfmitted  to  oun 
Time,  and,  in  Courfe,  devolved  upon  Dr.  Turner 
to  defend  the  c Pojfibility  and  Reality  of  this  Phoe- 
nomenon  ;  if  a  plain  Journeyman  Silver-Smithy  con¬ 
cealed  in  a  Croud  of  Admirers y  had  not  unexpect¬ 
edly  furprized  the  Mouth  of  the  Child,  and  difeo- 
vered  the  Tooth  to  be  nothing  elfe  but  an  ordi¬ 
nary  Tooth,  to  which  fome  Gold  Leaves  were 
carefully  applied  to  favour  the  Cheat. 

I  fubmit  to  the  Reader,  whether  a  Man,  who> 
is  come  to  the  highefl  Pitch  of  Credulity,  be  duly 
qualified  for  a  Witnefs,  and  whether  it  had  not: 
been  prudent  in  Dr.  Turnery  never  to  have 
produced  Jacobus  Horjtius  for  one  of  his  Touchers. 


The  C  a  l  f. 


Dr.  T.  Anno  Dorn.  1610,  Whiljl  (faith  our  Au- 
f  1 14.  thor)  I  attended  on  my  ^Prince  at  Prague,  as 
his  Phylician,  it  fell  out  that  upon  the  18th 
of  July,  there  was  born  a  Boyy  whofe  Livery 
htejlwesy  Stomachy  SpkeVy  with  great  ^Part 

oh 
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of  the  Mifentery,  hung  out  all  naked  below  bis 
Navel ',  he  lived  but  a  few  Hours,  and  then 
with  Mifery  enough ,  exchanged  that  Life  for 
'Death,  which  he  had  newly  begun  ;  If  any 
1  ^  demand  the  Reafon  of  fo  monfirous  a  Defor¬ 
mity,  he  fhall  find  no  other  than  the  Ima¬ 
gination  of  the  (Parent,  who  being  asked  by 
Dr .  Mayor  and  my  fef  whether  haply  fie 
had  given  fome  Occafion  to  fuch  Birth  :  She 
anfiwered  with  Lears,  that  three  Months  be¬ 
fore  her  Deliverly,  She  was  forced  by  fome 
Soldiers,  to  be  prefept  at  the  killing  of  a  Calf^ 
at  the  Opening  of  which,  floe  felt  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Motion  in  her  felf,  when  fhe  faw  how 
the  Bowels  came  tumbling  from  the  Belly . 

Anfi  The  Author  Dr.  Turner  refers  himfelf  to? 
is  Gregorius  Horfiius,  who  had  imbibed  his  Fa* 
ther  Jacobus  Horfiius’ §  Principles,  and  who  confe* 
quently  is  not  much  to  be  credited. 

I  am  very  willing  to  fuppofe,  fuch  a  Child  was 
born  at  (Prague ,  in  1620*  but  it  does  not  appear, 
that  Gregory  Horfiius  makes  the  leaft  Step  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  Chara&er  ol  the  Woman :  The  moft 
effential  Circumftance  of  the  Fa6t,  viz.  the  drejfing 
of  the  Calf,  &c.  is  afierted  to  be  true  upon  the 
bare  Declaration  of  the  Woman ;  upon  which  foe 
had  been  entirely  filent,  had  not  the  Gentleman  been 
fo  officious,  as  to  put  it  into  her  Mouth  : 

Dr.  Turner,  by  the  Help  of  the  Word  Extraor¬ 
dinary,  has  thought  fit  to  Jmooth  the  Relation,  fie 
felt  an  Extraordinary  Motion  in  her  felf,  whereas, 
Horfiius  fays,  quodammodo  Commota,  fie  was,  in  a 
Manner,  mov’d,  which  makes  it  doubtful,  whether 
foe  was  frighted,  or  no.  Hildan.  Cent .  3.  55. 

What  makes  her  cry  ?  If  foe  had  been  detained 
by  Souldiers,  was  it  not  with  another  View,  than  to 

be 
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be  prefent  at  the  Drefling  of  a  Calf  in  which  thefe  is 
nothing  offeniivc  and  frightful,  but  the  actual  killing 
©f  the  Animal  ?  And  lince  the  Child  was  born  alive j 
with  his  Throat  whole  and  entire ,  the  Particulars  or 
that  Story  don't  feem  to  hang  well  together.  * 
By  the  publick  Diffedtion  of  the  Child,  there 
appeared  feveral  Irregularities  about  the  Umbilic , 
- ventriculus  and  Intejtines 5  which  had  no  Reference 
to  the  Drefling  of  the  Calf  ibid, \ 

The  Fadt  is  placed  three  Months  before  the  De¬ 
livery  *  lhould  not  there  have  been  then,  in  Courfe, 
fuch  an  Effulion  of  Blood,  as  to  take  away  in  few 
Minutes,  the  Child's  Life, 

And  pray,  good  Sir,  tell  me,  what  Styptick  does 
Imagination  make  Ufe  of,  to  flop  an  Hannorrhagy , 
when  ihe  ripps  open,  in  a  furious  Manner,  the  Bo¬ 
dy  of  a  Child  in  Utero  ?  Since  there  was  no  lofs 
of  Blood,  'tis  very  likely,  an  Impediment  in 
the  Growth  of  the  Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen^  |_not 
Imagination ]  was  the  true  Caufe  of  this  Deformity  : 
For  which,  I  appeal  to  Horftius  himfelf,  who 
owns,  that  at  that  Time  of  Gejiation ,  the  Nifcera 
are  hardly  covered  with  Skin,  vix  cate  circumdata t 
ibid . 


The  young  J  e  w* 

t  ■ 

Dr.  Tl  In  the  fame  City  ^Prague  J,  and  much  about 
p.  ii  5.  the  fame  Time ,  there  was  the  like ,  if  not  a 
greater  Miracle  of  Nature  5  a  Woman  was  de¬ 
livered  of  a  Son ,  who  was  born  with  his 
Foreskin  cut  and  inverted  *  and  this  came 
to  pafs  through  the  vehement  Imagination  of 
the  Mother ,  who  three  Weeks  before  foe  fell 
in  Travel ,  had  lijtened  very  attentively  to  a 
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Gmfi  in  her  Houfe ,  who  difeourfed  and  exadiy 
deferibed  the  Manner  of  the  jewifh  Circum* 
ciilon,  at  one  cj  which,  he  had  that  Morning 
been  pre/ent:  I  zvas  an  fEy  e-Wit  nefs  hereof  being 
*.  brought  by  Kepler  the  great  Mathematician , 
%  r  to  behold  and  view  the  Child* 

Anf  This  fecond  Story  comes  from  the  fame 
Shcpy  viz.  from  Gregory  Horjfzus ,  who  makes  no 
Scruple  to  declare  peremptorily ,  and  without  Proof, 
that  the  Mother's  Imagination  was  the  Caufe  of 
the  Child's  being  circumdfed . 

There  is  always  in  all  thefe  Reports,  a  certain 
i  prevailing  Miltake,  which  is  to  confound  the  Tefti* 
mony  of  Marks  and  Deformities ,  with  the  Proofs 
ot  the  Mother's  Fancy .  Who  was  a  Witnefs,  that 
the  Woman  liltened  very  attentively  to  a  Gudl  in 
her  Houfe,  who  difcourled,  and  exactly  deferibed 
-  the  Manner  of  the  Jewiih  Circumcijion  I 

2.  Horffius  makes  a  great Noife about  Nothing; 
for  he  owns,  that  the  Fraputium  was  flit  but  part - 

|  lyy  whereas  it  is  entirely  cut  off  in  Circumcijion f 
:  \ 

3.  The  Chi ki  was  never  ftiewn  to  Ilorfius 
but  two  years,  at  lead,  after  the  pretended  Acci¬ 
dent,  when  the  Circumftances  were  eafily  altered 
by  the  Growth  of  the  Infant,  by  the  frequent  Dif- 
charge  of  Urine ,  and  efpecially  by  the  ohicioufhds 
of  Virtmfos ,  in  their  bufy  Examination  of  the  TW- 
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The  Devil. 

Dr.  T.  More  remarkable  ftill  is  the  Relation  of  Lu* 

p.  u  S'  dov.  Vives,  in  his  Comment  upon  St.  AuftinV 
City  of  God,  where  he  mentions  a  loofe  Fellow 
of  Brabant,  who  having  perforated  the  Devil 
in  a  dPlay  affed,  upon  returning  home  in  his 
Devif s  Habit ,  would  needs  have  to  do  with 
his  Wife,  faying  he  would  beget  on  her  a  young 
Devil ;  the  poor  Woman  frightened  did  conceive 
however  thereupon ,  and  after  brought  forth  a 
Child  of  the  fame  diabolical  Figure  the  Man 
was  drefjed  in. 

Anf.  Ludovicus  Vives  being  a  religious  Man, 
relates  this  Fadt,  true  or  falfe,  as  an  earneft  Ad¬ 
monition  againll  rafh  Words  and  Indecency. 

But,  pray,  what  fhouid  fright  fack-W  addings 
Wife  ?  Was  fhe  not  uied,  and  did  Ihe  not  de¬ 
light  to  fee  her  Husband  in  that  odd  Drefe,  which 
atiorded  them  a  comfortable  Living  ? 


T he  three  Kings. 

Dr.  T.  Schenkius  tells  of  a  Woman  very  big, 
p.  1 1  S'  who  among  other  Difcourfes  with  her  Neigh¬ 
bours,  Mention  being  made  of  her  great 
Belly,  fhe  told  them  that  fhe  reckoned  about 
the  Time  of  Epiphany,  or  Fejttval  of  the 
Three  Kings;  upon  which  the  good  Women 
wiping  fhe  might  bring  forth  Three  Kings, 
fhe  merrily  anjwered,  with  all  her  Heart ; 

and 
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and  accordingly,  at  the  Time,  (he  lore  Three 
Sons,  one  of  them  an  Ethiopian*  or  of  a 
black  Colour,  as  ufually  one  o  thofe  Kings 
is  painted .  The  fame  Relation  is  confirmed 
by  Cornel.  Gemma,  being  feen,  as  he  fays 
by  great  Multitudes  in  the  City  of  Lovain^ 
and  confirmed  as  Truth  by  undoubted  TeJU- 
tnony . 

Anf  This  Story  is  very  proper  to  be  added 
to  the  Voyages  of  Captain  Lemuel  Gulliver,  a 
Gentleman  reported  to  be  of  fuch  a  Sincerity,  that 
he  was  never  catched  in  a  Lie. 

Wound  in  the  Chi  IT s  Fore - 

head. 

Dr.  T  The  fame  cPerfon  reports  of  another ,  who 
p,  1 15.  near  the  Time  of  her  Labour,  being  purfued  by 
her  Husband  with  his  drawn  Sword,  threat - 
ning  to  cut  her  over  the  Forehead  floe  from 
the  Fright  not  long  after  fell  in  Travel, 
brought  forth  her  Infant,  having  a  large 
Wound  on  its  Forehead,  from  which  fuch  A~ 
bun  dance  of  Blood  flowed,  that  it  could  not 
be  flopped,  fo  that  the  Child  died  prefently . 

Anf  The  Author,  who  makes  this  Report,  is 
the  very  fame  Cornelius  Gemma,  who  has  the 
Impudence  to  tell  us,  that  the  Fable  of  the  Three 
Kings  is  confirmed  as  Truth  by  great  Multitudes 
in  the  City  of  Lovain,  and  by  undoubted  Teftimony* 
The  Evidence  of  fuch  a  Man  ought  to  be  rejeded 
with  Scorn  and  Contempt  :  What  a  Piece  of 
Nonfence  is  this  ?  A  Child  having  a  large  Wound 

FI  a  on 
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on  its  Forehead,  does  not  bleed  in  liter o  ‘  but  as 
loon  as  it  is  Born,  fuch  abundance  of  Blood  does 
flow,  that  it  cannot  be  lfopt,  and  the  Infant  dies 
prelent  ly. 


A  Scol  D. 

Dr,  T.  There  liveth  among  us  at  Bern  in  Switfesv 
p,  1 1 6.  land,  fays ,  Gul.  Kabricius,  an  honeft  Woman  y 
who  about  ten  Tears  Jincc ,  being  great  , with 
Child ,  and  quarelling  with  another  Woman , 
put  her  felf  into  fuch  FaJJion ,  that  fie  was 
unable  to  contain  herfelj  •  after  which  falling 
into  Labour  fie  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a 
Daughter  of  a  courageous  and  heroick  Mind% 
but  her  Feet  and  Hands  contracted ,  as  if 
ready  to  light ,  and  her  whole  Body  in  conti¬ 
nual  Motion ,  fo  that  /he  Walks ,  as  it  werey 
dancings  and  in  a  trembling  Hojiure ,  after 
the  Manner  of  angry  ^People  unable  to  govern 
their  FaJJion. 

Mnf.  A  Piece  of  Hiftory  of  very  great  Impor¬ 
tance  indeed,  to  oblige  a  learned  Author,  to  print  -i 
a  Book  in  /  fence  ot  it!  I  have  taken  the  Trouble 
to  enquire,  at  ~ Rilling f gate ^  into  the  Probability  and  . 
Pollibihty  of  the  Fact.  The  good  Women  have 
allured  me,  upon  their  Honour  and  Reputation, 
that,  they  never  obiervcd  any  fuch  Accident  in 
their  Lives,  though  they  had  pr addled  for 
feveral  \  ears,  and  even  when  they  were  with  Child, 
the  yJrt  and  Myjlery  of  Scolding,  They  told  me 
f}hb,  that  at  the  Gate  no  Body  is  admitted  to 
the  freedom  by  their  Mother's  Copy  3  but  that 

mull 
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moil  come  to  it  by  Servitude ,  and  by  being  re-* 
gulcirly  bred  up  to  the  Trade  :  But,  how  it  is  in 
Switzerland ,  I  iubmit  to  Dr.  Turner, 

Alter  all,  Fabric? us  Hild.  Cent .  6.  66.  is  forced 
to  own,  that  the  Woman’s  lingular  Way  of 
W  alking,  as  il  Ihe  was  a  Dancing,  and  in  a  trem¬ 
bling  Pofture,  was  with  a  Delign  to  hide  the  De¬ 
led:  of  one  of  her  Legs,  and  that  hie  had  in  a 
Manner  left  it  oft':  Nec  it  a  faltando ,  et  i  remen  do,  uti 
in  pueritia  fecit propter  verecundiam  enim  libenter 
Celaret,  quw  tarnen  Celari  non  pojfunt ,  puto  clau- 
dicationern,  et  Contorfiomm  pedis  Jinidri .  She  con¬ 
ceals  as  much  as  fhecan  the  Contorlion  of  her  left 
Foot . 

Don't  you  think,  that,  if  Imagination  had  given 
the  Child  an  extraordinary  Volubility  of  Speech, 
that  Faculty  had  better  anfwered  to  the  Mother’s 
Scolding ,  than  the  Lamenefs  of  a  Foot , 


A  Child  in  Fits. 

Dr.  A  A  young  and  lufly  Woman  ( from  the  fame 
p.  1 1 6.  Author)  big  with  Child ,  walking  the  Street 
upon  fame  Occafion ,  a  IPerfan  juft  by  happen¬ 
ed  to  fall  down  in  a  Fit  of  an  Epilepfy ,  crying 
out  Jirangely ,  and  throwing  about  his  Limbs , 
upon  which  the  young  Woman  was  much 
frightened  ^  however  at  the  Expiration ,  fafely 
delivered  of  a  Son,  foon  after  he  was  bornfeized 
with  Epileptick  Faroxyfms ,  which  oppofed  all 
our  medical  Help ,  and  encreafing ,  carried  him 
off  before  he  was  a  Tear  old.  The  Can  fa,  I  doubt 
not,  replies  that  great  Man ,  was  the  Force 
of  the  Mother's  Imagination  at  the  Time  of 
the  Fright ,  copmumcated  to  the  Bruin  of  the 
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Infant,  in  as  much  as  the  c Parents  are  both 
healthy ,  as  alfo  their  other  Children ,  and 
never  obnoxious  to  this  terrible  Difeafe . 

Such  another  Accident,  as  I  remember ,  he  fpeaks 
of  elfewhere ,  befalling  a  Woman  with  Child , 
upon  her  helping,  to  keep  in  Order  an  Epileptic 
during  the  fParoxyfn . 

Anf  You  fee,  what  Scarcity  of  Proofs  the  Ima- 
ginationifls  are  reduced  to,  when  they  floop  fo 
low,  as  to  have  Recourfe  to  the  Mother's  Imagina¬ 
tion  to  account  for  the  Fits  of  two  or  three  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  pray,  how  many  Thoufand  Babes  have 
we,  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  afflicted  with 
Comulfans,  and  yet  the  Mothers  never  had  any 
filch  Fright  during  their  Pregnancy? 

However,  in  thefe  two  Cafes,  Dr.  Turner  goes 
farther  than  Hildanus ,  who  is  not  politive,  but 
willing  to  leave  it  to  his  Friend  Horftius  to 
determine.  Verum  Nihil  Certi  confiituere  Conabor , 
videlicet  an  Imagination  Mat  rum  in  his  Infantulis  file- 
rit  Caufa  nec  ne. 

Children  born  L  a  m  e 


Dr.  T.  The  Cafe  of  a  Man  born  without  Arms,  and 
p.  1 1 6.  living  to  a  great  Age,  which  was  cccafioned 
by  his  Mother’s  Surpize  at  the  Sight  of  a 
Mendicant,  in  the  fame  unhappy  Condition,  is 
entered  in  Cent.  6.  Obf.  66. 

Anf  I  beg  Leave  to  repeat  Fabricius’s  own 
Words.*  What  will  you  fay  oj  Thomas  Schwikerus, 

a 

*  W -d  dices  de  Thoma  Schwickero  Suxo  Hallenje  (jut  fu- 
f  trior  *  Secutoi  fine  braekiis  mu  us  fit  9  ti  ad  Deere  pitam  JEta- 

tan 
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a  Saxon  who  was  horn  in  the  la  ft  Century^  and  has 
lived  to  a  very  old  Age  :  Matthias  Quadus  writes 
to  me ,  that  this  Accident  happened  by  the  Mother's 
Imagination ,  in  looking  upon  a  Mendicant  who  had 
no  Arms. 

And  what  fhall  I  fay  to  this  ?  But  that  the  Fad 
being  of  a  very  old  Date,  and  before  the  Birth  of 
j Quadus,  and  Hildanus ,  they  have  both  of  them, 

:  in  Relation  to  the  Qaufe  of  the  Accident,  affirmed 
more,  than  they  could  honeftly  warrant  to  be 
j  true. 

!  Dr.  T.  We  have  a  fad  Injiance  at  Home ,  I  mean 
p.  ii  6.  in  this  City  [of  London,]  in  a  Child  of  Sir 
— — whoje  Lady  frightened  at  the  un¬ 
expended  View  of  a  Beggar's  Stump- Arm  upon 
her  Coach  Door ,  being  then  with  Child ,  was 
after  brought  to  Bed  of  a  Child ,  yet  living , 
and  wanting  one  of  his  Hands . 

Anf.  I  am  heartily  forry  for  the  young  Gentle- 
i  man's  Misfortune.  God  forbid,  I  fhould  be  lb 
1  wicked  as  to  mock,  and  ridicule  my  fellow  Crea- 

Itures  in  their  Troubles  and  Afflictions,  though 
Dr.  Turner  in  his  Defence  takes  the  Liberty  to  in¬ 
troduce  me,  more  than  once,  {peaking  faucily  upon 
;i:  that  SubjeCt. 

The  Reality  of  the  Lamenefs  is  not  in  Quc- 
ij  ftion,  Tis  the  Caufe  which  is  in  Difputc. 

ddojl  Hoc ,  Ergo  Propter  Hoc ,  is  the  perpetual 
|  Sophifm  Dr.  Turner  does  fo  much  rely  upon, 

as 

..i  _ — - _ _ — 

ii|  rem  fupervixit  ?  De  to  fcribit  Matthias  Quadus  mihiy  id 
\p  propter  ttrrorem ,  fvtemque  Imaginationem  Matrix  cum  forte l 
I "fortv.na  pauperem  bracbiis  Orhatum  vidmtt  uccdifp.  Hi  Id. 
« \€ent*  6 •  66. 
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as  if  Imagination  was  excepted  out  of  the  General 
Rule hut  are  there  no  Children  born  lame ,  except 
the  Mothers  had  a  Surprize,  or  the  View  of  any 
lame  Perfons ,  how  many  Women  were  expofed  to 
fuch  an  ungrateful  Sight,  and  yet  their  Children 
are  perfect  in  all  their  Limbs, 

Hippocrates  knew  nothing  of  the  DoCfrine  of 
Imagination ,  for  in  his  Book  de  Ge  nit  lira ,  he  does 
furnifh  us  with  quite  different  Reafons  for  thefe 
Deformities . 

Some  of  his  Reafons  are  grounded  upon  the 
Analogy ,  that  'great  Man  finds  between  the  Semen 
Animalium ,  and  the  Seeds  of  Vegetables.  A  Plant  will 
never  come  to  its  full  Perfection,  if  there  be  any 
Defedf  in  the  Seed  ,  Why  fhould  it  not  be  the 
fame  in  the  Generation  of  Animals  I 

The  Rudiments  of  feme  Parts  may  be  deficient  in 
the  Ovum ,  or,  if  they  are  delineated ,  they  are  af¬ 
terwards,  by  an  ObfirUBion  in  the  decretory  V dfels, 
deprived  of  due  Nourilhment,  and  eonfequently 
they  decay  and  wither,  and  are  eafily,  upon  a 
Shock,  feparated  from  the  Body,  efpecially,  if 
they  are  fmall  and  hang  only  by  foft  Threads. 

Hippocrates  does  alio  name  violent  Accidents, 
as  the  Caufc  of  thefe  Misfortunes,  I  believe ,  fays 
he,  that  the  Child  is  lamed,  or  bruifed  in  Utero  by 
the  Mother  having  a  Blow,  or  a  Fail ,  or  any  othe  r 
Violence,  ibid. 

Such  was  the  Opinion  of  Ambrofie  eparey,  lib. 
25.  c.  1 2.  If  any  Injury  happen  to  the  Vroman  with 
Childly  Reafon  of  a  Stroak,  Fall,  or  the  like ,  the 
Hurt  may  extend  to  the  Child,  therefore  by  thefe 
Occafons ,  the  tender  Bones  may  be  broke,  w relied, 
framed,  or  depraved,  after  fome  other  monftrous 
Manner ,  and  alfo  by  like  Violence  of  fuch  Phings ,  a 
Vein  may  be  broke ,  and  opened ,  and  Flux  of  Blood, 

of 
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or  vomiting  caufed  by  the  vehement  Cohcujfton  of  the 
whole  Body. 

To  which  I  add,  that  in  fome  particular  O c- 
cafions,  the  hidden  and  violent  Motion  of  the 
Diaphragm ,  of  the  Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen  and  of 
the  Uterus j  is  fufficient  to  put  the  Child  in  Dan¬ 
ger  of  his  Life,  or  to  injure  it  in  its  tender  Limbs.- 
After  all,  though  Dr.  Burner  has  mentioned  the 
Story  of  the  young  Gentleman  in  his  Rooks,  and 
i  with  a  great  deal  of  Oilentation,  yet  to  my  very 
j  great  Surprife,  he  is  not  able  to  give  a  fatisfaSlory 
Account  of  the  Fadt 

He  does  not  feem  to  have  the  Relation  directly 
from  the  Gentlewoman  her  fell,  but  to  receive  it, 
at  Second  Hand ,  from  one  of  the  Family*  Defence y 
pagi  146.  • 

He  can’t  tell,  how  far  the  Lady  was  gone  in 
her  Pregnancy,  nor  did  he  think  fit  to  inquire  into 
it,  as  if  it  was  unneceffary.  How  far,  fays  he  (he 
had  then  reckoned ,  or  how  long  to  go  at  the  Time 
of  the  Surprife ,  J  never  was  jo  Inqdijitive ,  as  to 
inform  my  felf  ibid. 

Yet,  was  it  not,  I  think,  very  material  to  know 
this,  and  alio  feveral  other  Particulars,  viz .  Whe¬ 
ther  any  Briiife ,  01*  Lividity  appeared  on  the  Body 

of  the  Child  ?  - - ‘Whether  any  Scan ,  or  Marks 

of  Amputation  were  perceived  upon  the  Stump  ? 

Whether  the  Midwife  at  the  Time  of  De¬ 
liver}",  or  after-it,  difcovered  any  Finger,  or  Bone, 

or  any  Part  of  the  Child’s  Hand? - — — -  What 

Proof  there  be,  that  a  Hand  was  ever  originally 
joined  to  the  x4rm  ?  — — -  Whether  the  Lady, 
in  her  Fright,  did  fart  and  hit  her  Body  againft 
the  Side  of  the  Coach,  with  any  Force  or  Vkm 
lence  ?  - — — -  Whether  the  Gentlewoman  had  any 
Fall  or  Blows,  during  her  Pregnancy,  &c> 
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When  Dr.  Turner  is  able  to  refolve  thefe  Quefti- 
ons,  I  will  then  conlider,  what  further  Anfwer  to 
make  upon  this  Subject. 

As  for  what,  he  fays,  p.  146,  that  he  has  often 
heard  from  one  in  the  Family,  that  the  Lady ,  upon 
the  Surprife  by  the  Beggar  with  the  Stump  Jrm, , 

told  Sir - -Jhe  could  not ,  for  a  long  Time  after , 

keep  the  frightful  ObjeB  from  her  Mind,  and  that 
jhe  was  therefore  fearful  her  Child  had  fuffered  by 
it. 

Thefe  Thoughts  proceed  from  the  tyoifon  of  the 
Current  Opinion,  which  diftradts  the  Mind  and 
tJnderllanding  of  pregnant  Women,  and  fills  them 
with  Fear  and  Apprehenfion  :  Let  my  Hypothefis 
prevail,  and  they  will  be  able  to  bear  thofe  Sights 
with  Chriflian  Pity  and  Companion,  and  without 
any  Concern  for  themfelves  or  the  Child. 


Fahricms  Hildanm’s  Unde¬ 
niable  Faffs. 

The  following  Articles  make  a  noble  Shew  in 
br  Turners  Chapter;  for  the  Reputation  Fabncim 
Hilaauus  has  acquired,  and  which  he  did  jullly 
deferve  for  his  Skill,  and  happy  Succefs  in  Surge rl 
gives  a  Vamtjh  to  all  his  Notions.  g  h 

in  all  his  Dr‘  who  is  fo  verbous 

Lemtb  5S  ?  Ft  n°u  thouSht  to  print  at 

1,  9ales  hereafter  to  be  mentioned. 

from  thJ  d  f  °n?  T°Ut  ofPrudence,  to  conceal 
Falsehood  ?  °l  1  KU  ]ne°herence,  Abiurdity,  and 

are1 1?  be  mlSd  **  the  Fads>  which 

*  t0  be  relatfd>  are  inferted  in  Letters,  either 

from 
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from  Greg,  Horjiius  to  Hildanus ,  or  from  Hildanus 
to  Greg,  Horjiius.  This  laft  Gentleman,  it  feems, 
being  engaged,  at  that  Time,  in  fome  private 
Difputes,  relating  to  Imagination ,  upon  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  his  Books,  Addit  amenta  ad  Mar  cell, Donat. 

-  Differ  tat  io  de  Caufis  iimilitudinis  et  diflimilitu- 
dinis  in  jxtu  RefpeBu  CParentum,  and,  if  I  am  not 
miftaken,  another,  de  vita  Inf  antis  in  Utero  \  Hor¬ 
jiius ,  I  fay,  being  engaged  in  thofe  Difputes,  Fa¬ 
bric  ius  Hildanus ,  out  of  Complaifance  to  his  dear 
Friend,  and  to  aid,  affift,  and  comfort  him,  in 
.  thefe  fcholajiical  Troubles,  does  alfed:  in  all  his 
Letters,  to  furnifh  him  with  Ammunition  in  picking 
up,  as  much  as  it  is  in  his  Power,  any  Story,  true 
or  lalfe,  he  can  find  in  his  Way,  even  fome  which 
are  of  an  old  Date ,  as,  for  Initance,  one  from  Ju¬ 
lius  Ohfequens ,  Anno  ab  urbe  Condita  616. 

This  being  premifed,  Til  hear  patiently  Dr. 

1 Turner . 

Dr.  T.  i.  Of  an  Hydrocephalus  contracted  by  the 
f.iiy.  Mother's  Imagination,  you  have  an  Example 
Cent.  5.  3. 

Anf  This  is  writ  to  Horjiius  :  But,  it  appears 
by  Vabricius  Hildanus* &  own  Narrative,  that  the 
Mother,  during  the  whole  Time  of  her  Pregnan¬ 
cy,  had  neither  any  Fright,  nor  the  Sight  ot  any 
Body  affii&ed  with  that  Diftemper,  only  fever  a  J 
Years  before,  and  when  ihe  was  a  Maid,  ihe  lived 
in  a  Family,  where  a  young  Lad  was  troubled 
with  that  indifpofition,  and  ihe  never  remembred 
it,  till  Hildanus  officiouily  put  the  Qudfion  to  her. 
What's  all  this  to  the  Queition  ? 

f 

Dr.  T.  2.  An  Infant's  Head  was  pierced  quite 
ibid,  through  by  Reafon  of  an  Affright  cf  the 
Mother .  I  %  Anf% 
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Anf.  This  is  Gregory  HorJUus’s  Story  in  his  Ad- 
ditamenta,  vid.  Hi  Id.  Cent.  5.  3. 

The  Wound  is  not  deferibed,  no  doubt  with 
a  Hefgn  to  keep  the  Readers  in  the  Hark. 
The  Fad!  as  related  is,  that  two  Men  being  a  fight¬ 
ing,  one  was  run  through  the  Body  by  his  Adverfa- 
ry.  Now,  why  is  the  Child  run  through  the  Head, 
and  not  through  the  Abdomen ,  or  Thorax  ?  Hoy- 
fuus  has  the  Anfwer  at  his  Fingers  Ends,  if  you 
think  fit  to  believe  him.  Digito  Oculorum  B alp  e  - 
Irani  Betiitj  fhe  put  her  Finger  to  her  Eye-lid. 

1  take  this  Opportunity  to  relate  from  Hilda;;. 
Cent .  3.  22.  A  Cafe,  which  I  fhould  have  inferted  in 
my  Second  Chapter,  viz.  of  a  Woman,  who  after  a 
dangerous  Fracture  of  the  Skull,  and  a  Concujffion 
of  the  Brain,  was  fafeiy  brought  to  Bed  of  two 
male  Children  in  found  Health,  and  no  Dejormity. 
What  was  become  A  Imagination  all  this  l  ime  ? 

i  ■ 

Hr.  T.  3.  The  Small  Box  was  this  Way ,  [Imagi- 
ib.  nation]  communicated  [to  the  Foetus]  Cent. 
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Anf.  Hildauus  owns,  that  the  Mother  had  the 
Small  Pox  immediately  before  her  Delivery,  and 
was  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  her  Life,  Where  is 
the  Wonder,  the  Child  fhould  get  it  ?  There  was 
no  Neceffity  for  him  to  call  WitneiTes  to  the  Truth 
of  the  Fad:.  Horjlius ,  whom  he  acquaints  with 
the  Cafe,  is  not  of  his  Mind.  Magis  ad  ipjius  San¬ 
guinis  Inj0ionem ,  quam  ad  Imagiuationem  Refpi- 
ciendum .  More  Regard  is  to  be  had  to  the”  In¬ 
fection  of  the  Blood  than  to  Imagination.  Cent.  j. 


Dr. 


Dr.  T.  ■  4 .  A  noble  Virgin  was  born  with  a  Pro* 
p.  1 1 7,  lapfus  Uteri  et  veiicae  [by  the  Mother's  be¬ 
holding  a  poor  Woman  under  that  AJisfor - 
tunef ] 

Anf  This  laft  Particular,  Fabricius  Hildanus 
heard  it  feveral  Years  after  the  Birth  of  the  Child, 
and  does  not  feem  to  have  it  directly  from  her  Mo¬ 
ther,  of  which  he  makes  no  mention. 


Dr.  T.  5.  A  Child  was  born  with  the  Leg  broken 
ib.  or  diftorted  by  the  Mother's  looking  on  a  Cru¬ 
cifix,  and  viewing  the  broken  Limbs  of  one 
of  the  Malefactors  on  the  Side  of  our  Saviour . 
Cent.  3.  36. 


Anf.  I  wifh  the  Story  was  true,  to  Cure  if  poffi- 
ble,  the  Romanijls  of  their  Idolatry.  But  after  all, 
this  is  a  mere  Fidlion,  at  leaft  as  it  is  applied  to 
Imagination,  i.  The  Word  [broken]  is  of  Dr.  Tur¬ 
ner's  Addition.  2.  There  was  no  Wound  on  the 
i  Body  of  the  Child.  3.  One  of  the  Legs  was  at- 

Itenuated ,  drawn  up  without  a  Rotula ,  and  much 
f sorter  than  the  other  ;  befides  the  Foot  of  that 
Side  was  dljlorted.  Now,  what  Similitude  is  there 
I  between  the  Wounds  of  the  Malefactors ,  and  the 
Deformity  of  that  Child  ? 

I  could  give  feveral  other  Inftanccs  of  the  unac¬ 
countable  Partiality  of  Hildanus ,  and  that  he  had 
nothing  in  View,  but  to  pleafe  Gregory  EorjliuSj 
I  who  did  always  fwallow  very  greedily  thole  Stories 
[in  Favour  of  his  beloved  Syltem,  but  this  is  fufii- 
indent  for  the  prefent. 
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\  / 

Mifs  Muscle,  and  the 

•  -Grenadier, 

•  '  * 

Jh.T.  Philippus  Meurs,  Apoftolical  Trotonotary , 
p.  1 ij.  and  Canon  of  St.  Peters  in  Lovain,  a  reverend 
ancient  Man  [ut  tria  viderit  fecal  a  J  affirm'd - 
unto  me,  *  and  fever  al  others ,  fays  our  Author, 
that  he  had  a  Sifter  compleat  in  the  reft  of  her 
Body,  hut  without  a  Bead  :  Inftead  0]  which, 
was  joined  to  her  Neck  a  Shell  Fiih,  in  the 
likenefs  of  a  Sea-Mufcle,  \ad  Similitudinem 
Mytulf]  made  up  of  two  Shells,  which  fhut  and 
opened  :  and  by  which,  from  a  Spoon,  ihe 
took  her  Nourishment :  and  this  he  faid  was 
occafioned,  lor  that  the  Mother  with  Child 
with  her,  had  a  ftrong  Defire  after  fome 
Mufcles  fhe  beheld  in  the  Market,  but  could 
not  procure  at  that  Inftant.  This  Sifter  of 
his  lived  in  this  monftrous  Condition  to 
he  Eleven  Tears  old,  and  died  then  by  Ac - 
cident,  happening  angrily  and  very  ftrongJy  to 
bite  the  Spoon  they  fed  her  with,  and  break - 
ing  the  Shells,  died  quickly  after  :  he  kept 
diverfe  of  her  c Pi  Bures  in  his  Chamber,  which 
fays  Fienus,  the  whole  World  has  feen,  being 
more  particularly  famous,  and  well  known  to 
all  in  the  City  of  Lovain. 

Anf  Who  ever  heard  the  like  ?  A  Mufck  fed 
with  a  Spoon  J  Credat  Judaeus  A pclla,  non  ego. 

Dr.  Turner,  who  does  not  love  to  be  contradicted, 
and  who  expects  an  implicit  Faith  from  his  Readers, 

takes 

0 


*  Th:  Fienus  de  via  bus  jmaginatiums. 
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takes  it  as  a  very  great  Affront,  that  I  prefume, 
to  fpeak,  with  Slight  and  Contempt,  of  the  moll 
ex aB  Monfter  in  his  Colledtion. 

This,  fays  he,  *  however  afkonijhing  . - .  has 

nothing  incredible ,  notwithfanding  your  Ludicrous 

Interrogatory  - — '  for  fince  the  Birth ,  in  other 

\RefpeBs  was  perfect,  and  the  Organs  for  Refpira- 
Ction  and  Nutrition  rightly  difpofed,  fince  there  was 
a  Taf'age,  however  preternatural,  and  furprifng, 
for  conveying  Nouriihment  to  the  fame,  what  Jhould 
hinder  this  monfrous  Birth  from  growing  up  to  be 
eleven  Tears  of  Age  as  the  Author  reports  ?  Or  how 
is  it  likely  fo  fupendous  an  Accident,  which  doubt - 
lefs  muf  alarm  the  whole  Country,  the  whole 
World,  which  (in  a  metaphorical  Senfe)  he  fays 
had  feen  the  fame  ;  but  doubtlefs  the  Cunofty  of  ma~ 
ny  Thoufands,  muf  lead  them  to  be  Spectators  of  fo 
firange  a  Birth  ?  How,  I  fay,  is  it  fo  much  as 
poffble ,  the  fame  at  laft,  Jhould  prove  no  other  than 
la  Lying  Tale,  raifed  by  the  faid  Meurs,  ( which 
might  have  been  fo  eajily  detected )  with  no  other 
I View  than  to  impofe  upon  Fienus. 

Dr.  Turner  fpeaks  with  great  Vehemence  ;  I  am 
fraid,  he'll  put  himfelf  out  of  Breath  in  a  fhort 
"ime.  But  let  him  have  his  Humour. 

He  adds,  I  have  feen  an  Infant  born  with  a  flejhy, 
or  rather  cartilaginous  Excrefence,  funding  up 
like  the  Cap  of  a  Grenadier,  ||  the  lower  Tart  hang¬ 
ing 


■ 

|  . 

K  *  Defence  page  log. 

lj  II  Qi  faflead  of  a  Grenadier1*  Cap  was  it  not  the  Head' 
Tjf  a  Dominique  ?  Was  not  the  Child  got  in  ffoTown-Manfion- 
:Hou(e  of  Lucifer,  upon  the  She-Devil,  the  deftroying- 
ti  Angel,  hy  the  young  Squire  at  his  Return  from  the  Synagogue 
“|of  Satan  ?  Dfcourfe  of  Gleets ,  p.  iy. 
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ittg  over  the  Eyes  and  Ears ,  which  were  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  hidden  thereby  \  underneath  was  a  Perforation 
like  a  Mouth  by  which  there  was  a  dPaJJage  to  the 
Stomach  •  it  came  into  the  World  alive ,  but  died  pre- 
fently  after,  and,  to  avoid  Reproach ,  was  inftantly 
inhum’d.  I  could  farther  acquaint  you  with  the  Mo¬ 
ther’s  Eel  at  ion,  how  the  fame  had  befallen  her  •  but 
I  think  it  not  convenient  :  So  that  you  have  free 
Liberty  to  cry,  Ha,  ha,  he,  who  ever  faw  a  Grena¬ 
dier's  Cap  fed  with  a  Spoon  ?  Credat  Quis  ?  non 

Ego. 

v 

I  thank  Dr.  Turner  for  the  Liberty  he  gives 
me  to  Laugh,  or  to  Cry,  but,  at  this  prefent  Time, 
I  am  not  inclined  to  it,  fo  much  affraid  I  am,  the 
(petty  Grenadier  cannot  pafs  Mujler. 

1.  What  ftratige,  and  unaccountable  Argument 
is  this  ?  A  Child  is  born  with  a  Grenadier's  Cap, 
and  the  pretended  Caufe  induftrioufly  concealed,  the 
Babe  had  no  Time  to  receive  any  Nounjhment,  for 
it  dyed  prefently,  and  is  inftantly  inhum’d.  Ergo, 
There’s  no  Abfurdity  to  fay,  that  a  Mufcle  was  fed 
with  a  Spoon  eleven  Tears. 

2.  But  not  to  keep  the  Reader  in  Sufpence  any 

longer ,  I  appeal  to  Fienus  himfelf ,  the  only 
Publilher  of  that  prodigious  Story,  to  determine 
whether  it  be  true,  or  falfe ;  let  him  be  the  Umpire 
does  he  not  in  the  22 d  Qiieft.  fay  po/itively  that 
Meurs  did  very  feldom  fpeak  a  Word  of  Truth  ? 
*  I  don’t  believe  the  Story,  fays  Fienus  very  roundly, 
_ _  for 

*  Dico  me  non  Credere,  jgaia  enim  ipje  trat  JtneXy  et  Hijiona 
trat  vetufla ,  oh  citjtts  vetujiatem  non  poterat  facile  ah  ahquo 
redai'juiy  adeo  Wan  in  ilia ,  turn  in  atiiSy  anas  aliquando  com - 
manor abat ;  fiepe  erat  valde  injo?li%}  Conijclmdo  veritatem. 
Dim  S.t  aninne  ejus  Projitim. 

*  t 
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for  Meurs  was  very  old ,  and  the  Fad  of  fo  long 
ft  an  ding,  that  no  Body  could  convict  him  of  Forgery : 
In  port,  in  this  Cafe,  and  in  all  others,  which  he 
would  now  and  then  relate,  he  was  not  fo  happy 
as  to  hit  upon  the  Truth ;  the  Lord  have  Mercy  upon 
his  Soul.  Thefe  laft  Words  feem  to  intimate,  as  if 
Meurs  was  a  great  Sinner* 

3.  I  take  the  Liberty,  to  advife  Dr.  Turner ,  if 
he  does  hereafter  think  fit  to  Hand  up  for  an  Ad¬ 
vocate,  to  take  a  fpecial  Care  to  read  his  Brief 
Thoroughly,  and  not  to  call  Witnefies,  whole 
faithful  Teffcimony  mull  inevitably  ruin  his  Caufe. 

Conjunction  of  Children . 

Dr.  T  The  Cafe  of  Sebaftian  Munfter  of  the  two 

1 17.  Children  horn,  growing  together  by  the  Fore¬ 
heads,  occafioned  by  a  cPerfon  coming  behind 
the  Mother,  and  another  Woman  at  unawares , 
and  wantonly  Jinking  their  Heads  together , 
feemeth  the  lefs  rare  to  us,  who  have  feen  here 
in  London,  within  thefe  few  Tears,  two  Girls 
brought  out  of  Germany  inferably  complicate 
or  conjoined  about  the  Loyns  and  Buttocks , 
with  one  common  Anus  and  Pudendum. 

Anfe.  The  Queftion  is  not,  whether  there  were 
ever  any  fuch  Children,  as  Sebaftian  Munfer  does 
mention,  but  how  they  came  to  be  fo. 

Fietms  is  of 'Opinion,  that  the  Conjunction  was  a 
Cafualty,  and  not  the  Effed  of  Imagination .  *  CaJU 
et  non  virtuie  Imagination^ . 

K  •  •  That 
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That  ridiculous  Circumftance  of  fome  Body  co- 
nxing  behind  the  Women,  and  ffriking  their  Heads, 
feems  to  have  been  added  to  the  original  Story.  . 

For  Ambrofe  tyarey,  who  fpeaks  ©f  the  Girls, 
takes  no  Notice  of  it,  and  attributes  that  Defor¬ 
mity  to  a  quite  different  Caufe  than  Imagination . 
And  why  fhould  the  Foreheads  of  the  Infants,  upon 
the  Account  of  that  Stroak,  adhere  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  more  firmly  than  that  of  their  Mother  to  her 
Neighbour's? 

%  As  for  the  two  young  Girls,  which  were  in 
London ,  about  Twenty-one  Years  ago,  I  don't 
know,  upon  what  Account  Dr.  Turner  brings  them 
upon  the  Stage,  fince  the  Mother's  Imagination 
was  never  alledged  by  their  Keepers,  as  the  Caufe 
of  the  Conjunflion. 

But  fince,  I  am  upon  that  Subjed,  I  hope  the 
Reader  will  forgive  me  this  fmall  Digrcffion,  as 
Part  of  their  Hiitory. 

Thefe  Girls,  Helena  and  Judith,  were  born  in 
1701,  at  Szony ,  near  Comora  in  Hungary,  and  made 
their  Appearance  in  London,  in  1708.  They  were 
Handibme  and  Witty,  and  could  fpeak  perfe&ly 
three  Languages,  viz.  Sc  lawman,  French,  and 
German :  Beiides  the  Enghjh  Tongue  they  were  a 
learning,  in  June,  1708. 

Helena  was  much  ffronger  than  Judith,  and  able 
to  carry  her  ealily  upon  her  Back,  in  running  very 
faff  in  the  Room  ;  otherwife  they  did  walk  abreaff. 
What  was  the  Fate  of  their  Mother,  I  can't  tell. 

I  find  under  their  Pidure,  on  a  Copper-Plate,  thefe 

Yerfes. 


Corpora 
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Corpora  Bwarum  Sic  Concrevere  Sororunt 
Non  Ntft  Divina  Dijfocianda  Mamu 
Szny  F  atria  efi,  vims  Comorse  conterminus  Am , 
Quee  nmiquarn  Luna:  par  ait  Imperio . 
i  Ample  xa  eft  ulnis  Helenam  Lucina  prior  em, 

Boris  delude  trihus  Nat  a  Jiiditha  fait . 

Exitus  unit#  patet  unions ,  unions  alvo , 

Obfervant  Numerum  Cetera  Membra  fuiWL 
\  Mi/it  ad  Ignotos  tenuis  Fortuna  Farentum, 

Nea  pereat  Fan  to,  jama  ftupenda  rei  * 

Interior  a  latent ,  Nequeunt  abjirufa  videri, 

Exiguo  latum  Corpus  in  ten  patet . 


The  tWO  A  N  G  E  L  St 

Dr.  F.  In  the  Mifcellanea  Curiofa  termed  the  Z o- 
p>  1 17.  diacus  Medicogallicus  Anno  1682,  then 
is  a  Faff  age  giving  an  Account  of  a  Bt  fgun- 
dian  Woman  big  with  Child,  who  being  often 
intent  upon  looking  up  to  the  two  carved  /- 
mages  of  two  Angels ,  with  their  Arms  and 
Legs  a-crofs  each  other,  placed  in  the  Fryars 
Church  oj  that  City,  had  her  Imagination 
fo  imprejt  hereby,  that  on  the  aqtb  of  An- 
gull  laft  paff,  at  the  End  oj  her  Reckoning , 
fhe  was  delivered  of  two  Girls  deprived  of 
Life,  on  Account  oj  their  difficult  Births ,  with 
their  Bodies  joined  [ and  eroding  each  other ] 
after  the  Manner  of  the  Image  [he  had  fo  wijh - 
jully  beheld . 

Anf  Dr.  Furner  does  not  make  a  true  and  fair 
Reprefentation  of  the  Cafe.  The  Matter  of  Fad: 
is.  that  two  Girls  were  born,  compleat  in  all  their 

K  a  ' /  Umh^ 
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Limbs,  except  that,  Part  of  the  Thorax,  and  the 
Abdomen  in  both  made  but  one  and  entire  Trunk. 

The  Similitude  with  the  Tiblure  did  not  confift 
in  that  Union ;  for,  befides  two  noble  Pairs  of 
Wings ,  the  carved  Angels  had  their  Bodies  diftindfc 
and  feparate.  The  Journalilt  thinks  fit  to  place 
the  Refemblance  only  in  the  Face  of  one  of  the  Girls, 
which  Face ,  fays  he,  was  like  that  oj  the  Angel, 
the  Mother  had  looked  upon  *  Illarum  altera  vultu 
cmnino  referebat  faciem  alterius  Angelorum ,  quern 
Mater  attente  in  Tabella  confpexerat .  —  A  great 
Wonder  indeed  !  as  if  thofe  fmall  carved  Angels 
were  not  commonly  reprefented  with  the  Face  and 
Look  of  a  Child. 

As  for  their  Bodies  crojjing  each  other ,  after  the 
Manner  of  the  Image  the  Woman  had  fo  wif fully  be¬ 
held ,  *tis  an  Addition  of  Dr.  Turner,  or  a  Commen¬ 
tary  upon  the  original  Author,  to  embellifh  the 
Story,  and  make  it  ferve  his  Purpofe.  Urns  U- 
trique  Error ,  fed  variis  inludit  partibus . 


Parey’s  Frog. 

JDr.  T,  Amb.  Parey  gives  us  to  underjland, ,  that 
p.  1 1 8.  in  the  Tear  1517,  a  Child  was  born  [in  a 
"V illage  near  FontainbleaiT^  with  the  Shape  in 
its  Face  exa&ly  like  that  of  a  Frog,  which 
was  brought  to  pafs  by  the  Mother’s  holding 
that  Creature  in  her  Hand ,  to  allay  the  Heat 
of  a  Fever  about  the  Time  of  her  Conception. 

Anf  Amb.  Tarey  has  not  thought  fit,  to  give  us 
any  particular  Ddcription  of  the  Features  of  that 
Mcnjler  :  But  in  the  iaft  Edition  of  his  Book  made 
at  Tans,  after  his -Death,  and  in  the  Englijh , 

there’s 
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there’s  a  noble  Cut  of  a  Child  with  the  Head  of 
a  Frog ,  fo  that  the  Engravers  make  the  Fad  as 
plain,  as  two  and  two  are  four,  and  fupply  by 
:  their  Pictures,  what  was  wanted  in  the  Relation® 

F  FiBoribus  at  quo  Foetis  Quidtibet  audendi  femper  fuit 
i1  aqua  Fotefias. 

The  Story  appears  filly,  and  ridiculous,  Farum 
Kidiculum  videtur ,  fays  Fienus ;  and  pray,  did 
thefe  good  Country  T  oiks  keep  a  Journal  of  their 
domeftick  Frau  fa  Blows,  to  be  fo  pofitive  in  their 
Reckoning,  and  to  hit,  even  at  the  End  of  Nine 
Months,  upon  the  very  Moment  of  Conception  ? 

Could  Frogs  {trike  any  Terrour  in  a  Woman, 

|  who,  after  the  Cuftom  of  that  Country,  ufed  to  make 
a  Fricafjey  of  them,  inftead  of  Chickens  ? 

Ambrofe  Farey  does  fpeak  of  this  Monfter  only 
by  Hear  fay,  for  either  he  was  not  yet  born  in  1517? 
i  or  he  was  then  very  young,  fince  he  dedicates  his 
Book  of  Surgery ,  to  the  French  King,  Henry  the 
III,  immediately  before  the  barbarous  Murther 
i  of  that  Prince  by  a  Dominican  Fryer,  at  the  Siege 
of  Far  is ,  in  1  Jbp. 

We  have  in  Farey  two  or  three  fuch  Cafes  ;  but 
none  of  them  of  his  own  Knowledge.  He  relates 
them  as  an  Hiftorian,  and  in  fuch  a  Way,  that 
’tis  eafily  perceived,  he  did  not  believe  Imagina¬ 
tion  to  have  been  the  Caufe  of  thele  Deformities: 
For  fpeaking  of  [Marks,  which  imitate  a  Cherry , 
or  any  other  Fruit,  he  declares  freely  his  Mind, 
lib.  24.  c.  17.  Women  fay,  that  thefe  Marks  pro- 
$|  ceed  from  the  Defire  the  Mothers  had  to  eat  of 
\  that  Food,  or  that  feme  fuch  Things  have  been  flung 
-i  into  their  Breaf,  or  to  their  Faces,  I  can  hardly 
j  believe  it. 

But  though  Jmb.  Farcy  was  no  Imaginationijf, 
yet,  on  Mother  Hand,  he  was  engaged,  according  to 
the  current  Opinion  of  his  Time,  into  aMiitake  e- 

qually 
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qually  falfe,  which  is  to  look  upon  Monjters  and  Z>- 
Jomities  to  be  Prophetical,  or  Prognoficks-  of  fome 
dreadful  Events-  &  the  City  of  Verona,  Anno  1475, 
fays  he,  fwo  GirA  born  joined  together  in  the 
hack  :  The  fame  Tear  the  Duke  oj  Burgundy  feiz’d 
Mpon  Lorrain  y  Cracow  was  burnt ,  and  the  great 
Kingdom  of  Spain  divided  between  Ferdinand,  and 
Alphonfe  :  That  Monfer  was  followed  by  fever al 
other  Occidents,  all  which  it  did  prognofticate. 
Had  Amb .  Parey  lived  in  our  Days,  he  had  with' 
out  the  leaft  Helitation,  decreed  and  pronounced, 
that  the  two  Hungarian  Girls  foretold  the  laft  War, 
and  the  PofTeflion  of  the  Spanijh  and  French  Mo¬ 
narchies,  by  two  Perfons  of  the  fame  Family. 

This  Opinion  appears  now  to  us  very  groundlefs 
and  whimlical  j  but  in  Parey9 s  Time,  Authors  were 
of  another  Mind,  and  pleaded  boldly  in  their  Fa¬ 
vour,  Experience ,  and  the  very  Reafons  that  are 
given  for  the  Strength  of  the  Mother’s  Imagination 
1  the  Foetus  ;  that  is,  Pojl  hoc ,  Ergo  Propter 


If  you  ask,  what  did  thefe  Diviners  fay  for 
tliemfelves,  when  Monfer s  were  not  followed  by 
any  remarkable  Difafter  ?  I  anfwcr,  they  did,  as 
our  prefent  Imaginationifs  do,  who  make  a  great 
Noife,  when  there  is  the  leaft  Colour  to  counte¬ 
nance  their  Suppeftion  :  But  when  Imagination  is 
barren ,  or  when  there  is  a  notable  Deformity  with¬ 
out  any  preceeding  Imagination ,  then  out  of  Shame, 
all  is  hufhed,  and  the  P  ad  is  gently  dropt,  with¬ 
out  any  farther  Notice. 


Scar 
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Scar  in  the  Groin . 

Dr.  T.  A  Gentlewoman  being  cut  for  a  Repoftkn 
p.  1 1 8.  of  an  In  guinal  Rupture,  at  the  fame  Time 
with  Child,  fion  after  was  delivered  of  her 
Child  with  a  large  Wound  in  the  fame 
tylace,  the  Scar  of  which  he  carries  to  this 
Day ,  although  thirty  Tears  Jince . 

Anf  This  was  flily  invented,  to  excufe  a  Scar 
of  a  much  frejher  Date,  and  upon  another  Account 
:not  neceffary  to  be  mentioned. 

•  o 

The  A  p  e. 

Dr.  T.  At  Antwerp  ( as  recorded  by  Ficnus )  there 
p.  118.  was  at  the  Time  of  his  Writing ,  a  Woman 
who ,  both  in  Countenance  as  well  as  Gejiure , 
had  the  Refemblance  of  an  Ape  ;  for  the 
Mother ,  as  fuppofed,  when  big  with  Child, 
was  wonderfully  delighted  with  an  Ape,  Jhe 
kept  in  her  Houfe  to  play  withal . 

Anf  I  demand  T roofs,  and  not  Suppoftions.  Is 
Knot,  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  Number  of 
'Women,  who  at  all  Times,  and,  even  during  their 
^Pregnancy,  are  much  delighted  with  certain  Ani-> 
finals,  and  yet  the  Children  receive  no  Damage  from 
that  Familiarity  ? 

An  odd  Motion  of  the  Lips  contracted  in  the 
Youth,  and  fupported  by  a  bad  Education,  was, 

1  no  doubt,  the  only  Ground  of  that  Report. 

T  he 
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The  Lizard. 

Dr.Z  I  am  inform'd,  faith  the  fame  Perfon,  by 
p.  1 1 8.  one  worthy  of  Credit,  that  a  Woman  with 
Child ,  going  by  the  Town-wall,  a  Lizard 
leaped  into  her  Bofom  ;  upon  which  being 
frighted,  foe  [few  Days  after]  brought  forth 
a  Child  having  a  flefhy  Excrefcence  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Breaji,  exactly  refembling  the 
Lizard,  which  had  the  Head  fixed  unto  the 
Child's  Flejh,  as  it  were  hidden  therein ,  whiljl 
the  reft  of  the  Body  hung  forth . 

Anf  'Tis  very  ftrange,  that,  notwithftanding 
the  great  Character  Fienus  gives  his  Friend,  whom 
he  calls  Vir  gravis  et  fide  dignus,  a  grave  and 
trufiy  Man,  yet  after  that  noble  Encomium,  he  is 
not  willing  to  take  his  Word  ;  not  that  he  doubt¬ 
ed  of  the  Gentleman's  Honefty,  but  he  fufpedfed 
him  to  be  credulous,  and  to  have  been  impofed 
upon.  I  anfwer,  fays  he,  *  that  a  fiefoy  Subfance 
might  grow  out  of  the  Breaf ,  roughly  reprefenting  a 
Lizard,  or  an  Animal *  but  it  could  not  be  produced 
in  the  laji  Months,  nor  immediately  bejore  the  De¬ 
livery  5  for  when  the  Body  is  firmly  covered  with  the 

.  Skin , 


*  Refpond co  fieri  potuifje^  quod  Hltiis  millions  peflori  adnata 
fuerit  aliqua  inform is  Canicula  Carnis,  Ruditer  aliquam  La- 
certcim  aut  dnimalculum  adumbrant,  fid  non  Potuit  fu'tjje  nata 
nec  pofiremis  Menfibns,  nec  immediate  ante  Partum  •  nam  pofire.  ' 
mis  Menfibus,  cum  jam  corpus  Jila  Cute  fir  miter  e(i  circumfcrip- 
turn ,  Nihil,  pot  eft  amplius  tale  enafici  in  ea ,  et  quando  Enajci 
fojjet,  non  ita  brevi  tempore  nafei  pofijet, 


Skin,  nothing  can  any  more  come  out  of  if  and  efp* 
dally  in  fitch  a  jhort  Time.  I  am  glad,  to  ice  thole 
Imagination tfis  quarrelling  among  themfdves. 

This  puts  me  in  Mind  of  Dr.  Turner's  Fro  g. 

■  If  I  fee ,  fays  he,  an  unlucky  Fellow  throw  a  Frog 
into  the  Bofim  of  a  pregnant  Woman ,  who  fcreams 
out  .upon  the  Sight  oj  it ,  and  falls  into  a  ,  Fit,  from 
which  after  feme  Time,  jhe  is  recovered,  yet  has  the 
Fits  return  between  Whiles  :  Some  Time  after,  I  fie 
the  Infant  born  oj  this  Woman,  with  a  fiefhy  Tor** 
traiture  of  a  Frog  growing  out  of  its  Bredji.  Delea 
page  73. 

1  refer  him  to  Fiemts9 s  Anfwer.  Hcwaer,  I 
wiih  the  Gentleman  would  ufe  rather  the  5rile  of 
an  Htjlorian  than  of  an  Orator  •  lor,  when  he  fays, 
Jj  I fie,  &c.  does  he  not  put  one  Senfe  for  another, 
and  mean.  If  I  am  told  that  an  unlucky  Fellow i 
&c  ? 


H  a  i  r-L  i  p. 

Dr.  T.  Schenkius  takes  Notice  of  a  Letter  fieni 
piXiSi.him  by  jacobus  Set  crus,  iVL  D.  where  he 
gives  him  an  Account  oj  an  Accident,  jujl 
then  befallen  his  own  Wife,  who  being  deny ed 
a  certain  feint  oj  Meat  by  a  Butcher  in 
the  Market,  few  out  into  finch  4  cPaJJioni 
that  jhe  bled  at  the  Nofi  *  which  perceiving. y 
Iheclapt  her  Finger  to  her  Lip  to  wipe  it  oitv 
and  after  was  brought  to  beef  with  her  Child 
wanting  the  upper  Lip. 

Anfi  I  do  ingenuoufly  confefs,  I  arri  difap- 
pointed  in  my  Expectation  ;  for,  upon  the  Read¬ 
ing  of  this  great  Misfortune,  I  promifed  my  lelf 

L  na 


(  74  ) 

no  lefs,  than  to  fee  a  Sweat-Bread  or  Lamb-Stones, 
or  any  Thing  elfe  of  Butchers  Meat,  exatfly  im¬ 
printed  on  the  Child's  Body  :  But  there  is  no 
great  Rarity  in  the  upper  Lip  being  wanting. 

This  Fable  comes  from  the  very  fame  Sc  hen - 
khiSj  who  gave  us  the  Story  of  the  Three  Kings  * 
he  teems  to  be  but  a  Bungler  in  his  Lies,  for 
iince  the  Woman  removed  the  Blood  from  her 
Lip,  why  fhould  not  the  Child,  in  Conformity  to 
the  Mother's  Imagination ,  had  there  a  white 
Spot,  reprefenting  her  Finger ,  and  fringed  with 
a  few  Drops  of  Blood  ?  Cafu  labrum  Joctui  Hit 
defuijje ,  non  vi  Imaginationis  \  His  by  Chance ,  fays 
Fienusy  and  not  by  Virtue  of  Imaginationy  that  the 
Child  wanted  the  upper  Lip . 


The  Baker  bit. 

Dr.  T,  But  fomething  Jingular  beyond  all  the  fey  is 
p .  i  ip.  the  Tale  ^Langius  of  a  Woman  longing  to 
bite  the  naked  Shoulder  oj  a  Baker  pajjing 
by  hery  which  rather  than  Jhe  jhould  lofey 
the  good-natured  Husband  hires  the  Baker 
at  a  certain  Trice  *  accordingly ,  when  the 
Big  bellied  Woman  had  taken  two  Morfels, 
the  poor  Man  unable  to  hold  out  a  third, 
would  not  fuffer  her  to  bite  again  \  for  want 
of  whichy  Jhe  borey  as  the  Story  goeSy  one  dead 
Child y  with  two  living, 

Anf  Does  Dr.  Turner  write  this,  to  fwell  his 
Book,  or  to  make  the  Readers  laugh  ? 


Wound 
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Wound  in  the  Breafl, 

Dr.  71  To  hajien  homewards ,  where  are  InJIances 
p.  1 19.  enough  to  be  bad,  the  Reader  will  find  a 
very  furprifing  one ,  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Society,  by  Dr.  Cyprianus,  to  this  T* urpofe a 

A  Lady  was  delivered  of  a  Girl,  with  a 
Wound  in  her  Breafl,  above  four  Fingers 
long,  and  penetrating  to  the  Mufculi  Inter* 
collates,  being  an  Inch  broad,  hollow  under 
the  Flefti  round  about  the  Wound :  Be - 
fides  there  was  a  Contulion  [red  and  blue 
with  a  Swelling*]  at  the  lower  Fart  of  the 
Wound,  which  being  treated  with  Supuratives , 
came  to  a  Head,  was  opened,  and  together 
with  the  Wound  healed  up,  after  the  Manner 
cj  other  Wounds  and  Contufions.  The  Child 
came  into  the  World  without  any  Force,  and 
confequently  could  receive  no  Harm  in  the 
Birth,  but  was  occafioned  by  the  Strength  of 
the  Mother's  Imagination ;  who  about  two 
Months  before ,  being  gone  to  bed,  and  by 
Chance  hearing  a  Report,  that  a  Man  had 
murthered  his  Wtfe,  by  giving  her  a  Wound 
on  the  Bread  with  a  Knife  j  at  which  Rela¬ 
tion  9twas  obferved ,  that  fie  changed  Coun¬ 
tenance,  and  feemed  concerned . 

Anf  Dr.  Cyprian  us  lays  the  Fault  upon  Imagi¬ 
nation,  in  his  own  Name,  and  according  to  his  pri¬ 
vate  Opinion. 

Are  you  fure  the  Woman  was  frighted  ?  She  was 
gone  to  Bed,  and  who  can  tell  whether  her  Coun- 

L  2  tenance 


(  -]6  ) 

tenance  did  change,  or  no  ?  Is  it  not  declared 
pofitively  in  the  TranfaSHons ,  that  ihe  changed 
pot  excejji'uely  ?  That  is,  Ihe  like  a  good  Chris¬ 
tian,  expreft  her  Concern  for  that  barbarous 
Treatment,  but  Ihe  was  not  at  all  difordered. 

The-  murdered  Wife  was  tabbed,  by  receiving 
one  (wgh  Wound  in  the  Breaft  *  but  this  Child  has 
no  Wound  by  CV unction  ;  tis  a  very  large  T)ila~ 
ceration,  or  rather  the  Babe  is  in  a  Manner  peaed , 
the  Wound  being  hollow  round  about  under  the 
Flelh,  Does  this  feem  to  quadrate  or  tally  with 
the  Mother's  Fancy  ? 

The  Cent u fan  red  and  blue,  with  the  Swelling, 
which  was  found  upon  the  Infant,  and  came  to 
Suppuration,  feems  to  Indicate,  as  if  during  the 
Pregnancy  the  Mother  had  received  a  Blow  ;  or 
that  the  Foetus  had  an  Abfcefs  in  that  Part.  For, 
cParey ,  lib.  ll.  has  very  well  obferved,  that  Chil¬ 
dren  in  liter o  are  not  exempted  from  Inifojl times, 
which  fometimes,  as  he  fays,  open  of  their  own 
accord,  and  even  cicatrize  by  the  only  Benefit  of 
Nature.  And  that  this  was,  in  Part,  the  Cafe  of 
this  Child,  the  Circumilance*>  feem  to  make  very 
evident, 


Sr.  W  i  n  i  f  r  £  d’s  W ell. 

Dr  If.  fhc  late  great  Naturalijl  Mr.  Boyl  ac- 

p.  1 1  o.  quaint  s  us,  that  a  mojt  ingenious  Why  pci  an 
had  dicers  times  informed  him,  when  being 
called  io  a  young  Lady,  he  found,  that  though 
jhe  complained  much,  yet  there  appeared  fo 
little  Cauje ,  either  in  her  Body ,  or  her 
Condition ,  to  guefs  that  (he  did  any  more  than 
fancy  hay  elf  pick ,  that  j  erupting  to  give  her 
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■  ,y  s  ■ , 

c Thyfickj  he  perfwaded  her  Friends  rather  to 
divert  her  Mind  by  little  Jour  me  s  of  Flea- 
fare  :  In  one  of  which ,  going  to  St.  Wini¬ 
fred' j  Weil,  this  Ladyy  who  was  a  Catho- 
lick,  and  devout  in  her  Religion ,  and  a 
pretty  while  in  the  Water ,  to  perjorm  feme 
Devotions ,  and  had  Occajion  to  fix  her  Eyes 
very  attentively  upon  the  red  Pebble-ftones, 
which  in  a  fcattered  Order  made  up  a  good 
Fart  of  thofe  that  appeared  through  the 
Water ,  and  a  While  after  growing  big,  Jhe 
was  delivered  of  a  Child ,  whefe  white  Skin 
was  copioujly  fipeckled  with  Spots  of  the 
Colour  and  Bignefs  of  thofe  Stones  \  and  though 
now  this  Child  had  lived  already  fever  al  Tears , 
yet  does  he  fill  retain  them. 

Jlnfi  Abundance  of  Words  for  a  few  Freckles 
lithe  Boy  had  about  his  Body  ! 

This  Story  goes  through  fo  many  Hands,  that 
it  does  hardly  deferve  to  be  minded  :  Mr.  Boyly 
1;  whofe  CuHom  was  to  fet  down  in  Writing,  any 
"Thing  remarkable,  which  he  heard  in  Converfa- 
jjtion,  without  examining  throughly  whether  it  was 
('true  or  falfe  :  Mr.  Boyl,  I  fay,  has  it  from  the 

iPhyfician,  who  heard  it  from  the  Gentlewoman, 
who  being  a  Romanifi ,  was  no  doubt  exceedingly 
pleafed,  that  St.  Winifred  (as  hie  thought)  had 
(8 honoured  her  Child  with  her  Livery,  and  confe- 
jquently  received  it  into  her  Protection  y  though  I 

I  find  (not  withffanding  the  Affertion  to  the  contrary) 
that  fhe  minded  the  Pebble  Hones,  more  than  her 
Prayers  to  the  Saint. 

But  what  is  Ludicrous  in  this  formal  Story,  is 
that  the  Gentlewoman  was  not  actually  with  Chi/fi 

Ivvhen  fhe  performed  her  Devotions,  and  had  Oc- 
c  a  lion  to  fix  her  Eyes  very  attentively  upon  the 

red 
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red  Pebble-Hones,  as  appears  by  the  following 
Words,  and  a  JVhile  after  growing  big  *  pray,  be 
fo  kind  to  tell  me  how  long  Imagination  does 
remain  in  its  full  Force  and  Vigour  ? 

This  makes  for  me,  that  the  Body  of  a  Child 
may  be  fpotted  without  Imagination ,  lince  in  this 
Woman,  the  earneil  and  fixt  Thoughts  of  the 
Stones  were  gone  out  of  her  Mind  a  long  Time 
before , 

Mr .  Boyle  impofed  upon  by 
an  Iris  h  Officer* 

Since  Mr.  Boyle's  Name  has  been  mentioned,  I 
beg  leave  to  make  this  fmall  Digrellion,  to  lhew 
how  far,  in  my  Opinion,  this  Gentleman's  good 
Nature  was  impofed  upon  by  an  Irijh  Officer, 
whole  Hair  is  reported  to  have  changed  Colour 
in  a  fhort  Time :  Thefe  arc  Mr.  Boyle' s  own 
Words  f. 

I  remember ,  that  being ,  four  or  fix  Tears  fince ,  in 
the  County  of  Cork,  there  was  an  Irilli  Captain ,  a 
Man  of  a  middle  Age  and  Stature ,  who  coming ,  with 
feme  of  his  Followers ,  to  render  himfelf  to  your  Unkle 
Broghill,  who  then  commanded  the  Englilh  Forces 
in  thofee  Farts*)  upon  a  ptib.lt  ck  Fr  offer  of  Far  don  to 
the  Iriili,  that  would  then  lay  down  their  Arms  > 
he  was  cafually ,  in  a  fufepicious  Flace ,  met  with  by 
a  Fatty  of  Englilh  and  intercepted ,  and  my  Brother 

being 


*  The  L'fful'nfi  bp  Experimental  Natural  'Philofebhy,  pag.  245. 
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p ting  then  dbfeiit  upon  a  Deftgn ,  he  was  fo  ap- 
prehenfive  of  being  put  to  Death  by  the  infer iour 
Officers  before  your  Unkle’s  Return ,  that  the  Anxiety 
of  Mind ,  quickly  changed  the  Colour  of  his  Hair 
after  a  particular  Manner  ;  of  which ,  I  being  then 
1  at  that  Cafle  of  your  tinkle  whereunto  he  was 
Wrought ,  had  quickly  Notice  given  me,  and  had  the 
I Cwiofity  to  examine  the  Captain ,  and  found  that 
\the  Hair  of  his  Head,  had  not,  as  in  the  In - 
\ fiances  I  had  met  with  in  Hijlories,  uniformly 
whanged  its  Colour  *  but  that  here  and  there  cer¬ 
tain  peculiar  Tufts,  and  Locks  of  it,  whofe  Bafes 
|  might  be  about  an  Inch  in  Diameter,  were  thus 
Suddenly  turned  white  all  over  :  The  Reft  of  his 
Hair,  of  which  you  know  the  Irifh  ufe  to  wear  good 
Store,  retaining  its  former  reddifh  Colour. 

I  wifh  this  honourable  Gentleman  had  been  fo 
t;  kind  as  to  tell  us,  what  Proofs  he  had  of  that  fud- 
\den  Change,  belides  the  bare  Word  of  a  Stran- 
'ger,  and  of  his  Men,  who  had  in  View  to  fare 
ihis  Life  :  What  Affurance  had  Mr.  Boyle  that 
ithefe  few  Tufts  and  Locks,  about  the  Diameter 
| of  an  Inch,  were  of  another  Colour  before  the 
Captain  was  apprehended  ? 

I  remember  a  School-Fellow  of  mine,  who  had 
from  his  Birth,  a  large  Lock  of  white  Hair .  I 
(read  alio  in  I  ho  :  Bartholin,  *  that  a  Lad  of  his 

Neigh- 


*  Rufiici  nojh’atis  ji(>us  Crines  vanos  aprimis  incunabulis  in 
capite  ulit7  una  parte  nigros,  alhos  altera  capitis  paite*  Mains 
id  Culpa  evenijje  Confejjime  ejufdem  Credtmus ,  fatetur  quifpe  ill 
cum  uterum  gereret ,  Sac cu him  Carborum  unci  capitis  parte  ex~ 
cepijje  /*,  et  exinde  frequenti  Hu  jus  ret  Imaginations  vexatam, 
Crines  ipfos  ex  utroqne  Capitis  laters  refrfjbs  Jlrvo ,  Curds  e&s 
rmgflf'are  paraius,  kCi  Med.  iC'jy  Olf  I. 


C  So  ) 

Neighbourhood  was  naturally  Grey  on  one  Side 
of  his  Head,  and  he  had  been  fo  all  over ,  if  un¬ 
luckily  the  Mother  in  her  Pregnancy  had  not  car¬ 
ried  a  Sack  of  Coals ,  which  affecting  her  hnagina - 
tion9  made  that  Part  of  the  Hair  to  be  Black .  To 

frove  the  Truth  of  this,  c Tho .  Bartholin  had  fome 
iOcks  of  the  Hair,  ready  to  produce  to  any 
Body.  I  am  pleafed  with  Bartholin' s  fair  Deal¬ 
ing  ;  for  an  Impoltor,  to  make  the  Cafe  more  won¬ 
derful,  had  changed  the  Blacky  a  Colour  not  fo 
extraordinary  in  Children,  into  Whitey  by  the 
Help  of  a  Sack  of  Meal. 

As  for  the  Irifb  Captain,  it  was  certainly  no 
bad  Policy,  in  the  dangerous  and  preffing  Circum- 
ftances  he  was  in,  to  deceive  fuch  a  merciful  and 
tender-hearted  Gentleman  as  Mr.  Boyle ,  who  at 
that  Time  was  very  young,  and  the  only  Perfon, 
in  his  Brother s  Caftle,  fit  to  inter pofe  in  Favour 
of  the  Prifoner,  and  to  flop  the  Fury  of  the  Sol¬ 
diers,  during  the  Abfence  of  the  Governour. 


Dolus  aut ' virtus ,  Qjlis  in  hojle  re  quit  it  ? 

Befides,  the  Improbability  of  this,  and  of  all 
other  fuch  Stories,  appears  from  the  Nature  of  the 
Hairs. 

They  depend  fo  little  on  Lile,  and  confequently 
on  Fancy  and  Imagination ,  that  they  grow,  even 
upon  dead  Bodies. 

They  have  each  of  them  a  round  bulbous  R  oot, 
which  lies  pretty  deep  in  the  Skin,  and  which 
draws  Nourifliment  from  the  furrounding  Hu¬ 
mours.  If  they  are  carefully  examined  by  a  Mi - 
crofcopey  ’tis  obferved,  that  one  fingle  Hair  does 
conlift  of  five  or  fix  others  wrapt  up  in  a  common 
Cafe,  or  Tegument. 


m 
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They  are  of  a  horny  Subftance,  which  fhooting 
from  the  Root,  does  thrall  direCtly  forward  the 
next  Part,  which  is  immediately  above  it,  without 
any  Increafe  or  Diminution,  till  they  drop  off, 
there  being  no  Liquor  running  in  proper  Channels, 
as  in  Plants,  to  facilitate  their  Growth. 

So  that,  except  the  Hairs  of  the  Irijh  Officer 
could  have  Ihed,  and  grown  again  in  a  few  Hours, 
I  don't  fee,  how  it  was  poffible  to  alter  the  Colour 
of  thofe,  which  were  actually  in  Being. 

Dr.  'Turner  has  made  three  or  four  Objections, 
which  I  will  anfwer  as  well  as  I  can ;  for,  tho'  they 
be  very  clearly  worded,  yet  the  Application  is 
intricate  and  unintelligible. 

I.  If  the  Hairs  project  not  from  their  Extremities , 
hew  do  they  Divaricate  oftentimes  at  fuch  Extreme - 
ties  ?  pag.  1 12.  The  common  covering  being 
broke,  by  Drinefs  or  fome  other  Accident,  difeo- 
vers  the  Hairs  which  are  inclofed,  and  is  the  Caufe 
of  that  feeming  Divarication. 

a.  Why  may  not  fuch  Alteration  happen  inftantly, 
upon  extraordinary  Occafons ,  which  comes  to  pafs, 
more  gradually,  or  by  Length  of  Time  ?  pag.  122* 
I  don't  underftand  the  Strength  of  an  Argument 
which  is  a  Minori  ad  Majus . 


3.  If  they  are  incapable  of  conveying  any  Juice 
for  their  Nutrition ,  which  Way  mujt  we  account  for 
the  Difeafe  oj  thefe  'Tarts ,  which  we  call  the  Plica? 
p .  123.  That  Diilemper,  which  neither  Dr.  Turn 
er ,  nor  I  underftand,  was  formerly  very  common 
in  T  eland  and  that  Neighbourhood, 

o  1 


The  Defcription,  \ve  have  of  it  in  Books,  is  that 
the  Hairs,  not  only  of  the  Head,  but  of  other 

M  Parts 
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Parts  of  the  Body,  grew  to  an  exceffive  Length,  * 
and  twilled  one  with  another  ;  Their  Roots  were 
covered  with  Scabs  and  Ulcers,  and  full  of  Ver¬ 
min.  If  they  were  cut  off,  a  Blindnefs,  or  other 
bad  Symptoms  did  generally  follow  ;  in  fhort,  the 
Virus  was  fo  malignant,  that  the  Patient  endured 
exquifite  Pains  in  his  Limbs^  and  even  grew  crook¬ 
ed,  and.  deformed,  by  the  Caries  of  the  Bones, 
and  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Articulations.  In  this, 
lamentable  Cafe,  is  it  furpriling,  that  the  Root  of 
the  Blairs  being  altered  by  a  general  Infection, 
they  appeared  in  a  different  Shape  than  ufual  ? 

4.  I  have  often  heard  of  Hairs \  fan  ding  on  Endy 
and,  being  once  within  hearing  of  a  fudden  Shriek 
of  a  young  Lad  frightened  by  a  Sham  Apparition, 

1  ran  down  to  the  Vault ,  and  perceived  the  poor 
Boy’s  Hatrs ,  on  the  Crown  of  his  Head ,  ere  hi 
like  BriMes,  though  at  other  furies  a  lank  fcft 
Hair.  As  this  Phenomenon  was  in  all  Likelihood 
the  EffeB  if  the  fudden  ConjtriBion  of  the  Bores  at 
their  Roots  or  Bulb ,  fo  poffibly  had  the  fame 
continued  longer ,  by  intercepting  the  Supply  of  radi¬ 
cal  Mojlurey  their  Colour  alfo ,  as  well  as  Boftion , 
might  harce  fuff  end fome  Change %  pag.  124. 

I  perceive  Dr.  Turner  by  his  y  poffibly  had  the 
fame  continued  longer S]  Does  think  fit  to  argue 
from  Suppofitions  :  But  if  the  a  Baal  Separation  of. 
the  Hairs  from  the  Roots,  and  confequently  from 
the  total  Supply  of  radical  Moifture,  is  not 
able  to  make  any  fudden  Change  in  their  Colour, 
what  can  be  expeded  from  the  fudden  ConftriCtion 
of  the  Pores  at  their  Bulb  ? 

I  beg  Dr.  Turner’s  Pardon,  if  I  fay,  that  the 
Hairs  Handing  om  End,  does  not  proceed  from 
the  fudden  ConjiriBion  of  the  Pores,  at  their  Roots, 
but  from  a  ffrong  and  convulfive  Contraction  of 

the 
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ithe  mufcular  Fibres  of  the  Scalp,  which  bringing 
the  Flairs  very  clofe  to  one  another,  and  altering 
the  Pofition  of  the  Balis,  is  able  to  raife  up,  in  a 
Lump,  their  whole  Body. 

Dr.  Turner,  by  the  Weaknefs  of  thefe  Objecti¬ 
ons,  looks  as  if  he  was  retreating,  or  if  he  acted 
as  a  Governour,  who,  knowing  his  Incapacity  of 
Folding  the  Place,  is  willing,  for  Reputation  Sake, 
to  give  and  receive  a  few  Guns,  before  he  lurrenders 
I  at  Difcretion. 


Sir  Kenelm  Digbys  Patch; 

|  Dr.  T.  There  was  a  Lady ,  a  Kwfwoman  of  mine 
,p.  ico.  (fays  the  Author  Sir  Kenelfn)  who  ufed  much 
to  wear  black  Patches  upon  her  Face , 
( a  Fajhion  among  young  Women,)  which  I 
to  put  her  from,  ufed  to  tell  her  in  j  eft,  that  the 
next  Child  jhe  Jhould  go  with ,  whilji  the 
Solicitude  and  Care  of  thofe  Watches  were  fo 
jlrong  in  her  Fancy,  jhould  come  into  the 
World  with  a  great  black  Spot  in  the  Micji 
of  its  Forehead  :  and  the  Apprehenjion  was 
Jo  lively  in  her  Imagination ,  at  the  Time 
jhe  proved  with  Child,  that  her  Daughter 
was  horn  marked  juft  as  the  Mother  had 
fancied,  which  there  are  at  Hand  Witnefjes 
enough  to  confifm,  hut  none  more  pregnant 
than  the  young  Lady  her  felj,  upon  whom  the 
Mark  is  yet  remaining . 

Anf.  Whoever  reads  Sir  Kenelm’s  Book  of  Bo¬ 
dies,  and  the  ftrange  and  furprihng  Account  he  does 
gravely  deliver  of  the  wonderful  Virtues  of  his 
Powder  of  Sympathy,  will  find  him  fuch  a  merry 

M  %  '  Gentler 
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Gentleman,  that  'tis  very  difficult  to  know,  when 
he  fpeaks  in  Jeft,  or  in  Earnejt . 

£,  We  hear  of  no  fuch  Accidents  in  our  Days,  tho> 
the  Solicitude  and  Care  about  thefe  Ornaments  be 
rather  increafed  than  diminifhed. 

Sir  Kenelm  was  iomewhat  too  fliff,  in  cenfuring 
his  Coufin's  Submiffion  to  the  Cuftom  and  Humour 
of  the  Time  ;  but  if  he  would  demonftrate  the 
Truth  of  his  Admonition,  had  it  not  been  fufficient 
to  dired the  black  Spot  to  a  Place  not  fo  much  in 
View,  td4n  the  Forehead  ? 

His  Kinfwoman  was  a  very  indolent  Mother,  to 
fuffer  patiently  fuch  a  Wizard  to  fpoil  the 
Beauty  of  her  Child.  Shefhould  have  commanded 
him  peremptorily  to  remove  forthwith  the  Watch 
from  her  Daughter's  Face,  and  in  Cafe  of  Difo- 
bedience  and  Obftinacy,  profecuted  him  immedi¬ 
ately,  without  Pity  and  Mercy  for  Witchcraft ,  of 
which  there  were  much  itronger  Proofs,  than  of  the 
Mother's  Imagination . 

I  Fancy  Sir  Kenelm  at  the  Bar,  and  the  Counfel 
for  the  Profecutrix  ( mutatis  mutandis)  making 
Ufe  of  Dr.  Turner's  Arguments.  Defen.  p.  73. 

a  If  impartial  Witnelies  have  heard  the  Prifo- 
u  ner  at  the  Bar  threatning  his  Kinfwoman,  that 
a  her  next  Child  fliould  have  a  great  black  Spot  in 
a  the  middle  of  the  Forehead ,  and  if  we  fee  the 
a  Child  marked  juil  as  the  Prifoner  had  de- 
a  dared. 

u  It  we  fee  the  Prifoner  *  very  bufy  at  his 
a  Furnace  and  Calcining  human  Excrements,  to 
punifh,  as  he  pretends,  the  Fellows  who  lay 
a  their  Dirt  at  his  Door,  and  forne  time  after 
a  thefe  People  are  troubled  with  a  Pain  in  the 
“  Bowels. 

“  If 


*  Dig  by  V  Boo\  rj  Bodies. 


w  If  we  fee  the  Prifoner  applying  his  Magkk 
a  Powder  to  a  bloody  Linnen,  and  putting  it  al- 
a  ternatively  either  before  a  great  l  ire,  or  into  a 
u  Bafon  of  cold  Water,  and  if  we  hear  the  Perfon 
u  the  Blood  did  belong  to,  has  had  a  Burning 
u  Heat,  and  felt  afterwards  a  great  Cooineis  in 
u  the  Wound,  though  we  confels  to  be  ignorant 
<c  how  this  is  done,  for  we  are  no  Conjurers ,  ftiali 
u  we  not  conclude,  that  the  Prifoner  does  perform 
all  this  by  the  Black  Art  ? 

I  make  no  Doubt,  the  Prifoner  had  pleaded  the 
Strength  of  the  Mother’s  Imagination ,  but  in  vain ; 
for  the  Counfel  againlt  him  had  anfwered,  that  the 
Plea  of  Imagination  was  only  a  Suppo/ition  no 
Body  could  Iwear  to,  nor  even  the  Profecutrix 
her  iclf,  and  that  the  Jurymen  mu  it  go  by  the  E- 
vidence  given  at  the  Bar  :  In  iliort,  I  am  apt  to 
believe  Sir  Kenelm  had  been  reduced  to  the  Ne-\ 
ceffity  oi  owning  himfelf  Splendide  M  e  n  d  a 
and  that  he  uled  to  make,  according  to  the  Pro¬ 
verb,  oj  a  Moley  an  Elephant. 

Now  I  am  gone  through  Dr.  Turner's  Twelfth 
Chapter,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Imagination  of 
Pregnant  Women  *,  but  what  Value  is  to  be  put 
upon  fuch  Proofs,  I  fubmit  entirely  to  impartial 
Judges. 

C  H  A  P,  VI. 

Jacob's  Policy  confidered , 

^Tjp  Here's  remaining  Hill  to  be  anfwered,  an  Ob- 
jL  jedlion  of  a  particular  Nature,  which,  out  of 
Decency,  I  thought  fit  to  feparate  from  the  Heeds 
and  Trumpery  of  Dr.  Turner and  other  Authors. 

I  am 
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I  am  fallible,  that  a  c Vhyfician  is  out  of  his 
^Province,  when  he  fets  up  for  an  Interpreter  of  the 
Bible:  But  in  this  Cafe,  I  hope  to  be  excufed, 
lince  what  I  do  is  not  out  of  Choice,  but  of  ab- 
folute  Neceflity.  The  following  Difficulty  being 
in  my  Way,  I  muff  either  remove  it,  or  be  con¬ 
demned  immediately  without  Hearing, 

•’Tis  taken  from  Jacob's  placing  Rods  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Colour  before  the  Cattle. 

Gen,  xxx.  38,  39. 

And  he  fet  the  Rods,  which  he  had  filled ,  be¬ 
fore  the  Flocks  in  the  Gutters  in  the  Water-troughs , 
when  the  Flocks  came  to  drink ,  that  they  jhould  con¬ 
ceive  when  they  came  to  drink . 

And  the  Flocks  conceived  before  the  Rods ,  and 
brought  forth  Cattel  ring-ftraked ,  freckled,  and 
fpotted . 

The  common  Interpretation  of  this  Text  is,  that 
the  Colour  of  the  Rods  did  fo  much  affedt  the  Ima* 
gination  of  the  Cattle,  that  the  Ewes,  upon  that 
Account  only,  brought  forth  Lambs  Ring-flraked. 

This,  at  firfl  View,  appears  to  be  an  invincible 
Argument  againft  my  Hypothecs ;  and  being  feem- 
ingly  grounded  on  Scripture ,  for  which  we  ought 
to  have  the  greatelt  Refpedf,  may  impofe  upon 
the  Readers  ;  but  I  hope  to  convince  them,  that 
the  true  Senfe  of  that  Place  is  not  fo  favourable  to 
the  Imaginationijis,  as  they  pretend. 

I.  We  have  no  Books  to  inform  us  of  the 
current  Opinion  upon  this  Subjedt,  in  Jacob's 
Time,  and  confequently,  who  can  tell  politively, 
that  the  Motives,  the  cPalriarch  had  in  letting  up 
the  Rods,  were  the  Confequense  of  the  very  lame 

Notion, 
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Notion,  which  is  now  received,  efpecially,  if 
fome  other,  more  agreeable  to  Reafon  ana  Scripture, 

can  be  propofed? 

II.  Moil  Divines  are  of  Opinion,  that  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  Providence  did  interpofe  in  Favour  of 
Jacob  •  if  that  be  the  Cafe,  as  there's  no  room  to 
doubt  of  it,  I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  by  every 
Body,  that  Miracles  are  not  fit  to  be  pleaded, 
to  account  for  Accidents  of  Nature. 

III.  In  feveral  Places  of  this  Hiftory,  the  com¬ 
mon  Tranflation  is  very  intricate,  Gen .  30.  38. 
He  fet  the  Rods  in  the  Water-troughs ,  when  the  Flocks 
came  to  drink ,  that  they  Jhould  conceive,  when 
they  came  to  drink  ;  as  if  Drinking ,  in  Sight  of 
the  Rods ,  was  a  Caufe  fufficient  to  make  the  Cattel 
conceive . 

The  fame  Obfcurity  is  in  Gen .  31.  10.  where 
Conception  fee  ms  to  be  reprefented  as  Antecedent 
to  Coition . 

IV.  The  Original  is  capable  of  receiving  another 
£enfe,  which  is  much  clearer.  1.  mrt,  the  only 
proper  Hebrew  Word  relating  to  Conception  is  not 
here.  a.  Q"P  which  is  ulcd,  does  fignify  to 
grow  hot ,  Incalefcere  *,  and  being  taken  metaphori¬ 
cally,  Coitum  appetere ,  to  Rut ,  which  Paffion  does 
preceed  Coition  and  Conception. 

So  that  the  Text  may  be  thus  rendered.  Gen.  30. 
38, 39 ■  And  he  fet  the  Rods ,  which  he  had  pil¬ 
led  before  the  Flocks ,  in  the  Gutters ,  in  the  Troughs 
of  Water ,  and  they  were  Rutting  when  they  came 
to  drink ,  and  the  Flocks  grew  hot  by  the  Rods . 
—  Gen.  31.  10.  At  the  Time  that  the  Cattel  were 

Rut- 
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Ratting,  I  lifted  up  mine  Eyes  and  faw  in  a 
Dream ,  and  behold  the  Rams  which  leaped  upon 
the  Cattel  were  ring- f  raked ,  & c.  I  omit  feveral 
other  Places  where  the  Word  Rutting  Aiouid  be, 
inftead  of  Conceiving. 

V,  The  Angel  makes  a  plain  and  clear  Decla¬ 
ration  of  the  Means,  God  Almighty  had  chofen 
in  Favour  of  J  a  c  o  b.  Gen.  31.  11,  12.  The  An* 

gel  of  God  fpake  unto  me  — - All  the  Rams , 

which  leap — are  ring-ltraked,  for  I  have  feen  all , 
that  Laban  dceth  unto  thee. 

Upon  this  I  defire  the  Reader  to  obferve,  that 
there  is  no  Mention  of  the  Rods ,  nor  of  their  pre¬ 
tended  Virtue  upon  the  Imagination  of  the  Ewes. 

Pray,  take  Notice,  alfo,  that  the  Angel,  to  ex- 
prefs  the  Delign  of  Providence,  does  not  think  fit 
to  fay,  The  Lambs  which  are  to  be  brought  forth , 
fjall  be  ring  fir  aked  :  But  pointing  directly  at  the 
Caufe ,  he  declares,  that  All  the  Rams  which 
leap  upon  the  Cattel  are  r i n g-s traked.  Is  not 
this  a  plain  Indication,  that  the  Colour  of  the 
leaping  Rams  was  to  be  the  Cat  fa  proxima  ct  Effe¬ 
ct  ens  of  the  Colour  of  the  Lambs  ?  Tis  fo  natural 
for  the  Breed  to  partake  of  the  Colour  of  the 
Males,  that  Jacob  could  draw  no  other  Coniequence 
from  thofe  Words. 

The  Expreffion  All  is  very  remarkable.  All 
the  Rams  which  leap  are  ring-st raked.  As  if 
Jacob's  party  Coloured  B^ams  had  received  more 
than  an  ordinary  Impetus ,  whilft  thofe  of  Laban 
were  languid ,  and  flruck  with  Impotency.  This 
feems  to  be  intimated  by  there  Words,  Gen.  30.42. 
The  f  eebler  were  LabanL,  and  the  Jlronger  Jacob  V. 

I  own,  this  Revelation  is  communicated  in  a 
Dream ,  but,  if  we  don’t  allow  it  to  be  by  God’s 
Order  and  Appointment,  ’tis  entirely  overthrow- 
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ing  the  whole  Hiilory  of  Jacob,  and  making 
the  feveral  Yifions,  upon  which  he  feems  to  ground 
all  his  Hopes,  to  be  nothing  elfe  but  Suppofitions* 


YI.  As  for  the  Rods ,  they  are  of  yacob’s  own 
Invention,  without  any  Encouragement  from  a- 
bove,  or  Promife  of  Bleffing,  and  he  might  be 
miftaken  in  the  Effedl  he  expedted  from  them  j 
however,  like  a  prudent  Man,  he  thought  fit  to 
make  Ufe  of  human  Means,  fuhferoient  to  the 
Caufa  dP'roxima,  which  had  been  revealed  to  him. 

The  Angel  tells  Jacob  that  the  Encreale  of  his 
Cattel  does  depend  on  the  fpeckled  Rams  cover¬ 
ing  the  Ewes  ;  and  what  has  he  to  do,  but,  in  Q- 
bedience  and  Submiffion  to  divine  Providence,  to 
promote  their  ConjunSfion  ?  'Tis  with  no  other 
Yiewr,  that  Jacob  makes  Ufe  of  this  Policy. 


i.  The  Ewes  being  furrounded  with  white ,  or 
fuch  Flocks,  the  pilled  Rods  were  very  proper 
to  familiarife  them  with  the  Speckled  Colour,  which, 
after  the  Execution  of  the  Treaty,  might  appear 
ftrange  and  frightful  to  them,  as  much  as  the  Sight 
of  a  Beall  of  Prey. 


2.  I  take  alfo  the  Rods  to  have  been  a  hi  it  rum 
to  decoy,  and  entice  the  Ewes  towards  the  fpeckled 
Rams,  in  Oppofition  to  thofe  which  were  White , 
for,  the  Pieamre  of  Drinking  Water  in  that  hot 
Country,  was  fo  much  joined  with  the  Remem¬ 
brance  of  the  Rods ,  or  or  the  coloured  Rams,  that 
both  of  them  came  to  be  in  a  Manner  infeparable. 

I  fay  the  Pleafurc  of  Drinking  was  joined  with 
the  Remembrance  of  the  coloured  Rams,  for  there 
is  no  Abfurdity  in  fuppofing,  that  the  Rods  were, 
like  a  Mofaick  Work ,  fo  cut  and  intermixed  as  to 
reprefent  roughly  the  Effigies  of  fpeckled  Rams  ; 

N  and 
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and  is  it  not  by  fuch  a  Method  that  Animals  are 
drawn  in,  or  frighted  away  ?  _ 

Whatsoever  the  Cafe  was/tis  likely,  that  the  Ewes 
being  for  a  long  Time,  ufed  to  drink  in  the  Sight 
of  the  Rods,  were  eagerly  moved  at  the  Appearance 
of  an  Objedt  of  the  fame  Colour,  and  confequently 
prompted  to  run  towards  the  fpeckled  Rams  rather 
than  to  the  others.  . 

'I  :  ■  -;t''  .  ■  .  .  .  r  i  % 
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3.  There  is  another  Ufe  of  the  Rods,  Jacob 
might  purpofe  to  himfelf,  viz.  to  communicate  to 
the  Waters,  into  which  they  were  deeped,  an  A- 
fipngent  Quality,  and  thereby  ftrengthen  the  Uterus , 
and  prevent  the  Ewes  from  calling  the  young  ones. 
This  appears  very  probable,  from  Gen .  7.  30. 
for  when  the  Cattcl  were  languid ,  and  not  in  a 
Capacity  of  Bearing,  then  Jacob  did  not  think  ft 
to  put  the  Rods  into  the  Waters. 

VII.  A  great  Difficulty  prefents  it  felf,  which 
fome  People  believe  to  be  unanfwerahle,  viz . 
Whence  came  theje  fpeckled  Rams ,  were  not  all 
thofe  of  that  Colour  in  the  Cujlody  of  Laban V  Sons, 
and  at  the  Diftance  of  three  Days  Journey  ?  To 
which  I  atifwcr, 

t.  That  Objeftion  feems  to  give  the  Lye  to  the 
Angel,  for  if  it  was  impodible,  that  fpeckled  Rams 
fhould  be  in  the  Way  to  cover  the  Ewes,  what 
does  the  Angel  mean,  when  he  fays  to  Jacob  Gen. 
31.  12.  See  all  the  Rams  which  leap  are  fpeckled  ? 
Does  the  Angel  equivocate,  or  is  the  Patriarch 
invited  to  gaze  upon  an  Ens  Rationisy  which  is 
neither  in  Being,  nor  can  ever  be? 

We  have  the  Hi  dory  ot  Seven  Years  in  few 
Words,  and  without  Particulars.  The  Increafeof 
Jacob's  Stock  .was  brought  about  by  Degrees,  and  • 
from  a  Umll  Beginning.  ^  3,  That 
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3* *  That  Beginning,  no  Doubt,  came  by  feme 
Ewes,  which,  at  the  Treaty  of  f 'Partition ,  were 
i  left  big  with  Lambs  by  fpeckled  Rams,  which 
j  Lambs  being  Speckled^  and  of  the  Colour  of  the 

i  Males,  were  by  Agreement  devolved  to  Jacob , 

ii  as  his  Property. 

4.  There  are  at  leaf:  as  many  Males  born,  as  Fe- 
:i  males,  and  the  Cattel  in  that  hot  Country,  coming 
i  to  Maturity  in  a  much  fhorter  Time,  than  in  our 

Northern  Climates,  efpecially  when  a  particular 
j  Providence  promoted  it,  thefe  young  Rams  were 
foon  ready  to  anfwer  the  End  of  Jacoby 

5.  After  all,  to  accomplilh  this  Deiign,  from  the 
firfl  Time  to  the  laft,  very  few  Rams  were  necefo 
fary,  iince  I  am  told,  that  only  one  Hundred 
Rams  is  a  Efficient  Number  for  five  Thoufand  Ewes. 

VIII.  Dr.  burner  has  fpent  above  four  Pages  * 
in  declaiming  again#  my  Interpretation  ;  I  am 
not  at  Leifure  to  anfwer  him,  however  I  will 
honour  him  fo  far,  as  to  take  Notice  of  the  very 
be#  of  his  Remarks.  You  are  very  angry ,  fays  he, 

with  the  Tranflators  who -  were  guided  more 

by  ^Prejudice ,  that  is ,  too  much  in  love  with  their 
*wn ,  at  leaji  their  Wives  Fancies ,  than  by  the  O- 

riginal . - — Surely  fuch  a  Text  a  ary  has  been  fel- 

dom  met  with  — — —  Eureka  !  Eureka  !;  what  a 
iVonder  has  been  concealed  from  us ,  till;  this  maferly 

Conf  ruction  was  found  cut  ? - — 

If  the  Ewes  conceived  thefe  ring-ltraked  Cattel  by 
looking  f  on  the  fpeckled  Rams ,  is  it  not  the  fame 

N  %  m 
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*  Defence  from  pag.  126* 

1  Dr.  Turner  is-  in  a  Dreamy  l  tu.vcr  fj?oke  of  Looking 
on,  but  of  Copulation. 
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in  R  efpetf  of  their  Imagination ,  as  if  they  had  be¬ 


held  the  fparkled  Rods  ? 


What  pitiful ,  I 


cannot  fay  fplitting  but  fpoiling  of  a  Text  is  here  ! 
— — —  You  are  ready  to  blefs  your  felf  at  the 

lucky  Invention .  - Some  oj  [jour  Opponents]] 

1  can  tell  you ,  to  fave  your  Longing,  have  laughed 
heartily,  and  thought  that  the  bejh  Dr.  Turner ,  and 
all  his  F  riends  are  very  welcome.  Ride,  SiSapis. 


IX.  After  all,  where  is  the  Neceffity  of  making 
fo  many  Words,  when  the  Cafe  may  be  decided 
by  the  great,  and  infallible  Tribunal  of  Experi¬ 
ence. 

Let  Dr.  Turner  endeavour  by  pilled  Rods, 
Pi&ures,  Frights,  or  otherwife,  to  have  a  Breed 
of  Cattel  different  in  Colour  from  the  Males  and 
Females  they  come  from,  or  to  change  the  Fleece 
of  the  Lambs  in  Utero  at  his  Will  and  Pleaiure, 
from  Black  into  White ,  or  from  White  into  Blacky 
then  it  he  has  any  Succefs;  then,  (and  not  belore) 
I  will  be  ready  to  own  him  in  the  Right  and  my 
felf  in  the  wrong. 

Oppianus  a  celebrated  Poet  of  the  third 
Century,  in  his  Book  upon  Hunting ,  dedicated  to 
the  Emperour  Car  ac  all  a  gives  us,  in  very 
pompous  Words,  a  Receipt  for  a  Breed  of  fine 
Hones. 

The  My  fiery  does  confiff  in  expofing,  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  Time,  to  the  Sight  of  the  Mare,  a  Stallion  a- 
dorned  with  the  fame  Marks,  as  you  wifh  to  be  in 
the  Foal,  and  then  giving  the  Stallion  and  the 
Mare  Liberty  to  come  together,  the  Poet  promifes 
you  an  undoubted  Succefs. 

I  thought  fit  upon  this,  to  Advife  with  Per- 
fons,  that  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Practice 
of  thofe  Things,  but  I  was  told,  that  (beffdes  pro¬ 
per  Food)  the  only  Arcanum  they  knew,  was  to 

make 
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make  Choice  of  a  Horfe  very  ftrong,  well  fhaped, 
and  of  a  due  Age,  and  alfo  of  a  Mare  anfwerable 
to  the  fame  Char  afters,  and  that  whatever  was 
faid  about  the  Efficacy  of  Piftures,  was  nothing 
clfe  but  Delufion. 


Conclusion  relating  to 

Experience, 


"Tis  Time  to  conclude  this  long  Article  relating 
to  Experience  by  a  Ihort  Recapitulation  of  what  I 
have  faid, 

i.  I  defire  the  Readers  to  remember  that  the 
Imdginationijh  never  had  any  fettled  Principles,  and 
that,  their  Hypothefis  has  changed  from  Time  to 
Time,  according  to  their  Humour  and  Fancy, 
appearing  in  the  World  under  different  and  con¬ 
trary  Shapes,  every  one  pretended  to  be  fa¬ 
voured  by  Experience ,  and  going,  like  a  Whirl¬ 
wind,  through  all  the  Points  of  the  Compafs. 


a.  *Tis  acknowledged  by  every  Body,  that  b 
magination  is  very  often  barren,  and  that  even  the 
flerceft  Paffions  have  not  been  followed  by  any  ill 

Accident, 

3.  *Tis  certain  by  Experience,  that  fevcral  Marks, 
and  Deformities  are  Exifcent  upon  the  Body  of 
the  Foetus^  without  any  previous  Imagination  of 
the  Mother,  and  that  confequently  they  muff  pro¬ 
ceed  from  another  Caufe, 


7 


4,  I  haw 
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4*  1  have  Ihewn,  that  the  TeRimonies,  which 
are  produced  for  the  Strength  of  Imagination , 
are  dubious,  or  falfe,  or  not  to  the  Purpofe. 

5.  There  are  fo  many  Odds  again#  Imagina¬ 
tion ,  that  the  Cafes  related  in  its  Favour  can  never 
over-ballance  thofe,  which  are  again#  it. 

6.  Laftly,  they  may  be  compared  to  an  accidental 
Hit  of  a  Dream,  or  the  Predictions  of  a  Fortune¬ 
teller,  which,  now  and  then,  are  accomplifhed  *  or 
they  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  Luck  of  a  Painter, 
who  throwing,  in  Anger  and  Paffion,  his  Pencil 
at  the  Horfe  he  was  a  drawing,  was  convinced  that 
Hazard  may  go  fometimes  beyond  Skill  and  In- 
duftry. 

I  hope,  if  all  this  be  well  confidered,  the  Read¬ 
ers  will  conclude,  that  Experience  is  again#  the 

Imaginationijrs . 
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'  *  •  1 

R  £  a  s  o  isr  and  Anato  m  y} 
againft  the  current  Opinion. 

I  hope,  I  have  entirely  beat  the  Irnaginationijis 
Out  of  their  Entrenchments  of  Experience. 

Now  I  come  to  Drew  both  by  Rea/on  and  Ana- 
foray,  that  Children  cannot  be  marked  by  Virtue 
of  the  Mother's  Fancy  ;  in  all  which  I  will  take 
Care,  to  alfert  nothing  but  what  is  certain,  and 
evident. 

\  .  ,  #  •  •  • 

I.  Con* 


i 


fi  Conception ,  by  the  Providence  of  God,  is  in- 
dependant  on  the  Mother's  Will  and  Pleafure. 
How  many  virtuous  Women  are  defirous  to  have 

(Children,  and  yet  their  Vows  prove  unfuccefsful  ? 
whilil  fome  others  not  only  conceive ,  contrary  to 
their  Wifhes,  but  go  their  full  Time,  in  fpite  of 
feveral  Preparations,  which  they  are  fo  wicked  to 
take  designedly  to  deftroy  the  Foetus. 

The  Nutrition,  and  Increcfe  of  the  Embrio  goe® 
on  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  whether  the 
Mother's  Inclination  be  for  it,  or  againft  it. 

'Tis  abfolutely  out  of  the  Mother’s  Power  to 
chufe  a  Boy  or  a  GT/,  to  have  one  or  two  Child-* 
ren  at  a  Birth,  to  caufe  the  Infant  to  be  fair  or 
i  black,  big  or  Small,  weak  or  Strong,  and  to  give  it 

I  her  Features,  or  the  Refemblance  of  the  Father. 

If  it  be  granted,  that  the  Mother,  by  the 
Strength  of  her  Imagination ,  cannot  promote,  nor 
prevent  Conception ,  how  can  any  Body  believe, 
without  reflecting  upon  the  Wifdom  of  God,  that 
it  is  left  to  her,  to  disfigure  the  Child,  and  to  Spoil 
!  the  regular  Work  of  Nature  ? 

•  '  \  ^ 

II.  The  common  Opinion  is,  that  a  determinate 

Thought  of  the  Mother  can  produce  a  determinate 
EffeCt  on  the  Foetus  )  but  is  it  not  ahfurd,  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Mother,  by  her  Imagination ,  has  a 
greater  Influence  over  the  Child,  than  upon  her  own 
Body  ? 

I  own  the  EffeCls  of  Imagination  are  very  con- 

Ifiderable.  Fancy  contributes  now  and  then  to 
the  Cure  of  Diftempers  }  a  favourable  Opinion  of 
the  Phyiician,  or  of  a  ^Remedy  is  very  ufefuL 
On  the  other  Hand,  Grief,  and  Trouble  of  Mind 
may  be  followed  by  a  Confumption,  Diffraction, 
Madnefs,  and  feveral  other  Accidents.  Violent 
Paffions  will  caufe  Con vul lions,  fhortnefs  of  Breath, 

Fevers, 
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Fevers,  Epilepfy,  Apoplexy,  and  even  Death  it 
felf  There  is  a  Story  of  a  Man,  who  being  con¬ 
demned  to  be  Beheaded,  and  having  laid  his  Head 
upon  the  Block,  in  Order  to  his  Execution,  died 
inftantly,  by  the  gentle  Stroke  of  a  wet  Cloth 
the  Executioner  was  ordered  to  ufe,  inftead  of  an 
Axe* 

But  who  will  believe,  that  the  Fear  of  the  Gout 
brings  that  Diftemper  ?  How  many  melancholy 
People  do  imagine  themfelves  to  be  lame,  or  to 
have  a  long  Nofe,  or  to  be  too  big  to  get  thro* 
a  Door  ?  And  yet,  for  all  their  Itrong  Fancy,  they 
receive  no  Alteration  in  the  Bulk  of  their  Body, 
nor  any  Diflocation  of  the  Bones. 

I  have  never  heard,  that  the  Fear  of  being  foot 
to  Death  has  ever  been  able  to  make  any  Wound 
in  the  Fiefo  *  that  the  Notion  of  being  run  thro* 
with  a  Sword,  has  ever  cut  the  Skin,  and  made 
any  Solutio  Continui ;  the  Fancy  of  being  made  of 
Glafk  does  not  in  the  leaft  iter  the  Nature  of 
the  Fiefo  nor  make  it  Fragil. 

Mr.  Boyle's  Irijb  Officer  might  have  longed,  a 
hundred  and  a  hundred  Times,  for  a  pair  of 
Wings  to  favour  his  Efcape,  or  for  a  fudden  Alter¬ 
ation  in  the  Colour  of  his  Hair,  to  move  Pity,  and 
Companion,  or  to  be  in  a  Difguife,  but  all  had 
been  in  vain,  and  without  any  Hope  of  Succefs. 

*Tis  reported  indeed,  that  the  Fear  of  the 
Blague,  or  of  the  Small-Box,  has  been  the  Occa¬ 
sion  of  thefe  Diftempers,  but  who  can  be  politive, 
that  they  were  not  got  by  Contagion  ?  Since  Ex¬ 
perience  foews,  that  many  who  have  had  a  violent 
Apprehenfion  of  them,  when  they  were  rife,  have 
efcaped  notwithftanding  ? 


*  Fancy 
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*  Fancy  does  not  caufe  the  Diftemptr ,  fays  FienUg? 
hut  the  Difemper  gives  Occa/ion  to  the  Fancy .  ^ 
t;  fr#$,  tor*  may  he  no  vifible  Symptoms  of  the  Indif 
|  poftion ,  though  it  is  already  begun ,  and  felt  by  the 
Patient,  who  complains  of  it  and  fears  it.  All  this 
While  he  is  not  thought  by  other  People  to  have  the 
Sicknefs ;  to  when  it  appears  outward ,  to/;  he  is 
reputed  to  have  got  it  by  the  Power  of  Imagi-* 
nation. 

If  the  Mother,  by  the  Strength  of  her  Fancy* 
cannot  make  any  Mark,  or  Signature  on  her  Body, 
if  the  cannot  change  the  Figure,  Scituation, 
Quantity,  and  Number  of  her  Limbs :  In  fiiort,- 
if  ihe  cannot  make  a  determinate  Alteration  in 
her  own  Body,  by  a  determinate  Imagination ,  Why 
;  fhould  we  believe,  that  fixe  is  able  to  do  it  in  the 
Child  ? 

It  is  faid  indeed,  that  the  Mother's  Body  is 
firong  and  hard,  and  capable  of  Refinance ;  and 
that  the  Foetus  is  like  foft  Wax,  which  does  cafily 
receive  any  Impreflion.  But  is  not  the  Mother  the 
nearefi:  to  "the  Impetus  ot  Imagination  I  And  don't 
we  find,  that  Things  that  are  foft  and  pliable,  are 

O  broke 


*  Quod  quidam  in  morbos  inciderint ,  quos  imagmati  fuenoit, 
faBum  frijf,  nm  quod  phantafia  ilium  morbum  f extrii  5  fed 
contra  f  quod  morbus  f  mit  phantafiam.,  Etemm  non  idea 
homines  morbum  acquirunt ,  quia  imagmantnr  je  eumhahe>e , 
fed  quia  eum  habent ,  Vil  jam  ejus  aliquod  principium  in  Je 
fentiunt ,  idea  Je  eum  habere  imafinantur ,  eumque  thnenty  & 
de  eo  conquer  untur.  Verum  quia  mterdum  morbus  tan  turn  in- 
cipit i  &>  adkuc  non  prods  fi  exterms  fymptomatibui9  unde 
homines  judicant  eos  non  <#grotare9  ideo9  pojtquam  jam  vtfr>'J 
eos  in  morhjim ,  de  quo  anted  juerant  conquefh ,  inc  ^ 
fit  ant  eos  ilium  per  vim  imaginatmis  cbntraxffi  Ftenus 

jiUipJi  9  2  0  s 
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broke  by  the  Violence  of  a  Storm,  with  a  much 
greater  Difficulty  than  thofe  that  are  of  a  great 
Confidence  ?  And  every  Body  knows,  that  a  large 
Rope  drengthened  by  a  Knot,  is  much  eafier  dfi 
vided  than  whervit  is  without  it. 

III.  It  does  not  feem  confident  with  Reafon, 
that  the  Mother's  Imagination  can  produce  the 
fame  EfFed  upon  the  Foetus ,  by  the  Strength  of 
Pafiions,  which  are  oppofite  and  contrary,  one  to 
another  :  Yet  dis  faid,  that  an  Infant  is  marked 
with  the  Similitude  of  a  Mufcley  becaufe  the  Mo¬ 
ther  longed  for  that  Shell fifh,  whild  another  is 
reported  to  have  the  fame  Imprefiion,  from  the 
- Averfion  the  Woman  had  againd  it. 

^  O 

(  ■#  - 

2.  I  am  willing  to  own,  that  fome  Pafiions  are 
very  tumultuous,  and  capable  of  putting  the 
whole  Frame  of  the  Soul  and  Body  in  great  Dif- 
order,  and  Confulion ;  as  Anger,  Fright,  Defpair, 

&c. 

But  I  don't  underdand,  why  calm  and  fedate 
cPaffions,  or  rather,  (fince  Dr.  fiirner ,  pag.  101, 
calls  this  Exprefiion  a  Soltecifm)  Why  calm  and 
fedate  Affedions  of  the  Mind  Ihouldbe  fo  injurious 
to  the  Child,  as  to  make  -any  Signature  upon  its 
Body  ?  As  for  Indance,  the  Pleafure  of  looking 
upon  a  fine  Pidure,  or  of  admiring  the  Variety  of 
Flowers  in  a  Garden;  or,  if  you  think  fit,  the 
Pebble-dones  of  St.  Winifred’s- Well.  The  Mo¬ 
ther  has  little  or  no  Emotion  in  her  felf,  the  Alte* 
ration  of  the  Blood,  and  of  the  Spirits  is  infenfible, 
nor  can  come  to  any  Height,  though  the  Contem¬ 
plation  lhould  be  lading ;  the  whole  Scene  appears 
to  be  confined  within  the  Mind.  The  good  Woman 
takes  a  great  Delight  in  fixing  her  Eyes  upon  the 
Pidure  of  a  Man,  who  is  either  of  [a  black,  or  a 
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s  fair  Complexion,  and  what  Harm  can  follow  from 
it  ?  Does  the  Picture  fright  her,  when  fhe  is,  it  may 
be,  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  Original  ? 

In  Oppofition  to  this,  Dr.  burner  relates,  p.  100, 
the  Stories  of  two  Gentlewomen,  the  firfl  of 
which,  upon  the  fudden  Sight  of  her  Son,  who 
t  had  been  a  long  Time  abfent  from  England ,  died 
out  of  Joy,  and  of  another,  who  out  of  Grief^ 
fell  into  fuch  an  hyjlerical  Suffocation ,  as  no  Arty 
nor  Application  could  recover  Life ;  but  that's  no¬ 
thing  to  the  Purpofe.  I.  There  is  in  Death  a, 

3  total  Deltru&ion  which  may  come  by  Fire  or 

I  Water,  &c.  but  we  fpeak  here  of  no  lefs  than. 
Productions  of  ^Peaches ,  Apr i cocks ,  hPlum-cakeSy 
exadb  Similitudes,  &c,  2.  In  thofe  two  Cafes  there 
is  Excefs  of  Pallions,  whereas  the  Queflion  is  a-*, 
bout  the  Effects  of  a  calm  Affedbion  of  the  Mind, 
without  any  Hurry,  and  which  may  laft  a  conlider-. 

I  able  Time,  in  perfedt  Tranquillity ;  or  to  borrow’ 
Dr.  Turner's  Words,  the  Queftion  is  about  an  Aft 
fedtion  of  the  Mind,  where,  *  we  find  our  Spi¬ 
rits ,  as  it  were ,  tickled,  and  moving  pleafanily 9 
- — from  whence  a  regular,  and  pleafant  Cir¬ 
culation  of  the  Blood  through  all  hParts  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  enjoying  a  kindly ,  Warmth,  or  Heat ,  and  par - 
taking ,  if  we  may  fay ,  of  the  Exultation  — 
the  Soul  is  [moderately^  Stretched  forth  in 
P* leaf ure  with  Irradiation,  while  the  animal 
Spirits  in  a  Kind  of  Ovation  are  conjlantly  ex¬ 
citing  the  tnofl  pleafant  Ideals  of  the  Objedhl 
3.  How  does  Dr.  Turner  know  that  the  Lady 
dyed  out  of  Joy  ?  Might  fhe  not  take  her  Son 
for  the  Apparition  of  his  Gholt,  and  dye  out  of 
Fright  ? 

O  %  IV.  The 


*  Dr .  Turner's  Twelfth  Chap .  pig  104,  and  10 
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IV.  The  Syfterrt  of  the  Imaginattcnljls  is  arbi¬ 
trary,  precarious,  and  inconliftent  with  it  felf ; 
for  if  you  ask  them  why  the  Child  is  marked 
with  the  Colour  of  Claret ,  if  the  Mother's  Long¬ 
ing  is  not  gratified  ?  They  will  anfwer,  that  the 
Difappointinent  .  puts  the  Spirits  in  a  great  Dil— 
order,  and  fixes  ftrongly  in  the  Imagination  the 
Refemblance  of  the  Wine,  but  that  the  Mind 
is  quieted,  when  the  Defire  is  complied  with. 

This  feems  to  be  JDiShim  Gratis ,  For  fome  preg¬ 
nant  Women  will  take  a  great  Quantity  ot  that 
Liquor,  very  greedily7  and  for  a  long  Time  ;  does 
not  every  Glafs  they  drink  with  Eagernefs ,  encou¬ 
rage  the  Appetite,  and,  by  a  continual  Repetition, 
imprint  more  and  more  in  their  Memory  the 
Image  of  what  they  longed  for  ;  whereas  flying 
from  the  ObjebI  would  be  a  proper  Mean  to  make 
good  the  Proverb,  Out  of  Sights  out  of  Mind  ? 

V.  Is  not  the  common  Notion  very  filly  and 
ridiculous,  that,  if  the  Mother  does  in  a  F  right, 
or  other  Palfions,  apply  her  Hand  to  any  Part  of 
her  Body,  the  Signature  is  directed,  and  conveyed 
to  the  like  Place  in  the  Foetus  ?  His  very  well 
known,  that  the  Motion  of  the  Hand  is  accidental 
and  not  defigned,  and  that  the  Mother  can  very 
feldom  remember  any  Thing  of  it. 

And  yet  I  could  prove  ealily,  that  this  Circum- 
fiance  is  always  mentioned  in  the  Relations  of 
moil  Authors,  which  fhews,  that  the  reil  of  their 
Stories  are  as  much  to  be  credited,  as  this  in  par¬ 
ticular. 

*  *  *  { 

\ 

VI.  Some  modern  Imaginatiomjls^  of  which  Male- 
bran  che  is  one,  have  gone  lb  far,  as  to  fay,  that  there 
is  a  Communication  of  Thoughts  between  the  Ce¬ 
rebrum  of  the  Mother,  and  of  the  Foetus ,  and  that 

the 
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’the  Children  in  Uter o  receive  the  fame  ImprdTions 
of  the  Objeds,  and  are  moved  by  the  fame  Paffions, 
as  their  Mothers.  So  that  the  Infants  are  Longing 
for  Gallons  of  good  Drink,  Newcajile  Salmon,  or 
Wefiphalia  Ham  3  and  they  are  alfo  very  merry, 
j  dull,  melancholy,  frighted,  and  have  their  Hearts 
a  full  of  Revenge,  according  to  the  different  paffions 
c  the  Mother  is  affeded  with  at  that  Time.  The 
l  Anfwer  is  not  difficult. 

1.  This  Hypothecs  is  contrary  to  Anatomy , 
for  there  is  no  Communication  of  Nerves  between 
the  Mother  and  the  Child,  as  it  will  be  demon* 
ftrated, 

a.  *Tis  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  Paffions. 
Qafifion,  fays,  Mr.  Locke ,  in  refpeB  oj  an  intelleBu * 
al  Being. ,  is:  a  Modification  of  Thoughts ,  in  RefpeB 
of  a  corporeal  Beings  Motion . 

According  to  that  Definition,  Baffton  in  refped 
of  the  Mind  in  pregnant  W omen,  is  a  ftrong  At¬ 
tention  to  a  particular  Objed,  fometimes  "with 
Pleafure  and  Satisfadion,  and  a  great  Defire  of  it, 
and  fometimes  with  Uneaiinefs  and  Abhorrence. 

In  Refped  of  the  Body,  Ms  the  Motion  of  the 
Blood  and  Spirits,  the  Velocity  of  which  is  either 
continued  in  the  fame  State,  diminifhed,  or  acce¬ 
lerated. 

According  to  this  Definition,  what  is  Surprifey 
in  Refped  of  the  Mind,  but  a  Sort  of  a  fudden 
Comparifon  (with  or  without  Uneaiinefs)  between 
an  Objed,  which  we  are  ufed  to,  and  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  one,  we  are  not  acquainted  with  ? 

Sudden  P'ear  is  an  infant  an eons  Comparifon  of 
Strength  on  both  Sides,  and  a  Confcioufiiefs  of 
Debility  and  Weaknefs. 

Long- 
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Longing,  or  Defire,  is  grounded  upon  the  Judge¬ 
ment  we  make  of  the  Ufefulnefs  of  what  we  long 
for. 

Are  Children  capable  of  all  thefe  Refie&ions  ? 
Are  they  not  confined  within  the  Bounds  of  bare  . 
Life  and  Senfation  ?  The  Mother’s  Thoughts  are 
extenfive,  and  peculiar  to  her,  and  without  the 
Reach  of  the  Child’s  Mind,  which  is  not  yet  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  outward  Obje<5ls,  that  diflurb  the 
Mother.  She  is  afraid  of  a  naked  Sword,  becaufe 
ihe  knows,  or  apprehends,  the  Rafhnefs  of  the 
Man  in  whofe  Hands  it  is  :  She  is  moved  at  the 
Sight  of  a  Cat  or  of  a  Dog,  becaufe  fhe  is  timo¬ 
rous,  and  does  not  know,  but  flie  will  be  bitten 
or  fcratched :  She  is  difturbed  at  the  Sight  of  a 
Butcher  who  kills  a  Beall,  becaufe  fhe  is  of  a  mer¬ 
ciful  Temper :  But,  in  the  mean  Time,  the  Child 
is  in  a  State  of  Neutrality,  becaufe  it  has  not  yet 
the  neceffary  Idea's  of  Things  :  And  pray,  how 
Ihould  it  have  them  in  Utero^  when  feveral  Months 
muft  pafs,  after  the  Birth,  before  it  comes  to  feme 
little,  and  very  little  Knowledge  and  Underfland- 
ing.  ,  ’ 

To  fay,  with  Malebranche ,  that  Children  fee, 
what  the  Mothers  fee,  that  they  hear  the  fame 
Cries,  EiV.  'tis  to  fay  in  other  Words,  that  Chil¬ 
dren  can  fee  without  Light,  and  that  they  hear 
without  the  Vibration  of  the  Air,  and  when  their 
Ears  are  flopped  with  a  Mucus  ]  in  fhort,  ’tis  to 
fpeak  at  Random.  How  fhould  the  Mother  com¬ 
municate  her  Thoughts  to  the  Child,  when  her 
Soul  is  abfolutely  diflinft  from  the  Soul  of  the 
Foetus  ? 

I  have 


% 
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I  have',  upon  this  Occafion,  received  a  very 
fevere  Reprimand  for  my  Ignorance  in  Philofophy* 
We  have ,  fays  Dr.  Turner,  pag.  52.  your  Jccount 

of  Taffions - ~  yet  fuch  furely  as  no  Lhilofopher 

before  you  ever  broached.  - - - -  now  furely— — 

who  that  was  throughly  frightened,  or  as  we  fay , 
out  of  their  Wits,  ever  made  Companfons  ? 

I  am  very  eafy  under  my  Difgrace,  fo  long  as 
I  have  the  Honour  to  follow  the  Steps  of  very 
great  Masters. 

J[oy,  Sorrow,  Fear,  and  Anger,  are  Paffions, 
which,  now  and  then  are  fuddenly  excited,  and  yet 
thefe  are  Mr.  Locke’s  Definitions.  Joy  is  a  Delight 
of  the  Mind,  fro?n  the  Conlideration  of  the  prefent ,  or 

affured  approaching  Foffejfion  of  a  Good.  - *  Sorrow 

is  an  Uneafinefs  in  the  Min  'd,  upon  the  Thought 
of  a  Good  loft,  which  might  have  been  enjoyed 
longer  \  or  the  Senfe  of  a  prefent  Evil. —  ■  Fear 
is  an  Uneafinefs  of  the  Mind,  upon  the  Thought  of 

f  uture  Evil,  likely  to  befall  us. - Finger  is 

Uneaflnefs,  or  Difcompofure  of  Mind,  upon  the  Re- 
ceit  of  an  Injury,  with  a  prefent  Purpofe  of  Re¬ 
venge. 

If  the  Reader  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  examine 
well  thefe  Definitions,  he  will  judge  eafily  from  thole 
Expreffions,  Confideration,  Thought,  CPurpofe  of 
Revenge ,  that  Mr.  Locke  was  of  Opinion,  that  in 
all  thefe  feveral  Cafes  there  was  a  [ludden  or  not] 
Comparifon  made  with  paft,  prelent,  and  future 
Circumllances. 

There  is  nothing  fo  common  as  Laughter ;  it 
does  now  and  then  follow  the  Sight  of  an  Obje^ 
with  fitch  a  Swftnefs,  that  the  Perlon  who  laughs, 
feems  to  have  no  Poflibility  of  Time  of  making 
any  Reflection  :  Yet  Mr.  Hobbes,  in  hisDifcourfe  of 
human  Nature,  thinks  fit  to  define  Laughter,  a  fud- 
den  Glory  arijing  "  from  Come  fudden  Conception 
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of  fome  Eminency  in  our  [elves,  by  Comparifon  with 
the  Infirmity  of  others,  or  with  our  own  formerly . 
And  Mr.  *  Addifon  gives  his  entire  Approbation 
to  that  Sentiment. 

3.  The  chief  Symptoms,  that  follow  the  moll 
violent  Paffions,  appear  commonly  about  the  Tho¬ 
rax.  In  a  great  Fright  and  Surprife,  all  the 
Organs  of  Refpiration  are  afflicted  with  very  ifrong 
convulfive  Motions,  from  whence  proceed  the  In¬ 
articulation  of  the  Voice,  a  Palenefs  in  the  Face, 
a  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  an  intermitting  Pulfe, 
Palpitation  of  the  Heart,  a  Deliquium,  Syncope, 
and  fometimes  Death. 

But  Children  in  Utero  having  the  Organs  of  Refpi¬ 
ration  in  a  State  of  Inaction ,  are  exempted  from  the 
dreadful  Symptoms  which  torment  their  Mothers. 

They  have  neither  Afihma,  nor  inarticulate 
Voice,  nor  Confulion  in  their  Countenance,  nor 
fulfil  other  Accidents  which  are  altogether  incon- 
liltent  with  them  prefent  Condition.* 

CHAP.  VIII. 

The  fever  a  I  Syflems  of  Gene¬ 
ration  explained. 

To  put  more  and  more,  this  Controverfy  in  a 
true  Light,  and  make  good  my  Affertion  againft 
the  Strength  of  the  Mother's  Imagination  upon  the 

Foetus, 


*  Sped.  47. 


(  t©5  ) 

Foetus,  I  think,  ’tis  very  necefiary,  to  examine  the 
Origine,  and  Progrefs  of  the  Production  of  A- 
nimals. 

I.  There  is  no  Equivocal  Generation.  Animals^ 
which  are  compofed  of  fo  many  different  Parts, 
can  never  be  the  Refult  of  Chance,  and  of  Atoms 
meeting  accidentally,  and  joining  one  with  another® 
Nature  keeps  to  certain  Laws  of  Uniformity, 
and  does  not  go  two  different  Ways  in  the 
Formation  of  one  and  the  fame  Animal.  *Tis  now 
looked  upon  as  a  Fable,  that  dead  Bodies  turn 
into  Worms  ;  that  the  Flefh  of  a  Bullock  can  be 
changed  into  Bees,  and  Serpents  produced,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Fliny,  out  of  the  fpinal  Marrow  of  a  Man. 
Thefe  falfe  Stories  have  always  been  tranfmitted 
from  one  Author  to  another,  with  fome  Addi¬ 
tions,  as  if  Interefl  were  to  be  paid  for  the  origi¬ 
nal  Invention.  *  ' 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby  has  pretended  to  raife  Lobflers $ 
out  of  their  own  Salt  artificially  prepared  ;  and 
what  fhall  we  fay  to  Farac  el/us ,  who  has  been  fo 
mad,  as  to  offer  a  Frocefs  for  the  Propagation  of 
Mankind  in  chyinical  Veffels  ?  But  Francis  Redi 
in  his  Book  De  Generatione  infeStonm  does  wifely 
remark,  that  /like  the  Beginning  of  the  Worlds  when 
the  fir/i  Flants,  and  the  JirJl  ylnimals  were  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Command  oj  God ,  the  Earth  had  never 
yielded  any  other  Flants ,  or  Trees ,  or  Animals , 
perfeSl  or  imperfect And  that  whatfoever  has  been 
upon  Earth ,  in  proceeding  Ages ,  or  is  at  this  Time, 
came  from  the  true  and  real  Seeds  of  Flants ,  and 
of  Animals  j  and  that  they  preferve  their  Species  by 
Means  of  proper  Seed. 

p  ii  Ah 
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II.  All  the  Parts  of  the  Foetus  are  a&ually  ex¬ 
igent  fome  where,  and  delineated  even  before  Q?«- 
ception, ,  as  a  Plant,  which  is  contained  in  the  Seed, 
before  that  Seed  be  put  in  the  Ground.  This  will 
eafily  appear  by  examining  the  leveral  Sy Items  re¬ 
lating  to  this  Subject. 

1.  The  Ancients  had  but  confufed  Notions  re¬ 
lating  to  Generation,  and  what  they  faid  upon  it, 
is  not  worth  mentioning,  being  inconiiftent  with 
Senfe  and  Reafon. 

Dr.  Harvey ,  who  has  made  his  Name  immortal 
by  the  Difcovery  of  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood, 
is  the  firft,  who  difeovered  the  proper  Place  of 
the  Formation  of  the  Chick  in  tne  Cicatricula  of 
the  Egg,  and  the  Formation  of  the  Parts,  fo  far 
as  it  is  difcernable  by  the  naked  Eyes  \  and  who 
alfo  aflerted,  that  all  Animals  are  ex  Ovo ,  as  may 
be  feen  in  his  6id  Exer citation ,  with  this  Title 
Ovum  ejfe  primordium  commune  omnibus  Animalibus . 
But  the  Misfortunes  of  the  civil  War,  and  the 
barbarous  Treatment  he  received  from  brutifh 
and  ignorant  Soldiers,  *  who  burnt  all  his  Pa¬ 
pers,  to  the  great  Detriment  of  Learning,  did 
not  permit  that  worthy  Gentleman  to  finilh  his 
Syftem,  which  he  left  fomewhat  obfeure  and  in¬ 
tricate. 

2.  Dr.  Harvey’s  Syftem  was  much  improved  by 
Regnerus  de  GraeJ ,  who  made  feveral  Experiments 
upon  that  Subjedfc  :  He  not  only  aflerted,  that 
tggs  are  the  firft  and  true  Origin  of  all  Animals, 

both 
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both  Oviparous  and  Viviparous  ;  but  alfo  that  * 
,i  they  actually  exift  in  fxmineis  Tejlibiis  before  Con~ 
1  ception ,  and  that  they  are  fecundated, ,  and  come 
down  through  the  Fallopian  Tube,  into  the  Bottom 
of  the  Uterus ,  as  the  Vitelli  of  Birds  get  into  the 
\  Oviduct . 

That  thefe  Ova  are  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 
P'ormation  of  Animals  is  dem'onltrated  by  this,  that 
Generation  becomes  impoffiblc,  as  foon  as  the  Ovary 
is  extirpated . 

According  to  this  Hypothefis,  all  the  Parts 
of  the  Foetus ,  both  fmall  and  great,  internal 
and  external,  are  in  the  Ovum .  And  though  fome 
appear  later  than  Mothers,  yet  they  have  been 
Exijhnts,  and  have  had  their  Beginning  at  the 
fame  Time :  As  an  si  corn,  which,  even  before 
it  be  fet  in  the  Ground,  does  contain  an  Epi¬ 
tome  of  the  Oak,  with  all  its  Roots,  Branches  and 
Leaves.  ' 

The  Semen  Mafulinum  is  the  proper  and  only 
Means,  that  Nature  ufes  to  manure  the  Ovum ,  by 
throwing  (according  to  De  Graef  s  Opinion)  a  rew 
Ferment  in  the  Blood,  which ,  fubtilijing  the  Lymph  a 
does  enable  it  to  enter  more  eaiily  into  the  Pores 
of  the  Ovum ,  to  open  the  feveral  Pa  Pages,  pro¬ 
mote  the  Motion  of  the  juices,  and  caufc  infenlibly 
an  Increafe  of  all  the  Parts.  And  indeed  the  hid¬ 
den  Appearance  and  difplaying  ol  all  the  Parts 
of  the  Chick,  after  a  fhort  Incubation ,  makes  it 
clear,  that  they  are  not  then  adlually  formed  out 
of  a  Fluid,  but  that  their  Stamina  have  been  ex^ 
iitent  before,  and  are  then  unfolded, 

P  2  It 
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It  appears  alfo,  by  a  juft  Confequence  from 
this  Hypothecs,  that  the  Foetus  muft  have  been 
'  fomewhere  from  the  very  Beginning  of  the  World, 
viz.  in  the  original  Ovum  ;  as  all  Plants  that  are, 
or  fhall  be,  were  in  the  original  Seed ;  fo  that,  ir 
Solomon  was  to  come  again  into  the  World,  and 
learn  this  Philofophy,  he  would  be  mightily  iiir- 
prifed,  that  what  he  faid  as  a  common  Proverb 
in  Refpedl  of  Vertues,  and  Vices,  That  there  is 
nothing  new  under  the  Sun ,  is-  more  extenlively 
and  literally  true  in  Relation  to  Plants  and  Ani¬ 
mals. 

3.  This  Hy pet  he  (is  of  IF  de  Graef  fo  rational 
and  fo  plain,  and  grounded  upon  the  Simile  of 
Plants,  which  are  actually  contained  in  the 
Seed,  had  a  general  Approbation,  efpecially  iince 
ocular  Infpedfion  could  trace  the  Ova  from  the  Ova- 
ry  down  into  the  Fube,  and  the  Bottom  of  the 
Uterus  when  this  grand  My  fiery  of  Nature  was 
on  a  Sudden  let  in  another  Light,  by  the  laborious 
Mr.  Leewenhoeck . 

He  is  the  firft,  who,  by  the  Help  of  Micro- 
fcopes,  difeovered  a  vaft  Number  of  Anmalcula 
in  Semine  Majculino .  It  is  very  farpriling,  to  fee 
the  prodigious  Number  of  thofe  Vermiculi ,  like  fo 
many  Fad  Foies,  fwimming  every  Way:  They 
are  fo  fin  all,  that  feveral  Thoufands  of  Millions  of 
them  are  not  equal  to  a  Grain  of  Sand,  whole 
Diameter  is  but  the  hundredth  Part  of  an  Inch. 

Leevcenhceck  has  carried  the  Nicety  fo  far,  as  to 
dilcern  in  the  fame  Sperm ,  two  Sorts  of  Animal ~ 
cilia ,  which  he  judges  to  be  for  the  Difference  of 
Sexes,  but  this  laid  Difeovery  is  not  fo  clear 
and  undeniable,  as  the  others. 
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That  thefe  Animalcula  are  neceffary  towards 
the  Formation  of  the  Foctusr  is  plain  from  this,  viz. 
that  Men,  in  whofe  Semen  they  are  not  feen,  prove 
uncapable  of  getting  Children,  though  in  outward 
Appearance  they  leem  to  be  well  qualified,  and 
to  have  no  Manner  of  Defe£h  All  this  Leewen-r 
hceck  has  made  evident,  by  fo  many  Obfervations, 
that  the  Truth  of  it  cannot  be  brought  in  Quef- 
tion. 

So  that  according  to  his  Opinion,  all  Animals 
are  ex  Animale ,  which  have  alt  their  Parts  prc- 
exiftent  to  Conception,  according  to  their  different 
Kinds. 

4.  At  firffc  View  this  Difcovery  feems  to  over¬ 
throw  R .  de  Graef’s  Hypothefis,  and  to  condemn 
the  Reality  and  Ufe  of  the  Ova  as  being  chimeri¬ 
cal  :  But  the  Opinions  of  De  Graef  and  of  Lee- 
wenhoeekj  having  on  both  Sides  a  great  Deal  of 
Truth,  and  being  partly  grounded  upon  many 
undifputable  Experiments,  and  ocular  Demonftra- 
tion,  "tis  better  to  reconcile  them,  as  Dr.  Gardener 
has  happily  done,  by  afferting,  that  the  Ovum  is 
the  proper  Nidus ,  in  which  the  Animalcule  lodges 
it  felf^  and  by  which  it  is  nourished  for  a  Time. 

Through  what  Dud:,  or  Pafiage,  the  Animal - 
culum  comes  to  the  Qvum±  no  Body  can  be  politive, 
though  the  Fallopian  Fide  feems  to  be  the  neareft 
way  ;  but  let  it  be  done  how  it  will,  the  Vermi~ 
cule  docs  certainly  penetrate  into  the  Ovum ,  as  "tis 
evident  in  Oviparous  Animals,  and  by  the  Obfer- 
vation  of  Malpighius ,  who  has  often  feen,  before 
Incubation,  in  the  Cicatricula  of  an  Egg,  the  Ru¬ 
diments  of  an  Animal,  in  the  Shape  ot  a  Tadpole , 
but  could  difeern  no  fuch  Things  in  thofe  Eggs,, 
which  were  not  foccun dated. 

Dr.  Ha 
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Dr.  Harvey ,  a  long  Time  before  Malpighi  us , 
and  Leewenhoeck  had,  with  great  Admiration, 
made  the  fame  Difcovery,  in  the  firft  Formation 
of  a  Chick  Jf  appears ,  fays  he,  ///  the  Shape  of 
a  Vermiculus,  w  obferve  in  \jhe  Knobs  of'j 

the  Leaves  of  Trees , - —  efpecially  in  the  Center 

of  Oak-galls,  where  a  limpid  1  iqtior  infenjibly  grow¬ 
ing  thick ,  and  spreading  it  felf  into  very  fine  Lima - 

ifients ,  takes  the  Form  cfG alba  or  Worm,  - - 

sz'oV/  few  afterwards ,  the  Generation  of  all 

Animals  is  in  the  fame  Manner ,  from  #  Vermiculus 

- ’Lis  t'ory  wonderful,  that  all  Sanguineous 

Animals ,  ow/  Mow  themfelves ,  have ,  /w  Begin¬ 
ning ,  Shape  and  ConJ fence . 

Thus  we  have  three  different  Syftems  about 
Generation ,  and  the  moft  rational  ones,  that  have 
been  pubiilhed  :  I  don't  pretend  to  determine, 
which  of  them  is  the  bell,  nor  to  pronounce  be¬ 
tween  Do  Graef  Leewenhoeck  and  Dr.  Gardener. 
Let  the  Reader  judge  for  himfelf ;  only  I  will 
obferve,  that  'tis  certain,  they  all  agree  in  this 
Particular,  that  the  Parts  of  the  Foetus  are  all  ex¬ 
igent  fomewhere  before  Conception ,  upon  which  I 
propofe  thefe  Queifions. 


*  Aj^paret  n tmpe  forma  Vermiculi,  five  Galbas  ficut  in 
Frondibus  arborum  - —  prferttm  v ero  in  gallis  qutreinis , 

qttarum  in  centra — — —Liquor  limpidus  continetur ,  qui  ftn~ 
fim  cr.ifpfcens  et  coagulants,  fublilijfimis  lineament’s  dtflingui- 

tur ,  Gdbaecjue  formam  induit.  — —  — -  JN/o5  vero  quo * 

rumlibet  animalium  generatiorem  eodem  ntodo  peri  docebimus  : 
omnia  vimtrum  animalia ,  el  lam  perfect  a,  fimiliter  ex  vermiculo 

gigni - - -  Ell  equidem ,  quod,  miremur ,  animalium 

omnium,  prftrtim  San^uinecrum,  futa  cams ,  mm*',  cervi, 
herds,  gaUince,  Serpent  is,  Hominis  denique  ipfius  primordia ,  fan? 
plane  Galb.T  figuram  et  confijlentiam  re  fare,  ut  oculis  Inter- 
wofeere  ntauus.  Harvey  Exstcit.  18, 
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ift,  By  what  Means  can  the  Mother’s  Imagina- 
y  tion  on  a  Sudden,  without  her  Knowledge,  or 
i  Confent,  and  contrary  to  her  Inclination,  oblite- 
E  rate  the  Lineaments  of  the  Foetus ,  which  were  pre- 
i  exiftent  to  Conception,  and  fubMing,  even  flncb 
i  the  Creation  of  the  World,  and,  in  an  Inftant, 
•<  produce  new  Limbs,  with  new  Articulations,  new 
l  Arteries  and  Veins,  new  Glands  with  Lympbaticks 
£  and  other  Excretory  Veflels,  fuch  as  we  iee  very 
i  often  in  fome  monftrous  Births,  when  the  Wo¬ 
man  is  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Structure  of  the 
Body  ? 

idly,  If  Leewenboeck* s  or  Dr.  Gardener's  Notion 
be  true,  by  what  Right  has  the  Mother’s  Fancy 
i  any  Influence  upon  the  Body  of  the  Foetus ,  whicn 
!  comes  from  the  ttmm  virile,  and  which  is  confe- 
quently  a  diftindt,  and  feparate  Individuum ,  as  it 
will  be  made  appear  in  the  next  Chapter  ? 


Chap.  IX. 

The  different  Stages  of  the 
Child  in  Utero  conjidered. 

The  Foetus  goes  through  three  fcveral  Stages  from 
the  very  firlt  Beginning  of  Conception,  till  it  comes 
into  the  World. 

i.  The  firlt  Stage,  is  when  the  Ovum  is  liill 
engaged  in  the  Ovary . 


2.  The 
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a.  The  Second,  when  the  Ovum ,  being  actually 
feparated  from  the  Ovary,  remains  for  fome  Time 
loofe,  and  without  adh teflon ,  either  to  the  Fallopian 
Tube,  or  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Uterus . 

3.  The  laft  Stage,  is  when  the  Ovum  is  ingraft-* 
ed  in  the  Uterus ,  by  Means  of  the  cPlacenta>  and 
the  umbilical  YelTels. 

If  thefe  feveral  Changes  be  well  considered,  it 
will  appear  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  Mother's 
Imagination  to  reach  the  Child. 

The  firjl  Stage  of  the  Foetus. 

The  firft  Stage  of  the  Foetus  is  when  the  Ovum 
is  ftill  in  the  Ovary ,  of  which  I  muft  give  a  Short 
Defcription. 

1,  The  Ovary  is  double,  and  two  Fingers 
Breadth  diftant  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Uterus 
on  both  Sides.  In  Women,  who  are  come  to  Age 
of  Maturity,  they  are  each  of  them  about  the 
Bignefs  of  a  Pidgeon's  Egg,  and  covered  with  a 
proper  Membrane,  which  Hicks  clofe  to  their  Sub- 
liance,  and  is  not  ealily  feparated.  However,  when 
it  is  removed,  they  appear  foft,  and  whitifh,  ha¬ 
ving,  in  the  Interftices  ©f  their  Fibres,  feveral  Small 
„and  round  veflcul full  of  a  clammy  Liquor,  which 
being  boiled,  has  the  fame  Smell,  Talte,  Colour, 
and  Confidence,  as  the  White  of  an  Egg,  when 
'tis  hardened. 

a.  The  Blood  Vcffcls,  which  are  very  fmall, 
make  a  great  many  Turnings  and  Windings,  and 
Spread  themlelves  upon  the  Membranes  of  the  Veji- 
cut#,  without  going  any  farther. 


3.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  the  narrow 
Center  of  each  Vejkula ,  is  inclofed  a  fmall  round 
Body,  which  being  pricked,  affords  alfo  a  limpid 
|  Water  like  the  other.  This  fmall  Bodp  is  properly 
the  human  Ovum ,  made  up  of  two  Coats,  of  the 
Colliqu  amentum ,  or  the  Humours  deiigned  for  the 
Nouriihment  of  the  Foetus ,  and  of  the  Cicatricula , 

(the  Apparfment  deiigned  for  the  Animalculum ,  with 
the  Secundines .  This  is  the  State  of  the  Ow/tfz 
:  before  Fecundation. 

4.  I  now  proceed  to  examine  the  after 

Fecundation,  The  Liquor,  in  which  the  Ovum 
fwims,  does  inlenlibiy  grow  thick,  and  tough, 
like  a  glandulous  Subltance,  and  preffing  the  Ovum 
on  all  Sides,  and  chiefly  on  the  lower  and  under 
Part,  where  it  is  joined  to  the  Ovary ,  forces 
the  tender  dPedkul  (if  there  be  any)  to  give 
Way.  In  the  mean  Time,  the  Fibres  of  the  Fe~ 
ficuiii  being  pulled  downwards,  by  a  flrong  Con¬ 
traction,  open,  on  the  Top,  a  fmall  Foramen ,  thro' 
which  the  Ovum  makes  its  Pafiage.  On  t'other 
Side,  the  Extremity  of  the  Fallopian  Fahey  embra¬ 
cing  the  Ovary ,  does  by  a  vermicular  Motion 
fuck  the  Ovum  into  its  Cavity,  to  be  conveyed 
afterwards  into  the  Bottom  of  the  Uterus , 

Reflections  u^n  the  fir (l  Stage  of  the 

F  O  E  T  U  S. 

'Tis  eafy  to  judge  by  this  Defcription,  how 
difficult  it  is  for  the  Mother^  Imagination  to 
have  any  Power  upon  the  Ovumy  when  'tis  inclofed 
in  the  Ovary. 


Q_ 


I.  Tis 


( 
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I.  *Tis  very  unlikely,  that  the  Power  of  Fancy 
fliould  be  exerted  ipfo  Coitus  tempore ,  for  a  par¬ 
ticular  Reafon,  which  I  deliyer  in  Fienus’s  own 
Words  N  Parent  es  rei  venerea  operam  d antes,  it  a 
ei  toti  funt  intent i ,  ut  nihil  aliud  content-;  Et 
velft  nox,  vel  fint  fejunSU  a  rebus  externis,  &  it  a 
non  habeant  occafonem  quid  externum  Imaginandi , 
Imaginandi ,  vel  tale  alt  quid  ex  quo  magnum  ahquod 
defiderium,  ant  Terror  fequi  pojjrt . 

II.  Dr.  Harvey  is  of  the  fame  Mind,  when" he 

afferts,  that,  in  Coitu ,  the  Ovary  does  neither  fvvell 
nor  increafe  its  Bulk',  B  Tempore  coitus ,  fays  he, 
Fbejliculi ,  qiii  dicuntur  \joeminci  j  neque  anipliores , 
nee  repleti  magis ,  qaani  anted ,  ^  prifima  fua 

conjlitutione  mutati .  Now  if  the  moft  violent  of  all 
Pailions,  and  the  liked:  to  aifedi  the  Ovary ,  cannot 
at  the  Time  mentioned,  by  increafing  the  Velocity 
of  the  Blood-  and  Spirits,  cauie  an  Alteration  in 
the  Ovary ,  Why  fhould  Paffiohs  do  it  at  other 
Times  ? 

III.  De  Graef  reckons  in  each  Ovary  above  Twen¬ 
ty  Ve feu  La,  which,  in  the  fame  .Inftant,  receive/ 
their  Blood,  by  as  many  didindl  Veffels  branched 
Tom  a  bigger  Trunk ;  Now,  Blow  can  Imagina¬ 
tion  diftinguifh  in  that  great  Number  the  Vefcu- 
la ,  which  is  deligned  for  the  Foetus  ?  Should  not 
all  the  Ova ,  or  none,  receive  the  Signature  from 
Imagination  ? 

>  \  ; 

IV.  Pray  take  Notice,  of  the  great  Care  Nature 
has  taken,  to  prefer ve  the  Ovum  againftthe  Impetus 
oi  the  Blood  and  oi  the  Spirits. 

I.  The 


*  12*  t  Harv.  Exer.  6 7. 
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i  The  Branch  of  the  Artery,  which  goes  t  o  the 
Ovary  is  very  {mail,  and  makes  fo  many  Windings 
and  Turnings,  that  the  Blood  has  loft  the  greateft 
Part  of  its  Motion,  before  it  can  reach  the  Ovum. 

n.  The  Ovum  is  inclofed  in  a  foft  Subftar.ee, 
which  breaks  the  Shocks,  and  Blows,  that  may 
happen  :  Befides  the  Gcatricula ,  where  the  Rudi¬ 
ments  of  the  Foetus  are  to  make  their  Appearance, 
has  a  double  Mote,  or  Intremhment,  viz.  the  ui- 
quor  in  which  the  Ovum  fwims,  and  the  Colliqua - 
mentmn  contained  in  the  Coats  of  the  Ovum  it 

fclf. 

V. ’Tis  very  doubtful,  whether  the  Ovum  be 
ioined  to  the  Vefaula  by  any  continuous _  A  die .3, 
and  Fibres  5  ’tis  more  likely,  that  the  Adheiion  is 
only  by  Jppojition^  and  Contiguity . 

1  The  fecundated  Ovum  comes  out  of  the  Vefi 
cula  into  the  Tube  with  a  much  greater  b  acuity,  than 
we  can  believe  to  be  poffible,  if  it  was  firmly  tyed 
to  the  Ovary  by  many  Veffels  and  Sinews,  esc, 

a.  In  Birds,  the  Ova  have  no  other  Coimexion 
to  the  Vitellary,  than  by  Contiguity.  •  i  he  tok 
4  of  the  Vitellus  is  hollow,  and  membranaceous, 

*  and  extends  horn  the  Root  of  the  Bunch  to  me 
‘  Vitellus ,  which  it  has  no  fooner  reached,  but  it 
‘  dilates,  and  giving  it  an  outward  Coat  embmc,;, 
t  almoft  the  whole  Vitellus,  except  m  the  moft  rc- 
4  mote  Part  of  the  Stalk,  where  a  large  Line  up- 

4  pears,  and  where  no  Arteries  nor  Veins  are  con* 

5  fpicuoos :  Upon  that  Account,  it  is> 11  ~"y  ^ 


*  R.-  4c  Gtaef  cah 
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4  red.  This  is  the  only  Place  of  the  Vitellus , 

4  which  is  covered  with  an  outward  Coat  ;  as  ap- 
4  pears  clearly,  by  blowing  into  the  Hollow  of 
4  the  Stalky  for  immediately  the  outward  Coat 
4  fwellsj  and  though  it  flicks  firmly  to  luch  Eggs 
4  as  are  not  ripe,  yet  in  others,  that  are  come  to 
4  Maturity,  it  gives  Way,  and  the  Vitellus  drops 
4  of  it  fell',  or  is  expelled  by  the  Contraction  of 
4  the  Fibres  of  the  external  Membrane,  and,  con- 
4  veyed  by  the  Infundibulum  into  the  Uterus ,  the 
4  external  Membrane  remaining  adherent  to  the 
4  Stalk  :  Therefore,  after  Fair  ictus  and  Harvey ,  R.  de 
4  Graef  does  call  it  upon  the  Account  of 

4  their  Likeneft. 

3*  That,  *  fiich  is  the  Cafe  of  the  human  Ovum ,  is 
very  probable,  from  the  ufual  Method  of  Nature, 
which  loves  Simplicity  and  Uniformity,  in  all  Pro¬ 
ductions  }  and  why  fliould  the  Ovum  be  here  in  a 
different  Condition  than  it  is  in  the  lecond  Stage  ^ 
where,  as  M  defcribe  it  in  a  little  Time,  it  is 
nourifhed  and  increafed  confiderably,  without  the 
lead  Adhefion  to  the  Tubes  or  to  the  Bottom  of  the 
Uterus  P 


I  conclude  from  thence,  that  the  Ovum  is  only 
lodged  in  the  Ve/icula  as  a  Ball  in  a  Socket,  anti 
haying  no  ftronger  Tyes  than  thofe  of  Contiguity , 
I  fee  no  Reafon,  though  it  is  inclofed  in  the  Mo¬ 
ther's  Body,  why  it  fhonld  not  be  reputed  to 
be  originally  a  diflinB  Individuum ,  upon  which 
her  imagination  has  no  Power,  nor  Authority. 

A  T.  But  to  difpleafe  no  Body,  I  am  very  willing 
to  allow,  that  the  Ovum  is  one  of  the  PPartes  lute - 
grant  es  of  the  Mothers  Body  ;  yet,  even  after  that 
fcuppofition,  I  think  it  impoffible  lor  her  Imagina¬ 
tion 
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tion  to  make  any  Impreffion  upon  the  Foetus  in  this 

firft  Stage. 

%  \  - 

For  if  a  Ligature,  or  a  hard  Preffurc  be  made 
upon  a  Sinew,  or  an  Artery,  their  lower  Parts  do 
entirely  lofe  their  Communication  with  the  Heart, 
and  the  Cerebrum^  and  are,  for  that  Time,  wholly 
deprived  of  Motion,  and  of  feeling,  and  if  the 
Catife  be  not  loon  removed,  they  remain  ul clefs 
for  ever. 

For  that  very  Rcafon,  ?tis  not  in  the  Power  of 
Fancy  to  affebf  the  Ovum  after  Conception  *  fince, 
as  I  have  obferved  before,  the  Liquor,  in  which 
it  did  fwim,  growing  into  a  hard  Subftance5 
prefTes,  like  a  Tourniquet  upon  the  Tedicul  of  the 
Ovum,  and  Wrangling  the  Yeffds,  cuts  off  all  Man¬ 
ner  of  Communication  between  the  Mother  and  the 
Ovum ,  fb  that  Imagination  can  command  that  Part 
no  more,  than  a  Man  Paraljtical  is  able  to  move 
his  Limbs. 


The  fecond  Stage  of  the  Foetus. 

The  fecond  Stage  of  the  Feet  us  ,  is  when  the 
Ovum  has  left  the  original  and  native  Place  of  its 
Habitation,  and  is  palling  through  the  Fallopian 
Tube  into  the  Bottom  of  the  Uterus ,  in  both  which 
Places,  it  is  vifibly  loofe ,  and  without  any  Adhe~ 
fion  for  a  confidcrable  Time  ;  for  it  remains  in 
that  Condition  for  fcveral  Weeks  after  Feecun- 
dation. 


*  In 


) 


(  1 18  ) 

*  In  fome  Brutes,  the  Adhefion  is  not  compleaf 
till  towards  the  Middle  of  Gejlation ,  notwith land¬ 
ing  the  Increafe  and  Bulk  of  the  Animal. 

And  yet  the  feveral  Functions  relating  to  Life 
are  performed  independant  on  the  Mother.  The 
Heart  moves,  the  Blood,  fuch  as  it  is  then,  circu- 
lates,  the  Juices  are  filtrated,  the  Body  is  nourifh- 
ed  and  increafed  *  in  fhort,  the  Cerebrum  and  the 
Genus  JNervcfum  do  their  Duty,  and  all  this  without 
the  leaft  Adhefion  to  the  Uterus. 

'Tis  plain,  that  in  this  Stage ,  the  Foetus  is  an 
Individuum  diftind  and  feparate  from  the  Mother's 
Body,  and  that  confequently  her  Imagination  can 
have  no  Effed  upon  the  Child. 

All  our  Faculties  are  limitted  *  There  are  cer¬ 
tain  Bounds,  beyond  which  they  cannot  exert  their 
Strength  ;  let  our  Paffions  be  never  fo  violent,  yet 
they  are  confined  within  the  Sphere  of  the  Mind, 
and  of  the  Body :  By  what  Magick  then  is  the 
Imagination  of  one  Being,  capable  to  affed  ano¬ 
ther,  which  is  wholly  and  entirely  a  different  In¬ 
dividuum  ? 


*  Infpexi  uterum  ovis ,  quinque  Septimanis  Impregnatum,  CF 
invent  Conceptum  nullibi  ultra  junBumt  Wilhelm  Langley,  de 
generat.  Animal . 

Siiis  &  Equae  carnofam  Hujusmodi  copulam  non  habent .  Harv. 
de  uteri  memb. 

Equa  Sui  proxima  el} - uterus  primis  Geftationis  menftbus 

apertus^fuilH  inftar ,  fcetum  nondum  coheerenttm  dimittit ,  nee  till  a 
placenta  aut  glandul arum  prodit.  Needham,  cap ,  7. 

In  Sue .  cujus  uterus  omnium  fmpUcijjtmus ,  fi  in  prioribus  fep- 
timanis  fere  ufque  ad  medium  geftationis  tempus  SeBionem  tnfti- 
ttieris }  Invenies  membranam  banc  tenue  Serum  paulatim  exund  an-- 
tem ,  quod  a  chorio  confejlim  imbibitv.rl  minime  tamen  adhere* 
utero  chorion>  ibid. 
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If  this  be  well  conlidered  and  weighed,  by' the 
Imaginationijls,  I  hope  they  will  ceafe  to  be  fo 
clamorous,  or  at  leaft,  fo  uncharitable,  as  to  fright 
honefl  Women  with  Bug-bears,  and  dreadful  Sto¬ 
ries,  during  the  Non- adhejion  of  the  Foetus  to  the 
Tube,  and  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Uterus .  I  beg  of 
them  to  diltinguifh  Times,  and  to  be  fo  fair,  as 
to  declare  roundly  to  timorous  People,  4  Imagina  - 
4  tion  is  not  in  Seafon  }  you  may,  for  feveral 
4  Weeks,  long  without  any  ill  Confequence  ;  the 
4  Child  mail  not  receive  any  bad  Impreffion  from 
4  your  rambling  Fancy/ 

The  third  Stage  of  the  Foetus  examined* 

,  ..j- 

No  doubt,  but  the  Imaginationifs  have  great 
Hopes  to  retrieve  their  Attairs  in  the  third,  and 
laft  Stage ^  of  the  Foetus ,  when  it  does  ftrongly 
adhere  to  the  Uterus  by  the  Help  of  the  Tlacenta ; 
but  their  Expectations,  I  hope,  will  prove  frivo¬ 
lous. 

This  Stage  is  the  longeft  of  the  three,  fince  it 
does  continue  as  far  a£  the  Time  of  the  Birth,  but 
it  is  not  effentially  different  from  the  fecond,  the 
Foetus  remaining  ffcill  a  diftinCfc  Indroiduum  from  the 
Mother,  with  whom  it  is  united  by  no  other  Means, 
than  Contiguity ,  and  confequently  out  of  the  Sphere 
of  her  Imagination. 

The  Foetus  in  the  fecond  Stage  is  like  a  Plant, 
which  is  loofe  in  the  Water,  or  in  a  loft  Mudd, 
where  it  fpreads  its  Fibres,  and  whence  the  Aou- 
rifhment  is  attracted,  the  Water  all  the  while  per¬ 
mitting,  but  not  promoting  the  SuBion. 

The  Foetus ,  in  the  laft  Stage,  being  encreafed  and 
in  Danger  of  being  tolled  to  and  fro,  and  of  pref¬ 
ling  too  hard  upon  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus ,  and, 
belides  requiring  a,  greater  Quantity  of  nutritious 

J  ll^cc 
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Juice  than  before  ;  the  Foetus,  I  fay,  may  be  com¬ 
pared  with  the  fame  Plant,  which  does,  upon  the 
Account  of  its  Bulk,  wrant  to  be  removed  from  the 
'Water  into  the  Ground,  for  a  better  Support,  and 
for  an  Increafe  of  Nourishment. 

If,  in  this  Stage,  the  Foetus  is  reputed  to  be  Part 
of  the  Mother,  his  in  the  fame  Senfe,  that  an  Ivy - 
tree  is  faid  to  be  Part  of  the  Tree,  or  of  the  Wall, 
which  it  cleaves  to,  and  from  which  it  cannot 
be  feparated,  without  fornc  Trouble  and  Difficulty. 

For  notwithstanding  the  drong  Adhdion  of  the 
Ovum  to  the  Uterus,  his  certain,  that,  whatever 
Blood-Veffels  and  Sinews  were  palling,  if  any,  in 
the  firft  St  age, %  from  the  Mother  to  the  Child,  have 
been  entirely  cut  off  in  the  iecond  ytage  :  There 
is  no  common  Circulation  of  Blood  between  them, 
no  Communication  of  Animal  Spirits,  they  have 
not  the  fame  Senfation  ;  what  the  Mother  feels  is 
nothing  to  the  Foetus,  one  may  be  in  Pain,  when 
the  other  is  eaiy  ;  one  fleeps,  and  the  other  is  a- 
wake  ;  and  very  often  the  Mother  is  dead,-  when 
the  Child  is  ftili  alive. 

'Tis  true,  that  the  Foetus  does  draw  its  Nou- 
rifhment  from  the  Uterus ,  but  Tis  infenlibly,  and 
like  a  Vegetable,  which ’makes  no  Return  to  the 
Earth,  of  what  it  receives  from  the  Ground.  In 
fhort  the  Child  is  as  didintd  from  the  Mother,  as 
an  Infant,  which  is  at  the  Bread,  is  feparate  from 
the  Nude,  upon  whofe  Milk  it  feeds,  and  his  #110 
more  poffible  for  the  Mother’s  Imagination  to  abb 
upon  the  Foetus  in  Utero,  than  for  a  Nurfe,  by 
her  Fancy,  to  make  upon  the  fucking  Babe  any 
Mark  or  Impreffion. 

In  Qppohtion  to  this,  Dr.  Turner  pretends, 
that  there  is  a  Circulation  of  the  Blood  from  the 
Mother  to  the  Child,  and  back  again,  by  Means 
of  the  Fla  cent  a,  the  Veffels  of  which,  both  Veins 

and 
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and  Arteries  Inofeulate  with  thofe  of  the  Uterus, 
How  many  learned,  and  skilful  Anatomifts,  Dr. 
Turner  can  mufter  on  his  Side,  he  knows  bell  j  in 
the  mean  Time,  I  anfwer, 

A 

I.  That,  though  it  lhould  be  granted,  that  there 
is  a  Circulation  of  the  Blood  between  the  Mother 
and  the  Foetus ,  yet  its  Impetus  is  broke  before  it 
can  reach  the  Body  of  the  Child,  and  confequently, 
Tis  difficult  to  underhand,  how  it  is  able  to  make 
any  particular  Imprellion  upon  the  Embryo . 

1.  The  Uterus  in  pregnant  Women  is  fungous 
and  fpongy  j  the  Blood-Veflels  come  from  a 
thin  Branch,  and  don't  go  in  a  ffcrait  Line,  but 
wind  about,  and  make  feveral  Turnings,  and  are  fo 
much  relaxt,  that  their  Cavity  may  receive  the 
End  of  one’s  Finger  ;  'tis  then  eafy  to  conceive, 
that  the  Blood  cannot  circulate  through  the  feveral 
Parts  of  the  Uterus  with  any  conflderable  Velocity, 

2.  The  * "Placenta  hands  in  the  Way  to  give  a  new 
Check  to  the  Violence  of  the  Blood,  as  well  as  the 
Structure  of  the  umbilical  Vein,  *  which  in  its 
Courfe,  takes  a  Compafs  of  three  or  four  Ells* 
making  a  moh  admirable  Texture  like  a  Net. 

i 

3.  When  the  Blood  does  enter  the  Body  of  the 
Child,  it  flows  in  an  uniform  Stream,  and  is  equal¬ 
ly  dihributed  to  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Foetus ; 
Why  then  is  one  Part  more  affefted  by  the  Mo¬ 
ther's  Fancy  than  another?  Has  the  Blood  Senle 
and  Reafon,  to  chufe  ope  Limb  before  another, 
and  to  know  the  Intent  and  Meaning  of  Imagina¬ 
tion  ;  and  what  Sorts  of  Marks  are  befpoken  ? 

R  •/’  Upon 
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Upon  this,  fome  Authors  have  had  formerly  a 
ftrange  Notion ;  for  they  believed, that  the  Occidents 
that  is,  the  Shape  and  Colour  of  the  Objects  fo 
much  dehred,  dying  through  the  Air,  and  entring 
the  Imagination  of  the  Woman,  were  received  by 
*  the  Spirits,  and,  floating  in  the  Blood  for  fome 
Time,  were  infenfibly  driven  to  the  Super  tides  of 
the  Skin  :  So  that  I  find,  that  the  Dogms  of 
T ranfubjiantiation  and  of  Imagination  have  had  the 
Fate  to  be  defended  by  very  near  the  fame  Prin¬ 
ciples. 

II.  There  is  no  Circulation  of  the  Blood  from 
the  Mother  to  the  Child,  and  back  again,  as 
Dr.  Turner  does  aiiert. 


i.  This  Circulation  appears  to  be  fuperfluous, 
and  unnecefTary,  fince  in  the  fccond  Stage,  the  Foetus 
is  nourilhed,  and  incrcafed  without  it ;  Is  Nature 
on  a  Sudden,  become  fickle,  and  inconftant  in  its 
Proceedings,  contrary  to  its  ufual  Cuftom  ? 


a.  That  Circulation,  promoted  by  two  different 
and  unequal  Towers,  would  be  very  dangerous  and 
detrimental.  In  the  Foetus ,  the  Heart  is  fmall, 
the  Pulfation  weak,  and  obfeure,  and  the  Motion 
of  the  Blood  flow  and  langid  :  On  the  contrary, 
the  Mother's  Heart  is  large,  and  the  Circulation 
performed  with  Strength  and  Velocity.  How  can 

the 


*  Accidentia  Fcetui  imprimuntur .  Roder.  a  Caftro.  Cap. 

I  ?.  -  -  Ubi  Mtdisr  altquid  vehementer  appetit,  illud  femper 

Sinvno  vo[titt  quo  tt  fpirittis  ipfost  ret  dejideratce  forma. 
) figuret.  Sp trims  vsro  jormatt  [gura  ret  dejideratce  dtim  mif'- 
untur  janvuini ,  quo  nutritur  Foetus ,  imprimunt  ei  eandem  figu- 
ram,  ex  [anguine  vero  dum  caro  gignatur ,  ntceffaUa  et  eadem 
fmrata  remanet  i  fa.  Mercurial. 
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the  Foetus  keep  Pace  with  the  Mother  ?  Is  it  not 
plain,  that  the  Uterine  Arteries  would  fling  into 
the  Foetus  more  Blood,  than  his  poflible  to  be  re¬ 
conveyed  to  the  Mother  by  the  umbilical  Arte¬ 
ries  ? 

3-  That  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood  in  the  Foetus 
is  diilin6t  from  that  of  the  Mother,  appears  by  the 
PiAcrence  in  the  beating  of  the  Arteries,  which 
have  not,  on  each  Side,  an  equal  Number  of  Sul¬ 
fations  in  an  equal  Space  of  Time,  which  is  ob- 
ferved  eaflly,  ^  if  you  put  one  Hand  upon  the 
Mother's  Pulfe,  and  the  other  upon  the  umbilical 
String.  This  is  to  be  underflood,  of  what  is  ufual, 
for  feme  particular  Circumflances  of  the  Mother, 
or  Child  may  ac  identally  caufe  an  Alteration  in 
the  Pulfe  for  a  Time. 

4.  'Tis  certain,  that  before  Pregnancy,  the  Veins 
and  Arteries  of  the  Uterus  are  all  matched  toge¬ 
ther  :  Pray,  where  are  to  be  found  any  idle  U- 
terine  Veflels,  to  joyn  with  thofe  of  the  lucent  a  ? 

5.  That  Union  cannot  be  allowed,  ^  becaufe  there 
is  no  Proportion  in  Quantity,  between  the  Veins 
and  Arteries  of  the  Uterus ,  and  the  Capillary  V  ef¬ 
lels  of  the  ^Placenta ,  which  are  innumerable, 

6.  'Tis  difficult  to  uiidcrfland,  how  the  uterine 
Arteries  can  meet  with  the  umbilical  Veins,  and 

vice 

R  2  _ _ 

*  Certum  efy  Ar  terms  illasy  non  Klatris,  fed  cordis  pro'-fj 
vtrtute  afitari,  qttibpe.  Rhythm  ufsn  Srve  ordmem  a  mains  pul  (it 
diverfum  obt  inert  t :  icique  facile  exprriri  licet  t  ft  man* *  m  alter  am 
cnrpo  m  ztriSy  alteram  umbilici  jmiKulo  admovens .  Harv.  Extf*. 
de  Umbi l, 

f  Arant.  de  Hum  fzt%  r,  7.  H.irv.  Exec. 
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vice  verfa ,  the  umbilical  Arteries  with  the  uterine 
Veins,  except  they  have  Senfe  and  Reafon,  to 
know  one  another. 

Dr.  Turners  Qbjedtion  does. not  make  void  my 
Aflertion.  "Tis  taken  from  the  Operation  of  the 
Hair-lip,  I  might  as  well  ask  you ,  fays  he,  when 
the  Sides  are  excoriated  in  order  to  their  Symphi- 
fis,  how  the  Blood -  VefJ els  find  out  each  other ,  for 
circulating  that  Fluid  as  in  the  ether  Farts  % 
as  if  they  had  never  fuffered  a  Solution  of  their 
Continuity. 

I  anfwer,  that  in  this  Cafe,  the  Veflels  are  very 
few,  and  Vis  enough  for  the  capillary  Branches  of 
the  Arteries  to  force  an  inconfiderable  Quantity  of 
Blood,  through  the  Pores  of  the  mufcular  Fibres  ; 
but  the  Queftion  is  about  a  large  Bundle  of  Veins 
and  Arteries  promifcuoufly  intermixed,  and  how 
they  can  each  of  them  join,  and  inofculate  with 
Vends  of  a  proper  Denomination  to  anfwer  the 
v  Defign. 


7.  The  Union  is  impoffible  *  for  the  Flux  of  the 
arterial  Blood,  which  generally  is  very  ftrong,  mull 
in  Courfe  repulfe  the  Veins  at  their  very  firft  Ap¬ 
proach,  and  prevent  their  Anaftomofis  with  the  Ar¬ 


teries 


8.  If  the  Blood  Veflels  of the  Uterus  were  joyned 
with  thofe  of  the  Flacenta ,  would  not  the  Dilace¬ 
ration  at  every  Birth  be  fo  confiderable,  as  not  to 
be  cured  without  a  great  deal  of  Difficulty,  and 
eminent  Danger,  fo  much  Blood  the  Arteries,  tho" 
never  fofmall,  would  difeharge  in  a  Ihort  Time  ? 

p.  The  F alfity  of  the  Anafornofls  of  the  Veffels 
oi  the  Uterus  and  Flacenta ,  is  ditcovered  by  Com¬ 
parative  Anatomy,  for  in  Vitulis ,  the  feveral  An ful a , 

or 
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or  Branches  of  the  umbilical  String  do  terminate 
by  carneous  Papilla,  if  I  may  fo  call  them 
from  their  Shape,  which  are  received  into  fo  many 
Sockets  in  the  Cotyledon  or  Garuncul#  next  to 
the  Womb. 

5Tis  only  by  thefe  Papill ie,  that  the  Vitulus  has 
any  Communication  with  the  Uterus ,  and  yet  they 
may  without  any  Dilaceration,  or  the  leaf!  Effufion 
of  Blood  be  drawn  out  of  their  Sockets ;  by  which 
it  appears,  that  the  Blood- Veffels  of  the  Mother 
are  not  continuous  to  thofe  of  the  Foetus ,  nor 
do  enter  into  them.  Unde  Patetj  fays  Stenon ,  vajd 
fanguinea  Matris  non  Continuari  cum  vajis  fangui - 
nets  Foetus . 

io.  Laftly,  what  feems  to  be  a  ftrong,  and  in¬ 
vincible  Argument  is,  that  if  there  was,  as  Vis  pre¬ 
tended,  a  Continuity  of  Veifels,  and  fuch  a  Trans - 
fujion  of  Blood,  the  Foetus  ihould  bleed  to  Death 
upon  the  Separation  of  the  Placenta  from  the  Ute¬ 
rus  without  a  previous  Ligature  upon  the  Funis . 
But  on  the  contrary,  no  Flux  of  Blood  does  follow 
fo  long  as  the  Foetus  does  continue  adhering  to  the 
c. Placenta ,  and  in  that  Condition  it  may  be  kept  alive 
for  a  confiderable  Time,  even  for  Three  Days,  as 
I  have  known  it  in  a  Child,  which  a  barbarous  Mo¬ 
ther  had  left  in  a  private  Place,  and  which  did  re¬ 
ceive  no  confiderable  Damage :  What  greater  Proof 
can  we  have,  that  the  Circulation  is  not  in  Part- 
nerihip,  and  that  the  Foetus  does  return  nothing  to 
the  Uterus  ? 

III.  The  Origin  of  the  c. Placenta ,  and  of  the 
umbilical  Veifels,  the  Nature  of  their  Adhelion  to 
the  Uterus ,  the  Quality  of  the  Nourifhment  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Foetus ,  and  the  Manner  of  its  Recep¬ 
tion  don't  feem  favourable  to  this  pretended  Cir¬ 
culation.  i.  No 


i 
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r.  No  Blood  Veffels  flioo  t  out  of  the  Uterus,  to 

laid 
Sub- 
i  be 

very  difficult,  or  impoflible. 

The  chief  Alteration,  that  is  perceived  in  the 
Uterus ,  is  that  before  Impregnation ,  it  is  whitilh, 
and  membranaceous,  but,  in  pregnant  Women,  his 
fungous,  andfpongy,  and  the  Veffels  grov/  fb  much 
in  Breadth,  that  his  impodible  for  them  to  do  it 
in  Length. 

2.  The  umbilical  Veffels  are  not  the  Product  of 
the  Uterus ,  but  are  originally  in  the  Ovum ,  and 
come  by  Degrees  to  Perfection ;  they  are  not  only 
continuous  to  the  Foetus ,  but  they  are  feen  even 
before  any  Adheiion  to  the  Uterus. ' 

The  fame  is  to  be  laid  of  the  Fla  cent  a,  The 
firft  Rudiments  of  which  are  like  a  woolly  Sub* 
fiance  on  the  Outfide  or  the  Chorion ;  it  becomes 
afterwards  red  and  carnous,  and  increafes  as  the 
Foetus  grows  bigger. 

3.  If  the  Uterus  fends  no  Veffels  into  the  F lu¬ 
cent  on  the  Contrary  the  ( Placenta  fends  a  great 
many  Fibres  into  the  Uterus For  the  Under-part 
of  the  Flacenta  is  full  of  a  vaft  Number  of  Fib  nil 
by  which  it  adheres  to  the  Uterus . 

If  we  look  upon  thefe  Fibriil ie  as  Fen  dr  els,  kis 
eafy  to  conceive,  that  they  have  no  great  Difficulty 
to  penetrate  into  the  large  Pores,  and  fpongy  Sub- 
fiance  of  the  Uterus ,  to  which  they  flick  firmly  lor 
feveral  Months,  as  we  fee  Roots  of  Herbs,  Shurbs, 
and  Trees,  make  their  Way  through  thick  Planks, 
hard  Stones  and  Walls,  and  flrongly  adhere  to 
them. 

From 


embrace  or  enter  the  (placenta  ;  tor,  as  I  have 
before,  there  would  be  fuch  a  Deperdition  of 
fiance  in  the  Delivery,  that  the  Cure  fhoui< 
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From  thence  we  may  eaftly  anfwer  Dr.  Turner  $ 
Queftion,  Why  a  great  Flux  of  Blood  does  com¬ 
monly  follow  the  Drawing  of  the  Placenta  from 
the  Uterus  ?  For  the  Fibril  be  are  fo  blcndfcd  with 
the  uterine  Cells,  that  they  can  hardly  be  fepa- 
rated  without  a  Sclutio  Continui  *  The  like  we 
fee  in  Walls,  which  lofe  a  Part  of  the  Mortar, 
when  you  pull  off  the  Plant,  which  adheres  to  them : 
So  the  Flux  muff  continue  fo  long  as  the  Uterus  is 
dilated,  and  till  it  can  contract 


4.  The  FibriUc-e  do  infenfibiy  attract  the  nutri¬ 
tious  Juice  into  the  Sides  of  the  Capillary  Veffels 
of  the  umbilical  Vein,  where  it  is  mixed  with  the 
Blood,  and  conveyed  to  the  Foetus* 

But  all  thefe  Fibrill F,  which  enter  the  Uterus^ 
are  Receivers,  or  Suckers ,  like  the  Roots  of  Plants 
which  receive  the  juice  from  the  Earth,  but  don’t 
return  it.  That  appears,  by  what  I  have  Paid  be* 
fore,  that  when  the  cPlacenta  is  feparated  from  the 
Uterus ,  neither  Blood,  nor  any  other  juice,  run 
from  it. 


5.  Learned  Men  *  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  true 
Nourifhment  of  the  Foetus  is  a  milky  Mucilage 
which  is  feparated  by  the  uterine  Glands  into  the 
fpongious  Cells,  and  afterwards  imbibed  by  the  Fi- 
bnllae  of  the  (placenta . 

Two 
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*  ExilYimamus  i  tuque  mn  Sctvtgumetn>  aft  lacleum  quendam 
Humor  em  efje }  am  ah  Utcro  a  A  F os  turn  Ajenur  •  quia  GletnAuU 
tv  GlanAnliferis  et  Placentae  in  Flacenujcis  a b  Vteroita  fejm;  i 
pojjunty  ut  ne  guttula  quid  am  Sanguinis  efjiuat,  fed  ejus  loco,  jt 
premantur^  laEeus  qttidem  Humor  prodeat,  quam  a  mater  no  San¬ 
guine  rta  fegregari  credimtts ,  ut  lac  in  JVkmmisy  quod  prom  In- 
jurats  QTey  jic  die  vsnarum  umbiltcalium  ofculis  cxcipitur, 

De  Graef  Ae  A iulur,  Organ.  Cap.  * 
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Two  Reafons  feem  to  prove  it.  i.  As  foon  as 
the  Uterus  does  contract  its  Fibres  after  the  Birth, 
and  return  to  its  former  Shape,  and  its  membrana¬ 
ceous  Subftance,  then  the  Milk,  which  the  lpongy 
Parts  are  full  of^  does  fly  to  the  Breaft  in  great 
Abundance,  for  the  Nourifhment  of  the  Child. 
2.  By  comparative  Anatomy,  we  know,  that  in 
Glanduliferous  Animals  the  Uterus  is  full  of  that 
flimy  Juice. 

6.  Let  the  Nourifhment  be  what  it  will,  there 
leems  to  be  no  impelling  Force  on  the  Mother’s 
Side,  the  attractive  Faculty  being  in  the  Ovum ,  as 
in  the  Roots  of  Vegetables  in  RefpeCt  of  the 
Earth,  and  confequently  the  nutritious  Juice  does 
not  enter  the  Fibrill re  in  a  full  Stream,  but  by  a 
Bow  and  languid  Motion,  proportionable  to  the 
Necefiity  of  the  Foetus. 

7.  From  thence  I  draw  thefe  Concluflons.  1. 
That  the  Foetus  in  the  third  Stage  is  not  ejfentially 
different  from  what  it  was  in  tne  fecond,  having 
a  difHnCt  and  feparate  Circulation  of  the  Blood 
within  itfelf,  and  proper  vital  Functions  on  its  own 
Account,  a.  That  the  Child  adheres  to  the  Ute¬ 
rus  ,  as  a  Plant  does  to  the  Ground.  3.  That 
it  is  no  Part  of  the  Mother,  but  a  diflinCt  Indi- 
viduurn ,  according  to  Dr.  Harvey's  *  ftrong  and 
beautiful  Exprefhons,  which  chiefly  relate  to  the 
two  laft  Stages  of  the  Foetus.  4  Certe  concludendum 
€  Ovum  etiam  in  Ovario  dum  ejl,  Matris  anima 
€  non  vivere ;  fed  efje  infiar  flij  Emancipati  a  prima 
€  Ongine^fcut  arborum  Glandes  et  femina  a  pi  ant  is 
*  ablata ,  Hand  ultcrius  earundem  partes  xfimanda 

i  funt ; 
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4  funt  \  fed  fit  juris  fattay  qu<e  propria ,  inftaqui 
4  pot'entia  vegetativa  jam  vitam  degant.  Certainly 
4  we  muft  conclude,  that  the  Ovum ,  even  when  it 
4  is  in  the  Ovary ,  has  a  Life  dillindt  from  the  Mo«* 

4  ther's.  And  that  from  its  firfl  Origin,  is,  as  a 
4  Son  Emancipated ,  like  Acorns  and  Seeds,  which, 

4  being  oncefeparated  from  the  Plants  they  came, 
4  from,  are  no  more  to  be  eileemed  any  fart  of 
4  them,  but  are  their  own  Matters,  living  by  their 
4  proper  and  natural  vegetative  Power/ 

And  confequently  the  Mother's  Imagination  alone 
cannot  do  the  Foetus  the  leaft  Injury  at  any  Time 
whatfoever,  by  imprinting  any  Stigmata  upon  its 
Body,  which  is  a  diftind:  Individuumy  and  out  of 
the  Sphere  of  her  Fancy. 


Chap.  X- 

'••• ;  ,  i; 

A  Switch  of  the  Caufes  of  Marks  and  Do 

formites. 

THIS  Subjefl  is  fo  copious,  that  I  hope, 
the  Reader  will  be  fatisfied  with  a  few 
general  Remarks,  upon  which  all  others  depend. 

What  Neceffity  is  there,  to  have  Recourfe  t6 
Imaginary  Caufes,  when  Marks  and  Deformities 
can  be  accounted  for  in  a  natural  Way  ? 

Why  fhould  we  be  furprized  at  fome  Irregu^ 
larities  on  the  Skin,  and  other  Parts  of  the 
Body  ?  Don't  we  fee  the  like  every  Day  upon 
Vegetables,  though  they  are  not  capable  of  Ima* 
gination?  They  have  their  Moles,  their  hairy 
Parts,  their  Difcolourations,  their  Excrefcences, 
and,  now  and  then,  fuch  odd  Shapes,  as  to  make 

S  Grange 
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ftrange  Reprefentations  of  Animals,  or  other  Things 
and  all  this  without  the  Help  or  Fancy. 

If  a  due  Catalogue  was  drawn  oi  fuch  Irregu¬ 
larities  in  the  Body  of  Children,  as  are  fuppoied 
to  proceed  from  the  Mother's  Imagination ,  they 
would  appear  to  be  the  fame  over  and  over  again, 
with  no  great  Difference,  and  capable  to  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  certain  Claffes  :  Does  not  this  intimate, 
that  they  proceed  from  the  Laws  of  Motion,  and 
the  Structure  of  the  Organs  ? 

There  are  many  coniiderable  Deformities,  which 
are  never  referred  to  Imagination ,  viz.  the  irregu¬ 
lar  Conformation  of  the  Vifcera ,  CM  Is  the  whole 
Empire  of  the  Microccfm  io  divided  between  Na¬ 
ture  and  Imagination ,  that  one  rules  within,  and 
the  other  governs  the  outward  Parts  ? 

Deformities  ought  not  to  be  fo  amazing  as  the 
wonderful  Uniformity ,  that  does  commonly  reign 
among  living  Creatures  of  all  Kinds.  This  may 
be  taken  at  firft  for  a  cParadox ,  but  the  Ttuth  of 
it  will  appear  plain,  if  we  conlider,  that  the  origi¬ 
nal  Rudiments  of  Animals  in  the  Creation,  being 
infinitely  fmall,  and  compofed  of  a  prodigious  Num¬ 
ber  of  very  minute  Parts,  which  the  icafc  Shock 
may  put  out  of  Order,  have  consequently  been  all 
along  threatned  with  Ruin  and  Deflrublion,  and  yet 
they  have  peddled  whole  and  entire,  except  in  few 
extraordinary  Cafes,  which  are  accounted  for  by 
thefe  five  Reafbns.  i.  The  Variety  of  Particles, 
and  of  their  Combinations.  2.  The  Difiempers  of 
Children  in  Uterc .  3.  The  Interruption  of  the  In- 
creafe  oi  forae  Parts  in  the  Child.  4.  force  and 
Violence  upon  the  Body  of  the  Foetus .  5.  Mis¬ 

fortunes  from  Inheritance,  and  the  Franfmigra - 
turn  of  the  Ova - 


I.  The 
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I.  Vhe  Variety  of  P articles ,  an,d  of  their  Combine - 
tions ,  firji  Caufe  of  Marks  />/  Children . 

So  great  is  the  Variety  of  Atoms,  that  very  learn¬ 
ed  Phiiofophefs  have  been  of  Opinion,  that  there 
are  not  two  that  be  both  alike.  However  Ms  cer- 
tain,  that  we  don’t  find  two  Bodies  exactly  the 
fame ;  as  ior  Inff  ance,  there  are  not  %  two  Leaves  of 
the  fame  Dimensions,  and  though  they  have  Si¬ 
militude  enough  to  entitle  them  to  fuch  a  Deno¬ 
mination  ,  yet  they  differ  fomevvhat  in  Shape  and 
Bignefs. 

Mis  the  fame  in  Men  :  As  we  differ  in 
Looks,  fo  the  feveral  Particles,  that  make  up  the 
Fibres,  and  the  Fibres  that  make  up  one  Body, 
do  differ  from  thofe  of  all  others. 

His  eafy  to  obferve  the  Truth  of  this  upon 
Bones,  and  Blood  Veffels.  Take  never  fo  many 
Bones  of  the  fame  Kind,  and  of  the  fame  Bignefs, 
as  near  as  poflible,  yet  you  will  find  a  vaft  Diffe¬ 
rence  in  their  Shape,  in  their  Cavities,  in  their 
Heads  and  Protuberances ;  and,  what  is  more  re¬ 
markable,  in  the  Number,  Place,  and  Difpofition 
of  the  Foramina  through  which  the  Blood -Veffels 
come  in,  and  go  out. 

This  alfo  proves,  that  Arteries  and  Veins  have 
not,  in  all  Men,  the  very  fame  Diameter,  Situation, 
and  Branches,  which,  now  and  then,  caufes  Phle- 
botomy  to  be  difficult  and  dangerous  :  In  feme 
the  Artery  is  fo  deep,  that:  the  Pulfe  cannot  be 
felt:  In  others  it  creeps  upon  the  Superficies  of 
the  Skin;  and  fometimes  Vis  fo  framed,  that  the 
Pulfe  appears  to  be  intermittent. 

This  is  called  Lufus  Nature,  which  does  eafily 
account  for  feveral  Singularities,  and  efpeciaily 
for  thofe  Difcolourations,  which,  according  to 

People's 
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Peopled  Fancy  receive  divers  Names,  either  of 
an  A 'pricockj  of  a  'Peach ,  or  a  Mulberry ,  &c. 

And,  as  they  depend  upon  the  Blood-Veflels 
being  too  fuperficial,  or  numerous,  there's  no  Won¬ 
der,  if  they  make  a  greater  Shew  in  the  Fruit  Sea- 
fun ,  or  Summertime ,  when  the  Blood  is  rarefied, 
and  in  a  Ferment,  than  in  JVinter ,  when  it  is  more 
concentred. 

4»  V  •  1  .  "'I 

IL  Diftempers  of  Children  in  Utero,  the  fecond 
Caufe  of  Marks  and  Deformities. 

The  Foetus ,  as  I  have  fhewn  before,  is  a  diftineft 
Individuum ;  it  has  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood, 
independant  on  the  Mother,  its  own  Genus  neroo- 
furn ,  a  feparate  Secretion  of  Juices,  and  all  the 
Functions  of  animal  GEconomy  in  it  felf. 

Upon  that  Account  we  fee,  that  a  weak  Mother  * 
has  fometimes  a  very  ftrong  and  lulty  Child,  and  vice 
verfa ,  that  Infants  are  feeble  and  lickly,  when  the 
Parents  have  been  all  along  in  good  Health. 

There's  no  Manner  of  Doubt  but  Children  in 
the  Womb  are  as  liable  to  Diftempers,  as  if  they 
were  born.  They  are  not  exempted  from  Cata- 
raMs ,  and  Gutta  Serena ,  from  Varices  and  Aneurifns , 
from  the  Yellow-faundice ,  and  from  the  Stone  and 
Gravel. 

They  are  fubjedl  to  the  Dropfy ,  and  particular¬ 
ly  to  the  Hydroccp talon ,  to  Convulfwns ,  and  even 
Epileptical  Fits,,  according  to  the  Obfervation  o  ~ 
Hype  crates ,  who,  in  his  Book  de  Miorbo  facro ,  af¬ 
firms,  that  this  Diftemper  has  its  Beginning  in 
Utero . 

They  have  Obftrudions,  which  by  depriving  fomc 
Parts  of  dueNouriihment,  and  turning  the  Humours 
upon  others,  are  apt  to  make  them  Kicketty . 
f  or  Dr.  Glijfon ,  Chap,  icy  fpeaks  of  one  who' 

was 
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was  born  with  that  Infirmity,  and  whofe  Neck 
and  Spine  were  fo  weak,  that  they  could  not  bear 
the  Weight  of  the  Head.  In  eo,  fays  he,  Spina 
JDorfi  et  Coll  am  adeo  erant  debilia ,  ut  nulla  ratione 
valerent  grandiufculum  Caput  fujlinere . 

They  want,  now  and  then,  the  ufual  Perfora¬ 
tions  of  the  Anus  and  Vulva .  Tarey  does  alfo 
take  Notice,  that  they  have  confiderable  Impoft- 
umes  and  Ulcers,  which  afterwards  are  eafily  mifia- 
ken  for  Cuts  and  Wounds. 

Should  it  not  he  very  ftrange  and  unaccountable, 
and  even  next  to  a  Miracle,  if  a  tender  Body,  able  to 
receive  the  leaf:  Imprefiion,  did  not  difcover  out¬ 
wardly,  by  fome  Marks  or  Deformities ,  the  fad  Ef¬ 
fects  of  fo  many  Diflempers? 

There’s  a  particular  Infirmity  Children  bring 
into  the  World,  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  Hernia 
Spinalis  ;  ’Tis  a  watery  Tumor  about  the  lower 
Part  of  the  Spine ,  which  proves  generally  to  be  mor¬ 
tal  ? 

Hildanus  *  has  thought  fit  to  change  this  Swel¬ 
ling  into  a  Fritter ,  occasioned  by  the  Mother’s 
Imagination .  c  For  a  carelels  Maid  not  having  made 

<  the  Fritters  to  pleafe  the  Palate  of  her  Miftrefs, 

*  the  Gentlewoman  was  in  due  Time  brought  to 

<  Bed  of  a  Female  Child,  extraordinary  feeble 
4  and  extenuated  with  a  round  Swelling,  near  the 
c  Os  Sacrum ,  full  of  Water  and  Wind,  as  big  as 
c  a  Gcofe-Egg ,  and  of  the  Shape  of  Artolagani ,  qui 
c  veluti  Vento  inflato  extuberant.*  One  had  thought, 
that  the  Sight  of  the  Fritters  making  the  Gentle¬ 
woman’s  Mouth  water,  the  Deformity  Should  have 
been  about  the  Child’s  Lips  ;  but  it  feems  the 
Mother  applied  her  Right-hand  to  another  Place ; 

Dextra 
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Dextra  locum  ilium  fr  leave  rat.  This  is  indeed 
a  material  Point  in  Hiftory,  and  a  great  Improve¬ 
ment  of  natural  Knowledge,  to  inform  us,  that  the 
Woman  was  not  left-handed! 

(TulpiusJ  in  his  Obfervations,  lib.  3.  c.  aoa  fpeaks 
of  this  Swelling  :  By  the  Defcription  he  gives, 
Ms  eafy  to  judge,  that,  in  this  Cafe,  the  Vertebrae 
are  not  clofe,  but  at  fome  Dillarice  5  and  that  the 
Membranes,  which  cover  the  Medulla ,  being  relaxed 
by  a  Flux  ot  Humours,  do  come  out  through  the 
Opening,  and  make  a  Bag,  which  is  of  the  fame 
Nature,  as  the  Herni but  incurable. 

i  \  ■  • 

III.  The  Increafe  of  fome  cTarts  of  the  Foetus  being 
interrupted ,  the  third  Gaufe  oj  Marks  and  De¬ 
formities  in  Children. 

The  Parts  of  the  Foetus  are  delineated  at  once 
In  the  Ovum ,  but  they  don't  all  increafe  in  the 
fame  Proportion  ;  feme  making  their  Appearance 
very  foon,  when  others  are  not  obferved  till  a  long 
Time  after,  or  never  appear,  if  an  Impediment 
be  in  the  Way. 

For  if  the  Foetus  be  diftempered,  the  ObfcrucF 
Ion  of  the  Veflels  may  put  a  Stop  to  the  Nutri¬ 
tion  of  fome  Parts,  which  remain  in  their  firfb 
State  without  any  Improvement,  whilft  others  come 
to  their  full  Perfection. 

In  that  Cafe,  the  hPhoenomena  appear  fo  odd, 
that  they  are  immediately  decreed  and  pronounced 
to  be  Monftrons,  and  put  to  the  Score  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther's  Imagination,  though  there's  nothing  in  it, 
but  what  is  according  to  the  Courfe  of  Nature  in 
the  Beginning  of  the  Formation  of  the  Foetus , 
and  before  it  comes  to  its  full  Accompli  foment. 
Few  Inftaaces  will  make  this  plain  to  the  Readers. 

1.  The 


1.  The  Cerebrum ,  and  Cerebellum  do  look  at  firft 
like  two  watery  Bladders,  afterwards  they  change 
from  a  very  clearWater  into  a  Coagulum ,  whichls 
only  covered  with  a  thin  Membrane.  In  Capite , 
fays  Harvey ,  eir  cumcr  efcente  membrana ,  ex  aqua  Um~ 
pidijjima  Cerebrum  concinnatur — •  Cerebrum  # 
Cerebellum  ex  limpidififima  aqua  in  Coagulum  caU 
lofum  denfantur . 

That’s  the  Reafon  that  fome  Children  are  bom 
without  any  vilible  Cerebrum  :  You  have  this  Cafe 
in  Blegny’s  Journals,  April ,  1680.  O^/T  3.  CPuella 
fine  Cerebro  nata.  In  tota  Cranij  Capacitate  nihil 
prater  aquam  limpidam  deprehendere  licuitj  omnino 
adimplentem  membranas,  nullo  prafente  Cerebro,  aut 
Subfantia  folida .  A  Girl  born  without  Brain ,  and 
lived  five  Days.  Ihere  was  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Cra¬ 
nium  nothing  but  clear  Water,  which  filled  the  Mem¬ 
branes  without  Brain,  or  any  folid  Subfiance .  No 
Doubt  but  the  Cerebrum  of  this  Girl,  upon  the 
Account  of  fome  ObftrucHons,  remained  in  its  pri- 
mitive  State,  and  appeared  waterifh. 

2.  What’s  the  Reafon  that  the  Cooper’s  Wife  was 
delivered  of  a  Child  with  the  Vifccra  hanging  out 
of  the  Abdomen  ?  I  anfwer,  that  they  are  lb  in 
the  Foetus  for  a  conliderable  Time,  and  that  this 
Child  had -probably  feme  Diitemper,  which  hin- 
dred  the  Growth  of  the  Integuments.  * 4  In  huma- 
4  no  Foetu  Cutis,  partefque  omnes  Cutaneae,  ulti- 
4  mo  loco  perftciuntur  ;  — «  Vifcera  omnia,  et 
4  Intefiina  intra  corporis  Cavum  non  rcconduntur/ 
In  a  human  Foetus,  the  Skin,  and  all  skinny  Charts 
come  laft  to  CP 'erf e8 ion  *  —  the  Vifcera  and  the 
Inteflines  are  not  font  up  in  the  Cavity  oj  the  Body . 

Vy  /  -  V  *  Blit 
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But  the  ingenuous  and  unaccountable  Confeffion 
of  Gregory  Horfius ,  the  only  Publifher  of  that 
dreadful  Cafe,  defer  ves  to  be  recorded  :  For,  af¬ 
ter  he  has  made  a  great  Noife  about  the  Caufe  of 
that  Deformity,  at  laft,  he  is  forced  to  own, 
that  Imagination  had  very  tittle  or  nothing  to  do 
in  it,  becaufe  the  Work  was  ready  done,  and  at 
Hand,  *  verifimile  videtur  4  Imaginationem  totum 
4  hoc  negotium  peregiife,  quatenus  tunc  temporis 
4  rite  quidem  formata  fuerint  vifeera,  fed  adhuc 
4  mollia,  minufque  firmis  ligamentis  Cohcerentia,  et 
4  tenerrima  cute  V  i  x  circumdata 9  5 Tis  very  likely , 
fays  he,  that  Imagination  has  done  the  whole  Work  ; 
for  at  that  Time  the  Vifeera  are  fifty  mt  adhering  to 
firong  Ligaments y  and  hardly  covered  with  the  thin- 
nelt  Membrane  :  So  that  Imagination  has  done  the 
Job,  becaufe  Imagination  found  the  job  ready  done# 
Who  ever  heard  any  Man  living  argue  fo  odly? 

•  ,  *  *A  / 

Defruit y  JEdificaty  Mutat  Quadrat  a  Rctundis . 

Had  it  not  been  better  for  Horfius  to  fay,  that 
Imagination  was  more  confciencious  and  tender¬ 
hearted,  than  to  ripp  open  the  Body  of  the  Child; 
but  coming  in  the  Nick  of  Time  that  the  Vifeera 
are  not  yet  inclofed,  lhe  ferved  the  Cutis  and  the 
Integuments  with  an  Injunction  to  Hop  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  left  the  Babe  in  Statu  quo  ? 

3.  The  Caufe  of  a  Hah  Dip  is  the  fame.  viz. 
an  Interruption  in  the  Growth  of  the  Cutis .  ^  4  In 
4  humano  Foctu.  Inter  Initia,  nec  Labi  a ,  nec 
4  Buccae,  nec  Auriculas,  nec  Palpebrse,  nec  Nafus 
4  difeernuntur :  Ultimoque  omnium  coalefcit  linea 

4  ilia 
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ilia,  qua  labia  fuperiora  committuntut.  In  a  hit -» 
Foetus,  the  Lips ,  Cheeks ,  Ears , 

Lids  and  the  Nofe  are  not  feen  in  the  Beginnings 
and  the  Line  which  unites  the  Sides  of  the  Upper* 
Lip  is  the  lafl  in  Coalition .  4  Eandemque  *  ob  cau« 
4  fam,  nib  fallor,  multi  nafcuntur  cum  Labro  iupe-*’ 
c  riori  fiflo,  quia  in  Foetus  humani  formatione,  fu~ 
*  periora  labia  tardifiime  coalefcuntf  ’his  upon 
that  Account ,  that  federal  Children  are  horn  with 
a  Hair-Lip,  becaufe  in  the  Formation  of  the  Foetus^ 
the  Sides  of  the  Upper  •'Lip  do  unite  very  late « 

4.  If  fome  Children  bring  into  the  World  the 
Look  of  a  Monkey ,  of  a  Frog ,  or  of  fomething 
worfe,  'tis  owing  to  the  fame  Caufe,  viz.  that  the 
Lips  and  the  Cheeks  not  being  come  to  Perfections 
and  the  Mouth  being  h  opened  from  Ear  to  Ear, 
which  are  very  fmall  and  hardly  difcernable,  they 
appear  moft  frightful  to  the  Spectators,  and  give 
Room  to  many  iilly  Notions* 

5.  I  come  to  thofe  Spots  upon  the  Cheek,  which 
have  the  Colour  of  Red  Wine  :  y  fis  eafy  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  they  are  not  the  EffeCts  of  Imagination  j 
for  Women  may  long  for  White  Wine ,  and  be  diff 
appointed,  and  yet  do  we  ever  fee  that  particular 
Signature  upon  the  Face  of  Children  ? 

''Tis  not  difficult  to  difeover  the  Origin  of  thofe 
Spots.  They  proceed  very  often  from  the  Cutis 
wanting,  in  that  Place,  its  due  Thicknefs,  and  ap»* 
pearing,  as  if  it  had  been  fleaed,  or  pared  off; 

Whereby 
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whereby  the  Blood -Velfels  are  very  confpicu- 
ous  upon  the  Superficies. 

Sometimes  the  Defed:  is  not  fo  much  in  the 
Skin,  as  in  the  Stru&ure  of  the  Arteries,  and 
Veins,  the  Capillary  Branches  of  the  Firft  being 
naore  numerous  and  dilated  than  ufual,  and  thole 
of  the  others  lew  and  narrow,  and  difcharging 
the  Blood  but  flowly. 

And  why  lhould  fuch  a  Thing  be  altonilhing 
jn  New-born  Children,  when  we  fee,  every  Day, 
Men,  who  naturally  were  before  of  a  white  and 
fair  Complexion,  do  get  in  a  few  Months  a  red 
Face,  or  a  red  Nofe. 

6.  In  the  Foetus  the  Spine  is  bent  outward  like 
a  Bow,  and  if  the  Ligaments  grow  ftrong,  and 
the  Vertebra  come  to  their  OJJificatton  before  the 
Time,  there's  a  great  Risk,  that  the  Child  may 
receive  from  thence  a  Crookednefs  in  its  Back. 

I  fay  the  fame  of  the  Tibia,  which,  in  Babes,  is 
not  fo  ftraight  as  in  Men,  and  of  the  Farfus  which 
turns  inwards  ;  from  thence  many  Children  remain 
bended  leg'd  ? 

tyarey  d oes  alfo  take  Notice,  that  Children  bring 
JDi/locations  into  the  World,  becaufe  the  Cavities, 
which  belong  to  the  Articulations,  not  having,  from 
their  firft  Conformation,  a  furficient  Depth,  and  the 
Ligaments  being  weak  and  lull  of  Humours,  the 
Head  of  the  Bone  is  ealily  thruft  out  of  its  Place. 

IV.  Force  and  Violence  upon  the  Body  of  the  Foetus, 

one  of  the  Caufes  of  Marks  and  Deformities. 

This  is  fo  plain,  that  it  brings  its  own  Demon- 
ftration.  ^ 

i.  Tis 


(  *3 9  ) 

.  •  * 

1.  ’Tis  eafy  to  conceive,  that  the  Body  of  the 
Foetus ,  being  foft  and  tender,  is  liable  to  be  bruif- 
ed,  and  dalhed  in  Pieces  by  the  ftrong  Convulsions 
of  the  Tubes ,  and  thofe  of  the  Uterus ,  and  by  the 
violent  Contraction  of  the  Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen , 
which  do  prefs  upon  it  with  great  Force. 

If  the  Struggle  does  happen  in  the  Tube  ear¬ 
ly,  and  a  little  Time  after  the  Egrefs  of  the 
Ovum,  or  Ova  from  the  Ovary,  ’tis  polfible  for  two 
Ova  to  be  fo  confounded,  and  fo  intermixt  one 
with  another,  as  to  make  an  odd  and  monftrousc 
Compolition  of  the  Fragments  of  both. 

2.  The  bad  Conformation  of  the  Uterus  may  be 
the  Caufe  of  Deformities  according  to  Hippocrates . 
c  The  Child  in  Utero,  fays  he,  ihall  be  lame  if  it 
6  is  ftraitned  for  Room,  like  a  Vegetable,  which, 
c  being  hindered  in  its  Growth  by  Stones  or  any 
c  Thing  elfe,  rifes  crooked,  and  wry,  out  of  the 
c  Ground,  and  thin  on  one  Side,  and  thick  on 
c  t'other/  De  Genitur.  Art.  p. 

To  this  mull  be  referred  the  Damage  the  Foetus 
does  receive  from  the  Mother  being  too  much 
confined  by  her  Cioaths,  or  by  a  ilooping  Pollute 
that  the  Exercife  of  her  particular  Trade  requires, 

3.  The  Foetus  may  alfo  fiiffer  by  the  Falls  of  the 
Mother,  and  by  the  Blows  and  Wounds  fhe  does 
receive.  I  am  of  Opinion ,  fays  Hippocrates ,  that  the 
Child  in  Utero  may  be  mutilated,  by  the  Blows ,  or 
Fall ,  the  Mother  has  hady  —  and  on  the  fame  Side, 
De  Genitur .  Art.  8. 

4.  Some  Children  are  born  with  the  Skin  of  the 
Head  fo  relaxed  and  hanging  down,  as  to  repre- 
fent,  according  to  People’s  different  Fancy,  a  GW- 
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mdiers  Cap,  the  *  Hood  of  a  benedidtine  Frier ,  a 
^  Toad,  a  Woman's  Head-  Hrefs,  Sc.  and  they 
very  feidom  fail  to  put  the  Charge  upon  imagina¬ 
tion  :  But  Bartholin  affures  us,  that  this  Acci¬ 
dent  comes  from  the  Depreffion  of  the  Bones  of 
the  Cranium  by  which  the  Skin  is  not  confined, 
and  that  he  has  obferved  it  fever al  Times, 

I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  this  Deformity  may  come 
alfo  from  other  natural  Cauks  ;  for,  Tuipms^  lid  i. 
Obi.  52.  fpeaks  of  a  young  Spaniard ,  who  e  Skin 
was  io  loofe  all  over  his  Body,  that  he  could  bring 
the  Skin  of  the  Throat,  as  tar  as  his  Mouth  and 
Noftrils,  and  pull  the  Skin  from  the  Top  of  the 
Humerus  to  his  Cheeks  and  over  his  Face  like  a  Saih 

Yo  Misfortunes  from  Inheritance,  and  the  Trans¬ 
migration  of  the  Ova. 

That  there  are  Hereditary  Deformities,  is  a 
Facl,  which  can  never  be  denied  .  Tis  very  com¬ 
mon  for  crooked*  Performs  to  have  Children  of  ..that 
Shape.  But,  what  is  more  remarkable  and  won¬ 
dering  is,  that  the  true  and  original  Caule  of  thefe 
ffrange  Accidents,  is  not  always  confuted  within 
a  narrow  Com  pals  of  Time,  but  is,  nqw  and  then, 
of  a  very  old  Date,  and  even  of  feveral  Thouiand 
Years. 

'Tis  upon  this  Occafion,  that  Dr.>*J timer  has 
made  his  facetious  Paraphralis  mentioned  in  the 
jldvertifement  :  But  I  am  fo  much  convinced  of 
the  Truth  of  my  Ailertion,  that  I  think  fit  to  re¬ 
peat  it  here  with  a  few  Additions  for  that  Gen¬ 
tleman's 
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tleman9s  Piverfion,  and  to  give  him  a  fecond  Op¬ 
portunity  of  fliewing  his  good  Humour. 

What  I  maintain  is  grounded  upon  a  Principle 
univerfally  received,  viz.  That  there  is  no  new  Cre¬ 
ation,  and  that  the  Rudiments  of  all  Vegetables, 
and  of  all  Animals  now  in  Being,  are  a  fPrznetpio. 
From  whence  I  draw  this  Confequence,  that  thofe 
Rudiments  have  been  all  along  fubjed:  to  the  ufual 
Accidents  which  do  naturally  follow  the  Laws  of 
Motion. 

The  biggeft  Oak  upon  Earth  has  been  in  Smally 
from  the  Beginning,  involved  in  a  primitive  Acorn  j 
and  if  we  look  forward,  any  lingle  Acorn  does 
not  only  contain  the  Oak,  which  is  to  come  next, 
but  alfo  all  the  Trees  and  Acorns  which  fhall  be 
produced  from  thence  fucceffively  as  long  as  the 
World  does  laid. 

Where's  then  the  Abfurdity  to  fay,  that  an  A- 
corn  may  be  fo  damaged,  in  a  Part  infinitely 
frftall,  as  neither  to  lofe  its  vegetative  Faculty,  nor,  at 
firfl  to  difcover  outwardly  the  Hurt  it  has  fuffered, 
till  after  a  long  Succefiion,  the  Injury  will  appear 
to  be  in  a  few  Acorns,  when  'tis  their  Turn  tq 
fhoot  into  Trees  ? 

I  fay  the  fame  of  Animals  ;  there's  no  Child 
born,  but  the  Lineaments  of  its  Body  have  been 
fomewkere  from  the  firfl  Creation,  and  in  that  /cw- 
wkere  liable  to  many  Viciffitudes.  The  Opinion, 
which  is  now  generally  received,  is,  that  the  fome~>: 
where  was  in  a  primitive  Ovum ,  which  had  feverat 
Qvula  involved  one  within  another,. 

According  to  this  Hypothefis,  if  there  be  no 
fCranfmi graft  on  of  the  Soul,  we  muff  however  allow 
of  a  Sort  of  Lranfmigration  of  the  Body,  fince 
there's  not  one  fingle  Foetus  at  this  Time,  but  has 
been  fucceffively  in  the  Ovary  of  Two  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Perfons  at  ieaft. 


Is 
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Is  there  an y  Improbability  to  fay,  that  an  Ova- 
him ,  going  through  fo  many  Revolutions,  may 
have  received  ibme  Damage,  when  a  long  Time 
ago  it  exifted  in  another  Ovum? 

Have  all  thefe  Mothers,  and  every  one  of  them, 
been  exempted  from  Bruifes,  Cuts  and  Wounds, 
from  Obftruftions  of  the  Juices,  from  Hydrons  (7- 
terij  from  Scrofula,  Ulcers,  Cancerous  Humours, 
virulent  Diftempers,  and  from  fuch  Poifons  as  may 
fpecifically  arfeCt  one  Part  rather  than  another  ? 

It  may  be  the  Child,  that  came  firit,  and  im¬ 
mediately  from  the  primitive  Ovum,  has  been  well 
fliaped,  and  regular  in  all  its  Limbs,  and  a  great 
many  more  of  its  Pofterity,  when  after  feveral  £- 
volutions ,  it  being  the  Turn  of  the  damaged  Ovum 
to  be  fecundated,  a  Child  is  unexpectedly  born 
monltrous,  or  with  great  Deformities,  upon  the 
Account  of  the  old  Misfortunes,  a  few  Particles 
of  its  Body,  which  were  infinitely  fmall  in  the 
primitive  Ovum ,  having  been  then  difpiaced,  con- 
fufed,  or  feparated. 

Thus  you  fee,  the  Mother,  under  the  fpecious 
Pretence  of  Imagination ,  is  wrongfully  brought  in 
Guilty,  when  fhe  is  entirely  innocent;  and  that 
the  Deformities. complained  ot  are  very  often  ow¬ 
ing  to  remote  Caufes,  which  have  taken  EiTebt, 
even  along  Time  before  fhe  came  into  the  World. 


Conclusion- 

Now  that  I  am  gone  through  the  great  Topicks 
of  Expirifnce,  Reason,  and  Anatomy,  which  all 
Three  join  together  againft  the  current  Opinion, 
*tis  Time  to  put  an  End  to  this  Diifertation,  and 
leave  the  Readers  to  judge  for  themfelves. 
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I  defire  them  to  put  a  good  Conftrudtion  upon  my 
Undertaking,  having  nothing  in  View,  but  to  find  out 
the  Truth,  and  to  quiet  the  Minds  of  timorous  Peo¬ 
ple.  I  beg  Pardon  for  the  feveral  Defects  and  Im¬ 
perfections  of  this  Treatife;  for,  as  I  am  the 
Firft,  who  has  ever  writ  on  this  Side  of  the  Queft- 
ion,  I  am  afraid  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  Ufe 
of  all  the  Advantages  the  juftice  of  my  Caule 
could  afford;  Give  me  Leave  to  fay  upon  fuch 
a  Subject,  Volutffi  fat  eft* 


Finis. 
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Errata 


■  For 

P.  nl.  %  E5V.  Determined, 
P.  14  1.  17  unexpeCtiy, 

P.  23  1  aft  K  Godliman7 
P.  24  1.  25  Face, 

P.  34  1-  11  Liquor , 

P*  35  1.  27  are  mote, 

P.  30  1.  15  Superfoetione , 

Pe  45  1.  2  any  other  Thing, 

P.  46  {.  27  Prudent, 

P.  52  laffc  1.  but  that, 

P.  08  1.  21  hiludit , 

P.  84  1.  1 1  not  fo  much, 

P.  92  1.  23  of  the  third  Cen« 

tury, 

P.  93  L  3  Sparkled , 

P.103  1.  29.  fudden  or  not, 

P.120  I.  30  Tis  on, 


Read 

Determinate . 
unexpectedly. 
Godaiming. 
Toes. 

Loquor . 
a  remote. 


Super] oetatione* 
any  Thing. 
Prudence, 
but  they. 
Illudit . 


lefs. 

in  the  Beginning  of 
the  third  Century. 
Speckled. 

fudden  or  not  fud¬ 
den. 

Tis  no. 


